FROM :DIAMOND RASH

TO:
FROM:
Date:

RE:
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FAX NO. * A

MEMORANDUM

Tom Diamand
Norman J. Gordon

February 4, 2002

Telephone Conversation with Bryant Rogers

Jul.

28 2084 D4:26FM P2

| had a telephone conversation this afternoon with Bryant Rogers, a lawyer in Santa
Fe, who represents a-number of Indian Tribes. He advises me that he was asked by Mr.
Jack Abramoff, a lobbyist in Washington, D.C. whether the Tiguas were attempting a
solution to the order that may be outside the courts. According to Mr. Rogers, Mr.
Abramoff is with a firm that is well connected fo the Bush Administration (Greenberg
Trauring Firm in Washington, D.C. which represented the Bush Campaign in the Florida
dispute-lobbying arm) and has been effective in the past in efforts for other tribes.” Heis
willing to come to El Paso and meet with the Council at na cost to discuss whether he can .
be of assistance. His phone number is
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RE: Update

commpuasesnnnneNENN

Page 1 of 2

From:  abramoffi G

Sent:  Monday, February 04, 2002 1:51 PM
To: Chris Cathcart

Subject: RE: Update

Thanks Chris. Thave seenit. great work. Did Mike give you the list of
items the firm wants regarding AIC? If not, here it is attached. Can you
let me know how many of these you can put together? Thanks.

<<FW: Greenberg Traurig: List of Information Needed. DOC>>

From: Chris Cathcart [maiito:chris(@ GG
Sent: Monday, February 04, 2002 11:39 AM

To:  abramoffj ENG—_

Subject: RE: Update
Jack:

Not sure if Ben showed you, but the AIC Web site is live at
hitp://www . amerintcent.org/home html .

Chris

-----Original Message-—---

From: abramoffj @/ mailto;sbramoflt CAREENG_G
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2002 6:18 PM

To: Chris Cathcart

Subject: RE: Update

Thanks.

From: Chris Cathcart [mailto:chris GGG
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2002 6:04 PM

To:  abramoffjGigiuuuy
Subject: RE: Update

10-4. Should have most of the content tomorrow.

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this

7/22/2005 )
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RE: Update

communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an

email to postmaster@ Y

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an

email to postmaster @ N,

71222005

Page 2 of 2
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From: Abramoff, Jack

Sent: Tuesday, February 05, 2002 7:26 PM
To: Mike Scanlon ait

Subject: FW: TX

Whining idiot. Close the f'ing thing already!!

From: Ralph Reed

Sent: Tuesday, February 05, 2002 5:11 PM
To: Jack Abramoff

Subject: TX

from a TX operative:

Just spoke with a source close to the Attorney General who tells me they anticipate either
February 8 (this Friday} or February llth-next Monday -~ will be the date Judge Eisele
shuts down the Tigua casino. His order would dispatch federal maxshals to the facility to
close it. Judge Eisele cannot enforce his previous order to shut down the casino until
the Sth Circuit Court of Appeals officially sends its ruling back to Eisele (this was
postponed from 2/7 to 2/11). Judge Eisele has taken a very strong,. uncompromising stance
against the casino. While he has the leeway on when to act when he receives the appeals
court ruling, all indicators are that he will do so. Cornyn is pushing very hard to shut
the casino ASAP. In fact, you may also remember that he filed a court request to speed up
the closure of the speaking rock casino.

We are also told that the AG is considering going back to the judge in the Alabama
Coushatta case on the same day to request an expedited order to shut down the Livingston
casino. They argue that judge has no choice anyway based on the Fifth Circuit appellate
ruling, so they want it to happen immediately.

Keep in mind that they expect the Tiguas to appeal-——if only as a delaying tactic. The AC
would likely follow suit. That means this could drag on longer until the Supreme Court
denied cert. So we have to be prepared for that possibility.

" GTG006970-JA

30786
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Subject: RE: Moving down the street....
You're nexti!!

—--Original Message——-

From: Safavian, David mailto;David.Safavian:
Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2002 11:58 AM
To: Jack Abramoff {(E-mail)

Subject: FW: Moving down the street........

DHS

David H Safavian
Chief of Staff

Office of Conitessman Chris Canneon

Tel

Fax:

—-Original Message——

From: Volz, Neil

Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2002 8:07 PFM
To:  Volz, Neil

Subject: Moving down the street.......

After nearly eight great years of working for Team Néy, I am Ieaviné this wonderful job and entering another.
| have accepted a position with the law and lobby firm Greenberg Traurig, LLP. This a great opportunity, and | am
{ooking forward to the many new challenges it will bring.

{tis not easy leaving here. Bob is such a great fiend and has been a fantastic boss. Whether it was
working as an unpaid intemn in the Ohio State Senate what feels like decades ago, or managing our operation as
Staff Director and Chief of Staff right now, | have enjoyed every minute of it.

My first day at the firm will be Tuesday, February 19th. Paul Vinovich will be the new Staff Director for the
committee, while Will Heaton will be both the Chief of Staff for the personal office, and remain the Chairman's
Executive Assistant at the committee. Clearly, team Ney is in extremely capable hands and ready for whatever
the future throws ourway. | look forward to saying goodbye and/or explaining my new responsibliities further to
people on an individual basis. [ can be reached for the next couple days at this email or my personal email

address - neilvolz (SN 1l let you know my new numbers and address as soon as [ get them. Please
take care.

Neil

The information contained in this transmission may contain

privileged and confidential information. it is intended only

for the use of the person(s) named above. if you are not the

intended recipient, you are hereby nofified that any review,

dissemination, distribution or duplication of this

communication is stectly prohibited. if you ate not the . . . - o
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email . 4 h
and destroy all copies of the original message. 7

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an

email to postmaster@uunaER®
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From: Abramoft, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2002 10:42 AM
To: Mike Scanlon alt

Subject: FW: tiguas

————— Original Message—----—

From: Ralph Reed

Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2002 10:3% AM
To: Jack Abramoff (E-mail)

Subject: tiguas

here's the latest move, just as we predicted:

El Paso Times Wednesday, February 6, 2002

In brief: Tiguas file for stay of casino closing Lawyers for the Tigua Indian tribe of
the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo filed a motion for a stay of mandate Monday with the U.S. 5th
Circuit Court of Appeals. The stay would allow the tribe's Speaking Rock Casino to temain
open while the case is on appeal. The appeals court, in New Orleans, ruled last week that
it would send its ruling, upholding a lower court’s decision that the casino is illegal
under Texas law, back to El Paso's federal court so the order can be enforced. The lower
court ruled in September 2001 that the casino must shut

down.-Jennifer Shubinski

' . e e GTG006969.JA
3 1

- ] s B

307408
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2002 9:54 AM
To: Mike Scanion ait

Subject: i'm on the phone with Tigua!

Fire up the jet baby, we're going {o El Paso!!

GTGO06971-JA

307470
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From: Abramoff, Jack

. e
Sent: ‘ Wednesday, February 06, 2002 9:02 PM
To: Mike Scanlon
Subject: RE: 'm on the phone with Tigual
‘Yawzah{~

————— -Original Message—-———-

From: Mike Scanlen {mailto:mikel

Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2002 11:40 AM
To: abramoffj

Subject: RE: i'm on the phone with Tigua!

I want all their MONEY!!!

~-————-Qriginal Message-
From: abramoffj

Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2002 10:
- To: Mike Scanlon .

Subject: 1'm on the phone with Tiguaf

“PFife up the jet baby, we're going to EL Pasot!

The information contained in this transmission may contain

- privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the

and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an
email to MENENGGGEREN . .

GTG-E000075991
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Seat: Wednesday, February 06, 2002 9:43 PM
To: Mike Scanlon

Subject: RE: Sagchip meeting in NM and Tiguas

Sorry to hear this. hope you feel better. Let's yak on the phone tomorrow.

————— Original Message-----

Mike Scanlon [mailto:mike(—
: Wednesday, February 06, 2002 9:59 PM
- abramoffj
Subject: Re: Sagchip meeting in NM and Tiguas

I am real sick. Been puking all night. Ill check in- in the am.

~~~~~ Original Message-----

From: abramoff] (P <2b ramo f {] i
To: Mike Scanlon <mike

Sent: Wed Feb 06 20:14:35 2002

Subject: Sagchip meeting in NM and Tiguas

Are we meeting tomorrow morning? Let's do so. It's important that we are ready for
Meonday's trip. Regarding Sagchip, we need to present a plan to resolidify these guys

politically. Tiguas we'll discuss. 10:30 good, or 112

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sénder by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an
email to postmasterQ@i

GTGE-E000024827
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PARTRERS GROUP
CONSULTANTS

February 7, 2002
MEMORANDUM
To: Governor Albert Alvidrez
Lt. Govemnor Carlos Hisa
Tribal Council
From: Marc Schwartz
RE: EXECUTIVE SESSION DISCUSSION

Tom Diamond asked me to contact Mr. Jack Abramoff of the Greenberg Trauring firm in
‘Washington to see about arranging a time when he would be able to meet with Tribal Council.

I spoke with Mr. Abramoff this moming and he would like to make a short presentation
to the Council next week. He could be in El Paso for a meeting on Tuesday. Realizing that yon
already have a Council meeting that moming, should I ask him about the afternoon?

‘Would you please let me know if that would be acceptable? Thanks for your attention to
this matter.

MIS:wbm

c: Tom Diamond

MARKETING ¢ MEDIA » PUBLIC RELATIONS ® GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS # CRISIS MANAEEMENT
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Aic Letter Page 1 of 1

L Y

From: Mike Scanlon

Sent:  Thursday, February 07, 2002 12:22 PM
To: Chris Cathcart

Subject: Aic Letter

AIC letter:
paragraph one - strike all after "questions." Inseert language that starts sescnond paragraph ending with questions.

Insertr somewhere:

While Mr. Abnramoof and His team have been an unbeleivebal assest tou our organization, we feel that if as a vendor of ours
if we are presented with such an unexplicalbe line of questioning again, we will unfortuantley review and vote on your
continuing representation at our next board meeting.

Michael Scanlon
Scanlon Gould Public Affairs

7/22/2005
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1) o
Yes

3) Yes — under construction.

4) 2001

5) Brian J Mann, Davis A Grosh

6) See mission statement

7) See Mission statement and materials

8) No

9) Yes

10) AIC has agreements with several law firms, advertising firms and public relations
firms.

Section I1

1) Brian J Mann, David A Grosh, Vacancy

2) Brian ] Mann

3) Yes

4) Brian ] Mamn

5) AIC’s relationship with the Malaysian Embassy is largely in a public relations
capacity.

6) Generally speaking no- one controls the operations of the AIC other than the
board by unanimous vote.

Section IIL

1) From variety of entities. AIC doesn’t not solely receive money from the Embassy
of Malaysia if that is your question.

2) This is information we do not share with outside entities.

3) Yes, but we do not share the percentages with outside entities.

4) This information is not shared with ouiside entities.

Section IV

1) We have no answer for that question. For a hlstory of the AIC please see
background materials.

2) We do not know, but if you find out please feel free to share that information
with us.

3) Another good question.

4) We represent several countries, and entities based in the United States. We
represent all our participating entities.in roughly the same manner.

5) We were not aware of this, and on thi spomt we would also love to know why that
is.
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2002 8:55 PM
To: ) Mike Scanlon
Subject: RE: FW. €@
You iz da man. .
----- Original Message--—--

From: Mike Scanlon [mailto:mikef upnmea—_y -
Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2002 3:54 PM

Tos abramoffj
Subject: RE: FW:
Ok on this, I11 take care of it and get all the payouts golling

----- Original Message-—--——

From: abramoffj@ﬂ [maslto:abramof £} AN
Sent: Thursday, Februa 07, 2002 12:32 PM

To: Mike Scanlon

Subject: RE: FW: .

Choctaw did not yet pay us for@ll? Shoot! Should I call Nell on this? we need to get
some § from those monkeys!!!!

As to Ralph, go ahead and pay him so I can get him off my
back. we'll get the Choctaw goney soon enough.

~-=---0riginal Message---——-
From:

Mike Scanlon [mailto:mike! SulmulNNNENNENN
Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2002 9:29 AM
Tos abramoffy
Subject: Re: FW:

We still haven't been paid for ms— I can cover bothour of lousiana money if you uant— the
ms goney won't be here till next week p:obably.

=~~-«=0Original Helnqe-—-

From: abramotfjQINNEMEEE <abramof{3 QRIS
To: Mike Scanlon <mike¢QERNNEENENNES

Sent: Wed Feb 06 22:16:49 2002

subject: Fw:
Can you get him Ghe 450K for M5 now?

----- Original Message————-

From: Ralph Reed lmnto ralphl

Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2002 12:36 PM
Tot Jack Abromoff (E-mail}

Subject: -

wanted to just let ‘you know we've not received the payment foq et.
We've burned through wore than half of that already in out-sourced vending with phones,
mail, radio, so we appreciate it if you could expedite.

The information contained in this transnission msy contain

privileged and confidential information., It is intended ondly - -
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,

et GTG-E000018!
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Friday, February 08, 2002 9:42 AM

To: Neil Volz home; Zilio, Mayra (BStf-Mia-Mkig)

Cc: Baggett, Fred (Shid-Tal-Gov/Adm); Grossman, Sandy (Dir-Mia-Mk1g); Cobb, Audrey
(AdmAst-Mia-Mkig)

Subject: RE: FYI...

11l do better than that. I'll put you in direct touch with Neil. Neil/Mayra, | teave it to you to coordinate on this. thanks

----- Original Message-----

From: Zilio, Mayra (BStf-Mia-Mkig)

Sent Friday, February 08, 2002 10:18 AM
To Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Cel Baggeli, Fred (Shld-Tal-Gov/Adm); Grossman, Sandy (Dir-Mia-Mktg), Cobb, Audrey (AdmAs(-Mia-Mkig)
Subject: FYI...

In case you have not seen this week's issue, there's a mention of a new member in the DC lobbying team. Let us know
when he will star, title, and if a resume can be made available to us for bio, release, etc.

National Journal
Copyright 2002 by National Joumnal Group Inc. All rights reserved.

Saturday, February 9, 2002 ” ) o7
PEOPLE

People for February 9, 2002
Erin Heath
Lobby Shops

A top lobbyist at Greenberg Traurig's Washington office,

Jack Abramoff, has recruited a new Republican lobbyist for his
team: Hill staffer Neil Volz. Volz, 31, works as the chief of
staff for Rep. Bob Ney, R-Ohia, and as the staff dicector for the
House Administration Committee, which Ney chairs. How does Volz
handle two jobs at once? “A lot of hours, a lot of coffee,” he

says with a laugh. Volz wasa't always-set on entering public
service. While still in coliege, he landed his first job-a

marketing associate for Pinnacle Data Systems Inc., an Ohio-based
comp technology company. But it took just one political

science class to steer Volz in a different direction, and soon he
signed on as a legislative assistant to then-Ohio State Senate
President Stanley Aroncff. Volz volunteered to help Ney, who then
was also a state senator, with Ney's first congressional campaign

in 1994. After Ney won, Volz joined him in Washington as a press
secrelary. Volz became chief of staff three years later, and he
added the committee job last year. Volz says he'll miss the flow

of the legislative process, but now he plans to "enjoy it from a
different angte.” :
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PARTINERS GROUP
CORSULTANTS

February 8, 2002
MEMORANDUM
To: Govemor Albert Alvidrez
Lt. Governor Carlos Hisa
Tribal Council
From: Marc Schwartz
RE: MEETING WITH JACK ABRAMOFF

Per your instructions, I have scheduled the meeting with Jack Abramoff for Tuesday,
February 12® at 2:30 p.m., at the Council offices. These arrangements have béén confirmed with
Mr. Abramoff.

Mr, Abramoff is the attorney that was discussed at last Tuesday’s Council meeting and
will be making a short presentation on his capabilities.

I am sending a copy of this memo to Tom so that he will be aware of the time and place.
MIS:wbm

c Tom Diamond

MARKETING ¢ MEDIA # PUBLIC RELATIORS @ GOYERNMENT AFFAIRS ® CRiSIS MANAGEMENT
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From: abramoffj on behalf of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Salu 2 €:00 PM

To: mik

Subject: RE: TEXAS-Court denies Tiguas stay

We have to strategize on this one.

From: Mike Scanlon (mailto:mik

Sent: Saturday, , 2002 9:35 AM

Tot abramoff]j

Subject: Fw: TEXAS-Court denies Tiguas stay
Uh oh? -

-Original Message—
From: Brian J. Mann <bri.
To:

David Flaherty <davidi

Sent: ‘Sa
Subject: TEXAS-Court denies Tiguas stay

EL PASO TIMES-NEWS

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 9, 2002

Court denies Tiquas stay

Jennifer Shubinski

El Paso Times

Coming Sunday

What's next for Speaking Rock Casino employees? Read Sunday's El Paso Times for a special
report on the topic. The U.S. 5th Circuit Court of Appeals on Friday denied the Tigua
tribe's lawyers' request for a stay to keep Speaking Rock Casino open while furtheyr
appeals were pursued. The appeals court in New Orleans delivered what might be the final
blow for the Tiguas in the more than 2~year-old court battle with the state. The ruling
came just three days before the court is to send its mandate, upholding a lower court's
order that the casino is illegal under state law, to federal district court in El Paso.
The mandate requires the cessation of gaming activity at the casino. "Today's decision
clearly demonstrates the complete disregard for the sovereign rights Congress established
for our pueblo ... ,” Tigua Gov. Albert Alvidrez said in a press release, “We will never
give up this fight." Tribal lawyers will file an emergency request Monday through Supxeme
Court Justice Antonin Scalia to issue a stay pending an appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court,
Tigua spokesman Marc Schwartz said. Still pending before the Sth Circuit Court of Appeals
are motions for a rehearing before the three-judge panel and for a hearing before the full
court. Jane Shepperd, spokeswoman for the Texas attorney general's office, declined to
comment., Casino worker Isabel Huerta, 30, said she and other employees were hoping the
court would issue the stay and keep the casino from closing down next week. "It's not
great news, not just for me but for a lot of employees. It affects a lot of people," said
Huerta, a single mother. Huerta, who is not a Tigua, said she doesn't have any firm plans
for a new job, despite the ongoing legal battles and the appeals court's recent opinion
that affirmed a lower court's order that the casine vioclates the state's gaming laws.
"I've applied in several places, but far as immediate plans, I have none," she said. "I
was hoping we'd get granted the stay." Texas Attorney General John Cornyn filed suit
against the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo on Sept. 27, 1999, and claimed that the casino was
illegal under state law. U.S. District Judge Garnett Thomas Eisele ruled Sept. 27, 2001,
that the casino was operating in violation of Texas law and ordered it shut down. The
Tiguas appealed the case to the Sth Circuit Court of Appeals, and at the time requested a
stay while the case was being heard. The appeals court granted that stay but later
reversed it when the court upheld Eisele's decision last month. Jennifer Shubinski may be
reached at jshubinskifelpasotimes.com

< N

GTG-E000000353
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following Texas law and he will prevail in the courts. Texas will close those casinos down
that are operating illegally," Deaton said. The Tiguas lawsuit centers on the tribe's
sovereignty on whether it has political authority over gambling and other reservation
issues. The Tiguas have been operating the Speaking Rock Casino since November 1993 when
it first opened with bingo. It has since turn into a full-fledged casino offering slot
machines, card and dice games and off-track betting. The casino employs 800 pecple and

pulls in $60 million a year.

GTG-E000002296
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s

PARTHNERS GROUP

CONSULTANTS
February 10, 2002
MEMORANDUM
To: " Governor Albert Alvidrez

Lt. Governor Carlos Hisa
Tribal Council

From: Marc Schwartz

RE: MEETING WITH JACK ABRAMOFF - REVISEf)

Mr. Abramoff will be arriving at around 12:30 pm on Tuesday and wanted to know the
possibility of meeting a littler earlier, at around 1:30 p.m. If that is possible, please let me know
at your earliest convenience.

MIS:wbm

o Tom Diamond

MARKETING ® MEDIA-® PUBLIC RELATIONS ® GOVERNMERTAFFAIRS @ CRISIS MANAGEMENT _

~
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Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Monday, February 11, 2002 10:42 AM
Chris

Subject: RE: wednesday's mesting

This is a potential problem! Who might be joining? They have to be totally part of the family. We cannot risk that
they are in the opposing camp. Please let me know what you have in mind as soon as possible. thanks.

—--0riginal Message—--

From: Chris [w

Sent: Monday, February 11, 2002 10:07 AM
To: abramoffi@;

Subject: wednesday's meeting

| just spoke with the sub-chief and he has indicated that the Council is going into session to vote on the travel for
Wednesday. He did indicate, however, that another Council member or two could be joining the meeting. I will
know the outcome by 12:00 noon.

5/8/2004 ' GTG-E000024973
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From: Abramoff, Jack | NNEENER

Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2002 8:33 AM
To: Mike Scanlon office

Subject: FW: Texas

pathetic

————— Original Message~-——-

From: Ralph Reed {mailto:ralph
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2002 9:24 AM
Toz tabramoffj

Subject: RE: Texas

got it. wWe're talking to our contacts today. now that we have the supremes on board,
we're pushing hard for immediate lower court action on the AC. they want to do that and
are willing, but in the end it's up to the judge. if they push too hard and insult the
judge, the judge becomes difficult and it backfires. expect to have an update for you
later today. -——--Original Message---——

From: abramoffj

Sent: Monday, February 11, 2002 8:03 PM

To: Ralph Reed

Subject: RE: Texas

Ultimately, as you can imagine, the main target is the AC. I wish those moronic Tiguas _
were smarter in their political contributions. I'd love us to get our mitts on that
moolah!! Oh well, stupid folks get wiped out. Now let's get AC.

—--—0riginal Message-————

*rom: Ralph Reed ({mailto:xalph|

3ent: Monday, February 11, 2002 1:56 PM

To: Jack Abramoff —

Subject: Texas

major victory. mnow it's on to livingston. but note they plan a: legislative battle now
that they have lost in the courts:

Associated Press : Texas Wire
Tigua casino set to close barring Supreme Court stay

The Associated Press

Web Posted : 02/11/2002 2:08 AM

After years of legal wrangling, a casino run by the Tigua Indian tribe was

set to close Monday, barring a last-minute stay by the U.S. Supreme Court. -
Tigua Gov. Albert Alvidrez said tribal attorneys planned to file an

emergency request Monday morning to keep their Speaking Rock Casino open
until the tribe exhausts its opportunity for appedl.

Last week, the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in New Orleans declined

to grant a stay that would have kept the casino open.

Texas Attorney General John Cornyn filed a lawsuit to close the casino in
1999, six years after it opened.

Cornyn's office has maintained that state law prohibits casino-style

gambling and that the Indians are subject to that law because of an s R
agreement they signed in 1987 that restored their trust relationslup with -
the federal government.

The tribe has said it is a sovereign nation and not subject to specifie . ..
state criminal laws. Tribal officials have also said their games of chancé T - s
are structured so they comply with the Texas State Lottery Act and that .
they have the right to do anything allowed to the state. L )
: In January, a three-judge panel of the-court affirmed a lower court ruling ) ’
> that the tribe's casino violates state law and must close. That mandate - - LT

YVVVVVVVVYVVVVVVVVVVVY

. -
GTGOOsI67-JA )
31458¢
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2002 8:19 AM
To: Boutanger, Todd (Dir-DC-Gov)}

Subject: RE: Political Contribution Requesls

CREA is Councif for Republican Envicenmental Advocacy. The tiustees group (which the other tibes do) is $50K. this is
the group which Norton was chainman of before she-went Lo Dol and which she supports stilf.  Asking him for another
$50 is goiag to knock his socks off. Call him and tell him thiat this was inadvertently [eft off the fist and ask what we

shioufd do, since Norton is very soon golng to hiast another dinner of the trustees (he is aware of the last one) and we
want to make sure they are included.

——0Original Message—-

Front:  Boulanger, Todd (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent:  Tuesday, February 12, 2002 9:13 AM

To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Subject: RE: Political Contribution Requests

" Thelist they approved was sent a while ago. You mentioned the CREA request to me and Cheis when he was in town
with Otto (remember in your office). 1 will inform him. How inuch?,

WWhat does CREA stand for? He requires short discriplions of PACs and campalgns so0 he can explaln K lo the coundcil.
Also, Go you hiave an address for the organization?

-=—Originat Message——— i

From: Abramaff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) *
Seat-  Tuesday, Febru 12, 2002 9:08 AM-

TTo: . Boulanger, Todd

sub]ed. RE: Pofitical Comﬁbuuon Requests -

Todd.d(d
ofthese offiess. lwn\fmdttmmon&eﬁst.bs&lcan‘tevemecaﬂifmdmmdﬁ. didwe?..

——Oxiginal Message—
From: Bodlanger, Todd

OirDC-GoV)
$em. Tuesday, Jaq 15200212:53 M-
o

Cc: Abramoff, Jack (Di-DC-Gav)
-Subject: Political Contribution Requwls
- lmpoctance:  High

" Ghis, per your request please find attached 3 Word o ts (House and D i .
contribution requests). These are our “wish kists™ for the 2nd session of (he 107th Congm.&s If you have any questions,
please give me a call. Thaoks. . .

<< File: House Leadership Requ&ds (2002 - campalgn do(lars)Doc >> << File: Saglnaw Democratic
Conkibuhon Request.DOC >>

<< File: Saginaw Republican Contributi doc >>




481

/

From: Abramoff, Jack il

Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2002 7:08 PM

To:

Subject: RE: Contribution Request Matrix — with Member/Commitiee Names/Addresses/Amount

We are meeting them tomorrow and will get it sorted out.

~—~---Original Message—-—-——-

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2002 3:06 BM

To: Abramoff, Jack
Subjects: RE: Contribution Request Matrix -- with Member/Committee

Hames/Addresses/Ampunt

We are so close to nailing down projects for them. I have

what a cluster that tribe is.
All the letters and paperwork is almost done and/or

a feeling- they are.going to blow it.
ready to go.
Even if we had to take some money out of our retainer to pay Scanlon to work the ground

‘for them for crying out loud...
————— Original Message————

From: Abramoff, Jack
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2002 3:01 PM

To:
Subject: RE: Contribution Request Matriz —- with Membex/Committee Names/Addresses/Amount

I am going there tomoxrow by the way, on the way back from Nevada. Meeting with our slate
on’ the council, chief, subchief, et al, to make sure they start doing the local political

work they need to do to stay im power..

~——-Original Message-
- From: m
Sent: Tuesday,
To:  Abramoff, Ja
Subject: RE: Contribution Request: Matrix ~~ with Member/Committee
Names/Addresses/Amount
He sald he would go back to the council with it shortly., He wanted to hold off until we
got the $270K or so in hand to give out...then go back for apother line item. I think if
we tell them about the next meeting (who is going to be there, yadda yadda} ...plus the

Choctaw are there,” they'll give the money. -

- ————-'—original Message————-—
From: Abramoff, Jack (iEEEyERGESm=
- Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2002 11:35 AM . ,

To:
Subject: Re: Contributien Request Matrix -- with Member/Committee Names/Addresses/Amount

Did he respomd to the crea request?
Jack Abramoff

~—--—-Original Message-————
Erom:

To: 'cpetras <cpetras
CC: Abramoff, Jack <abramof£] (SRR
Sent: Tue Feb 12 11:34:16 -2002

GTG-E000025064
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From: Abramoff, Jack (IR

Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2002 10:38 AM
To: Mike Scanlon office

Subject: FW: TIGUA INDIANS

This guy NEEDS us to save his ass!!

————— Original Message———--

From: Mjschwartz

Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2002 10:33 AM

Tos abramoff)

Subject: TIGUA INDIANS

Jack: e

Certainly enjoyed your visit and efforts to help our client. I look forward to receiving
your proposal and we will do everything possible to make it come to fruition. Best,

Marc

1

' GTG006968-JA.

31413
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Thursday, February 14, 2002 9:22 AM
To: Mike Scanlon office

Subject: FW: CREA Request

This will help us get William scared about Blue Lake, hopefully increasing our budget.

-—--Original Message---—--

From: Boulanger, Todd (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Thursday, February 14, 2002 10:15 AM
To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Subject: RE: CREA Request

Great...... Kevin is going to draft the CATS letter to the president and Norton saying “no more Indian gaming
expansion”...... | want fo light a fire under Griles's ass.

-—-Original Message——

From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Thursday, February 14, 2002 10:13 AM
To: Boulanger, Todd (Dir-DC-Gov)
Subject: FW: CREA Request
Importance:  High

They are supposed to approve the CREA contribution this morning.

—Original Message——

From: Boulanger, Todd (Di-DC-Gov)

Sent:  Tuesday, February 12,2002 6:31 AM
To: ‘cpetras@ID

Subject: CREA Request

Importance: High

Chis, | just noticed that the CREA (Council for Republican Environmental Advocacy) contribution was inadvertently left
off the list (Remember we discussed it with Jack when Sub chief Otto was in town?). As you know, CREA is the group
which Secretary Norton was chainman of befare she went to Dol and which she still strongly supports. A $50,000
contribution is required to be a trustee of the organization. All of our tribes have given at this level and have found it
very beneficial. Secretary Norton is very soon going to host another dinner of the trustees and we want to make sure
that the Saginaw Chippewa's tribal leadership.is included.

We strongly recommend that the Saginaw Chipbewa play an active role with this organization. What is your
recommendationt on how to proceed?

| am somry that this wasn't included in the most updated request matrix. This is my fault. -Todd

GTG-E000025046
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RE: AIC

Page 1 of 2

From: abramofﬂ@-

Sent:  Thursday, February 14, 2002 11:06 AM
To: Chris Cathcart
Subject: RE: AIC

Thanks.

From: Chris Catheart [mailto:chris@IEEE——
Sent: Thursday, February 14, 2002 10:41 AM

To:  abramoffj i NE—
Cc: Mike Scanlon
Subject: RE: AIC

1 have not forgotten about him. He will be paid in our next "billing
cycle”, which is Monday. 1 can even Fed Ex him the check.

From: abramoffj G 12 t0; abramofT) ( {——
Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2002 12:23 PM

To: ccathcart @ NN

Cc: Mike Scanlon

Subject: FW: AIC

Can you get him paid?

From: Ben Mackler [mailto:bmack ler@ gy
Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2002 2:26 PM

To: abramofFi SN
Subject: RE: AIC

Hi Sorry to bother you about this but 1 have emaited Chris from AIC and
have

not heard back from him. It has been two weeks. 1 have made two
references

on seperate occaisions about closing out the AIC invoice but he has not
responded. Would the final check be coming from you guys or should I
keep

pursuing him?

Speak to you soon
Thanks

Ben

712212005 "o
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RE: AIC

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an
email to postmaster

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an

email to postmaster D

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an

email to postmaster(_

712212005

Page 2 of 2
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) /o4 =WDC/cn=Recipisnts/cn=abramoft]] on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Thursday, February 14, 2002 4:22 PM

To: 'Mike Scanlon office'

Subject: FW: Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma

1]

1XKPOEL.DOC {23

KB
) We should discuss this. this is Otto's father-in-law's tribe. We do a recall, election and take over. Let's
discuss.
-—--Original Message-----
From: van Horne, Jon (Shid-DC-Legis)
Sent: Thursday, February 14, 2002 4:50 PM
To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Cc Mike Scanlon (E-mail)
Subject: Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma

Here is a summary of relevant portions of the C-A Constitution and by-laws. Recall is pretty straightforward. Let me
know if you need anything else.

GTG-E000010917
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) [/o-4lEIN ou=WDC/cn=Recipienis/cn=abramoffj] on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Friday, February 15, 2002 8:33 AM

Ta: ‘Mike Scanlon’

Subject: RE: shit

Let me see if I can get him to do everything, and I mean everything in towm for $100K or
less. Get me a list of what you think he should be doing.

————— Original Message——~—— :
Mike Scanlon [mailto:mike Qi

Sent: Friday, Februaxy 15, 2002 9:13 AM

To:  abramof £ YN

Subject: Re: shit

Tried calling you. All we have left is 160k if you wanna give it to him ill send it down.
I'm on cell if you for a while,

»»»»» Qriginal Message-—---
: abramoffj@-:om <abramc £ (NN
To: Mike Scanlon <mikef
Sent: Fxi Feb 15 06:18:02
Subject: shit

I just got a call from Italia. Steve told her that, as of now, Norton is going to sign the
Jena deal. We have to ratchet this up. For openets, we must get the national Christian
groups geing. I am going to chat with Reed and try to get a price, but we ire going to
bave to do something. We have to-turn up the heat on this. we cannot lose this. I just
tried to call your cell. Can ol rall me- asap.at.home? -

The information contained in this transmissfon may contain ° .
privileged and confidentlal information. It is intended only

for the use of the person{s) named above. If you are not the

intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this

ecommunication is strictly prohibited. If you are not-the

intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email

and destyoy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator dizectly, please send an
email to postmaster@

e ' GTG-E0D0010T14
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AC

Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Saturday, February 16, 2002 10:12 PM
To: Smith, Michael D. (Assoc-DC-Legis)
Subject: RE: Update on a few fronts!

Super. I am going to respond to Michael now, and will cc you. Let's coordinate to make
this work well.

————— Original Message-—--~

From: Smith, Michael D. (Assoc-DPC-Legis}
Sent: Saturday, February 16, 2002 10:52 PM

To: Abramoff, Jack {Dir-DC-Gov}

Subject: Fw: Update on a few fronts!

Jack:

I spoke to Michael about this Wednesday and he thought that a dinner and sporting event
would go a long way with Virginia et al {especially dinner at your place). Let me know if
you think there are things I can/should do to assist this visit.

Thanks.

Michael D. Smith

Greenberg Traurig

-Qriginal Message—
From: MCNATIVE! <MCNATIVE!

O
To: abramoffj <abramo £ £] ¢ @
Sent: Sat Feb 16 22:48:20 2002

Subject: Update on a few fronts!

Jack

Sorxy for not getting back with you earlier! I-was in the midst of moving, then had to
fly to Albuguerque and launch a new Philip Morris Native Youth Wellpess Initiative and am
now back on the Mencminee Reservation - surrounded by boxes - patiently awaiting various
contractors to complete their tasks!

Virginia has filed to run for the Chairman of Agua Caliente, while Candace filed to run
for the At-Large seat on Tribal Council. Virginia will have a tough challenger in
Richard, though I believe Candace will win by .a comfortable margin. Knowing Virginia — I
don't think she would vie for that position if she didn't think she had a good chance -~ so
time will tell. I assisted them with their candidacy statements and will fly out the

weekend before the election to see what we can shore-up. The actual election is March
19th.

This is their contact information:

Candace Patencio

E-Mail: cpatencio_

Virginia Siva
Take care. I am in Wisconsin until Thursday and then go to Chicago for a board meeting
and then fly to Key West on Saturday for a week-long vacation.

Michael

N 2 ;

, : ' " GTG-E000056872
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PS Candace and Virginia are both going to be in Washington the week of February 24th -
initially for NCAI's Executive Council meeting and then NIGA business.

GTG-EQ00056873
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From:  Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) n behalf of
Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Sunday, February 17, 2002 11:50 AM
To: ‘Mike Scanion office’
Subject: FW: Update on a few fronts!

Let's discuss this.

——Original Message
From: MCNATIV

Sent: Sunday, February 17, 2002 11:20 AM
To: abramofﬁ‘

Subject: Re: Update on a few fronts!

Jack:

When Candace and Vigginia are in DC - | am it Key West - 50 | will miss tﬁem - though will see them a few weeks
fater when 1 am in Palm Springs.

On the election front, Agua voters must register weeks in advance in order to participate in the efection - so now is
the time they need to shore up their support!

{ haope all is well - take care,

Michae!

5/8/2004 . GTG-EQ00056867
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) [/o-4IN cu=WDC/cn=Recipients/cn=abramoffj] on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) -

Sent: Sunday, February 17, 2002 10:56 PM

To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Subject: RE: Tigua

Original Message-—---—

From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Sunday, February 17, 2002 11:53 PM
Tot Mike Scanlon office

Subject: FW: Tigua

Dawg, we're going to miss the meeting on Tuesday at this rate. Let's not blow this one
because we don't get them a proposal. Get me something asap!

fffff Original Message-----

From: Mike Scanlen [mailto:mike

Sent: Saturday, February 16, 2002 4:02 PM
To: abramoffj

Subject: Tigua

Still working - Ill have it done befoer noon tommorow so you can get it deon to schartz.

Too nice of a day to work! Michael Scanlen Scanlon Gould Public Affairs

mike

GTG-E000010895
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From: Abramofi, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Sunday, February 17, 2002 7:40 AM
To: Candace Patencio

Subject: Hi Candace

1 hope this finds you well. Michael tefis me that Virginia and you are going to be in Washington, DC next week. { would
love to get together with you if possible. Coincidentally, that is the week that we open Signatures, a high end fine dining
restaurant which | own. We have a special reception there Wednesday night for Senator Tim Hutchinson (I'd fove to
introduce you to him - and then we could all have dinner). Thursday night is the grand opening, and you are certainly
invited to attend that one as well. There should be quite a few Members and Senators there. Anyway, I'll call you this
week to see if you can make it and if we can get logether. Are you guys basketball fans? If so, the Wizands (Michael
Jordan) are playing and i'd love to have you join us for that too. Of course you probably have SOME work te do that
week as welll! :-)

GTG-EQ00057166
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February 18, 2002
_TO: Jack

FR: Kevin

RE: Sandia Pueblo

1 am attaching information from the Sandia Pueblo’s website that provides background
on the mountain settlement, the casino, and the tribe generally.

For purposes of Wednesdaj’s meeting, here are some bullet facts to know:

>

The whole mountain fight boils down to what is the eastem boundary of the
Pueblo’s land. They have strong evidence that it includes the main ridge of the

Sandia Mountain. Those opposed claim that their border ends at the foothills of
the mountain.

There has been litigation which has mostly gone the Pueblo’s way. In April 2000,
Pueblo and the U.S. Government reached a settlement. This settlement must be
ratified by Congress by November 15, 2002. Intervening parties, including
private homeowners and interests, have not signed onto the settlement.

This is the tribe’s biggest and most important public policy effort.

Bingaman supports the settlement and apparently has a draft circulating that
tweaks it in a way that the tribe can live with it. Domenici is opposed. Heather
Wilson is opposed, although it is not clear whether she is taking her cue from
Domenici or hearing from landowners in her district.

We have heard that Norton has asked for a review of the Solicitor’s Opinion
written by Leshy and approved by Babbitt at the very end of the Clinton
Administration. That opinion was favorable for Sandia and there is concern that

The Pueblo are represented by Tim Locke with the Smith Free Group. 1don’t
have last year’s numbers, but the representation appears very smatl (in 99, it was
$10K/month). Smith Free also represented the Paucatuck Eastern Pequot, but no
other tribes. Reid Chambers, the Sonosky Chambers attomey who that referred
Hopi to me, and his partner both believe that Locke is not up to the job, especially
if they are going to get this thing done by November 15 of this year, an election
year. They wanted the tribe to get rid of him, but they decided to keep him on.

When asked to refer some folks to the tribe to work solely on this effort, Locke
recommended some weak folks in town, including the Advocacy Group. (In
contrast, I told Reid’s partner that they should talk only to the big players in town
because this is such a big lift, and then proceeded to distinguish us from them).

GTG-E000003016
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e e 20: > AsImentioned to you before, the tribe apparently is very stingy with its money.
- ©77 T They will need to be educated that spending money on an effort like this is worth
it for all the reasons you know: they need to assert themselves in the state, where
they have become one of the largest employers, as well as the fact that they
otherwise are going to keep paying to litigate this disaster. Our effort is a sprint,
not a marathon ~ although we think our success will convince them to hire us on
after we win.

> The pitch: T want to set aside a little time to talk with you (and Scanlon, if he is
going to be there) about what is said. There are certain things we need to
mention. For example, I want Reid and his firm to keep sending us these
opportunities, and since they will be in the room during the pitch, we have to
make sure we tell the Pueblo that they have a strong legal team in place and we

hope to offer a lobbying effort that is equally qualified for the heavy lift at hand,
blah blah blah.

» 1do not have the names of the Pueblo that will be in our meeting, although I know
there will be a few of them.

> Casino; According to their materials, the casino has over 1,370 slots.

GTG-E000003017
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Monday, February 18, 2002 7:31 AM
To: Bryant Rogers

Subject: Saginaw Chippewas meeting Choctaws

Chris told me this moming that Chery! is setting up the SagChips to visit the Choctaws, which is great. it is important that
they see how things are done right. There is one thing | wanted to mention though. | was told that Cheryl might be
working to set up a separate meeting for Chief Maynard with Chief Martin. Based on the dynamic in the room during our
meeting last week, [ think you could tell that there are some jealousies among the group, particularty Sub Chief Otto and
the others feeling that Chief Maynard might not be including them in stuff. Therefore, | think we should be careful about
setling up separate meetings and, ideally, keep everyone together for everything for now. Let me know if you agree on
this. Thanks Bryant.

1

GTG-E0QD001146
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From: Abramoff, Jack IR
Sent: Monday, February 18, 2002 10:49 AM
To: 'Marc Schwartz'
Subject: Operation Open Doors
Tig- Operation
Open Doors Ana...

ATTORNEY CLIENT
CONFIDENTIAL AND PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATION

Dear Marc,

Attached please find Mike Scanlen's Operation Open Doors plan, I appreciate your
conveying this to the Governor and Tribal Council. |

As we discussed, until we are able to achieve the federal legislative fix, we at Greenberg
“Traurig will not be engaged by the tribe for services officially. All-our work will be
done on a pro-bono basis. Once the legislation is signed by the President, we would
anticipate the tribe engaging us to represent it at.the federal level and assist with the
effort to obtain a Class III compact. Our normal rate in our tribal government practice
is between $125,000 to $175,000 per month for our clients.

I know that .the prospect-of a lobbying firm working for free until the major victory has
been achieved is unusual, but, with the success rate we have had over the past decade, we
are sufficiently confident in our abilities that we can afford to take this risk. Qur
.ptivations for this representation are manifold, including the ‘critical importance of not
:allowing tribal sovereignty to be eroded by the actions of the State of Texas. While we
are Republicans, and normally want all Republicans to prevail in electoral challenges,
this ill advised decision on the part of the Republican leadership in Texas: must not
stand, and we intend to right this using, in part, Republican leaders from Washington.

Of. course, it would be insincere of me to not note that our other motivations include the
hope and éxpectation that, if we succeed, we can expect to have a long term relationship
with the tribe by :ep:esenting their interests on the federal level.

-The proposal Mike Scnnlon has prepared is, in oux view, the best chance the tribe has to
overcome. the gross -indignity perpetuated by ‘the Texas State authorities. Indeed, as I
<sentioned on the. phone, the several day delay getting this to you was the consequence of
.our -wantirg to ensure that we have a path to get this done, and a couple of Senators
-Willing to ram this‘- thriough init‘-iall‘y’. I am plea'sed to note that hoth are in.place.

.CU\xpled With thik $lan, e anticipate that the cnbe will have to makes app:oxhnately
$300,000 in federsl ‘political cdontributiofis:. We are currently preparing a tdrget list of
-those contributions and hope to have that to you shortly. Perhaps in the interim, the
tribal council could approve that.gross amount, with detail to follow.

Mike and I are both free to answer any questions you might have on this proposal and. we
- look forward to getting moving rapidly.

. Kindest regards,

. Jack Abramoff
Senjor Diréctor
 Government Affairs

GIG-E000076138
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Operation Open Doors

February 18,2002

GTG-E000076140
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The singular objective of our strategy is to open the doors of the Speaking
Rook Casino within the next 4 months.

Our objective is clear, and in the following pages we are going to tell you
exactly how we intend to reach our objective. Operation Open Doors is a
massive undertaking fueled by a nation-wide political operation. This
political operation will result in a Majority of both federal chambers either
.becoming close friends of the tribe or fearing the tribe in a very short period
‘of time.

The network we our building for you will give you the political clout necded
to end around the obstacles you face in your own back yard. Simply put, you
need 218 friends in the U.S. House and 51 Senators on your side very
quickly, and we will do that through both love and fear.

Without this national political operation we believe you stand no chance of
achieving a permanent legislative solution to your problem any time soon.
This strategy will helpus get the legislative ball rolling, but more

_ importantly it will provide us the muscle to withstand an expected legislative
backlash after section 107a is repealed.

'Make no mistake; the true value of this strategy is not the legislation. Quiet
frankly the legislative solution itself is not what one would call rocket
science. The truly important part of what we are doing is providing political
. suppott to the legislative solution that we have already identified.

Before going forward we would like to make it completely ¢lear that this
strategy is not full proof. However, under no circumstances do we believe it
“could be classified as high risk either. We have waged similar strategies.in
" the past that have been successful and we will wage many more in the'years
1o come. Your responsibility is to determine if this strategy has reasonable.
. prospects for success, and then completely commit yourself to lt BN

As we presented in our initial meeting, we firmly beheve that if you execute ’

‘this strategy in its entitety, your doors will be open and gaming will retumn in
the imniediate future.

- GTG-E000076141.
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Strategic Overview

The first and most important fact of Operation Open Doors is that you will

* be launching a massive, national, political operation. This political campaign
will be waged at varying intensity in up to 250 congressional districts
spanning roughly 30 states.

The reason we point this out is to give you a better understanding of exactly
what we do. Plainly put, we will be ranning advocacy and political
campaigns similar to the ones you have already in waged in Texas, but in
250 individual congressional districts and several dozen states. Granted that
our campaigns will be far less direct, and based on more individualized
issues, but similar tactics will be employed.

Using kindness and political pressure we will identify majorities in both
Houses, then build the political operations in their districts that will ensure
their support before the legislative relief is put forward. Once the legislative
vehicle has passed, we will activate the political network ensuring that the

" legislation is not defeated, or reversed.

To do all the things we have mentwned in the strategy we follow a simple
strategic model to get you where you need to be. It is important to note, that

. to be successful you must execute all of them in sequence The strategic
phases are as follows:

Organization

Identification

Research

Recruitment (Third Party Allies)

= ‘Execution. - S ~.‘

The pages that follow will walk you through each stage and. explam
the individual tactics executed therein.

-




500

Organization

The true key to any successful political effort is its organizational design.

“ For Operation Open Doors we have developed a two-tiered system. The first
component will identify, classify and organize members of our new political

army.

The second component will identify, classify and organize all qualitative

- research we gather for this strategy. Both will be imported into fwo custom
built political databases. As we execute Operation Open Doors, each phase
will draw back to this organizational design for mobilizing individuals and
ensuring that the individuals in our army have the information needed to
mobilize passionately.

Grassroots Database
" Our first step is to tap into your natural political resources and integrate (or
redirect) them into a custom built political database. To do this, we tap into
. the various individuals and entities that already benefit economically from
the tribe, and that have support bases outside the state.

We gather lists of your vendors, employees, tribal members etc. and we

" import those lists into your new database. Our computer program will match

-the individuals or businesses with addresses, phone numbers, political

. registration and e-mail addresses (when available), and then sort them by

. - FEDERAL election districts nationwide. The district breakdown in your
" database will from U.S. Senator down to State Representative.

‘Once completed, we will be able to tap into this database and mobilize

: " supporters in ANY election of your choosmg nationwide in a matter of

‘moments.

At this point you will have a national political network.

Depending in the amount of vendors you have and their physical locations,
‘we can reach out and mobilize tens of thousands of voters almost
instantaneously. This is an extremely powerﬁxl tool that is absolutcly

- necessary if we are to be wccessful

‘GTG-E000076143
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Qualitative Research Database

This custom built database acts as the information center of Operation Open
Doors. Over the next three weeks, our team will gather qualitative
_ information on the Members we have targeted and place it into this database.

The research will include nearly every piece of information on the targets
that is relevant to our campaign. In addition we will be waging a
" simultaneous effort to gather qualitative research on the key opponents of
“our position. This research can be classified as unfriendly, and is solely
intended to give us the ammunition to fight on an even playing field if the -
‘battle turns nasty. Rest assured, if it does turn nasty, we will be far better
positioned than our opponents.

Once the qualitative research is gathered, it is then sorted by subject matter

- and made retrievable by a phrase search. This purpose of this is so that
information can then be instantly disseminated to any audience we choose
such as our universe of supporters, the press, tlnrd party interest groups or
‘'other interested parties.

To put things in military terms, the grassroots database is your weapon; the
research database is your ammunition. As I stated previously, this database
will contain every piece of information fathomable, and place it at your
fingertips. The only questlon left unanswered is how you use the

- -informatijon.

-

GTG-E000076144
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Identification / Research

Once we have both political databases in place we can begin the
identification process. What we do in this phase of the program is.identify a
series of targets. Your database will tell us where you are politically strong
in a national sense, and then we build a target list of allies based on that data.

For example, lets say that your long distance carrier is sprint
communications. Sprint benefits by having you as a client, they make
‘thousand of dollars a year on commutations services and hardware they
provide to the tribe. Our systém we will immediately tell us that Santa Cruz, .
California is the home of Sprint Communications, who the U.S.
Representatives from the area are and obviously the two U.S. Senators.

Instantly, we have identified a power base outside of your own community
that you never knew existed, and if we educate them and properly, two
. powerful U.S Senators and a House Member are now on our team.

This process is repeated with every vendor that does business with the tribe.
From paper clips, to the manufacturer of your slot machines, our
identification process will tell us where our NATIONAL power base truly is.

The identification process is important because it helps us strategically target
supporters, but its most important aspect is the fact that it allows you to build
a large network in a very, very short period of time. Without this process it
would take you years to determine who may or may not help the tribe. Our

© . - system docs it almost overnight.

. Perhaps the most time consuming part of this process is the anti-gaming
" cross-referencing portion. Once we have imporied the data and identified our

- potential political allies, we immediately run a legislative cross-reference on _
the politicians identified. This cross-reference immediately tells us if the
elected official has a voting history that could clearly be construed as antj-
Iudian or anti-gaming. This helps identify potential enemies, and helps

- determine if we should “write off” certain Members of: Congress as potenual
allies even though we have supporters in their distticts. ™ "1
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Recruitment

At this point in the strategy we identified our relief mechanism in repealing
107a, we have redirected your political resources for a federal fight, and
identified allies in both chambers of congress.

It’s now time to go after our targets and lock down the support we need.

We will due this largely through the vendor portion of the database we built
_ you. We will make contact with your key suppliers and vendors in the target
districts and recruit them for the cause.

Put plainly, the vendors who have benefited financially from the tribe over
* the years are about to thank the tribe in a very political way. Its time they
pay a little back, and all we are going to ask these companies to do is lobby
their federal representatives on-our behalf.

We will do this by utilizing a series of tactics. Wewill call them, write them
aletter and in many cases place a personal visit. In our communications we
will educate them as to what the issue is, and how they can help. We will
inform them that we need them to contact THEIR representative and support
the tribe.

For example, when a Congressman or Senator gets a call from a home state
employer asking for their support for the repeal of section 107a — they will -
listen. In addition we may not need them leading up to a vote, but after the
fact. And when the local business owners are supporting them, they will be

. much more likely to stand beliind a decision they made.

". _ This out reach effort is the largest part of the program. We will be reaching

out to not only your vendors and suppliers, but to their individual emplpyees
‘as well. We could find ourselves drafting hundreds of thousands of letters
soliciting their support, and an equivalent number to their employees, and
their family members. The multiplier effect of this program is enormous. If
_you have one supplier in California, and a hundred employees at that
supplier, you have a nice power base there. When you add thg: employecs
family members to the count you have gone from nothing to 250 voters in
someone” s district fighting for you. . )

Now imagine that nationwide. ' . L e B
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Execution

The execution of the program will unfold in the exact same manner as the
proposal, with one small exception. The execution of the program will be
conducted on two separate tracks, by two separate teams. While our main
focus, and the majority of our staff is dedicated to the political strategy, we
will have a legislative team in place getting the legislation introduced (most
likely as an amendment).

- That said, the rest of the program will follow a series of sequential steps.
They are as follows:

Organization ) )

" 1) We will immediately begin acquiring the computer hardware, sofiware
and design the computer program that houses your database. This database
will be for your use only, available on-line for your use, and will be the
‘permanent property of the tribe.

2) We will have a team come to El Paso to gather all relevant data so that we
«can import it into your database. Ordinarily we simply ask for data such as
vendor lists, employee list etc. In some cases customer lists can be helpful,
but they are not requu'cd Furthermore, if we do believe this information will
be helpful we will sign any confidentiality documents to ensure the Lists

- safety.

'3) In one week to ten days we can have your data fully integrated and the
system in place.

VIdénﬁﬁcation . :

1) Before the system design is even completed we can get the data sets

necessary to being the identification process. At this point we will’
- report to you our preliminary target lists.

2) We will dispatch a field research team to conduct research on the )
allies identified (such as how many employces they have, if they are
financial supporters the Member of Congress etc).

3) We then establish criterion or goals for membcr oonw,ct in each
targetedd:slm;t ) e nm
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Research
1) When we establish the list of opponents we will conduct a
comprehensive opposition research program on the individual. This
research is intended to keep our opponents “in line”.

2) In targeted “friendly” districts we will conduct fraditional polls to
determine the strength and weakness of our position. Our objective
here is to compile data that shows each member that the public favors
our position. This data will be shared with the Members of Congress

“in certain districts.

Execution

At this point we are roughly two weeks into the program. We have builta.
national network, identified our targets, gathered the appropriate research to
win with “honey and vinegar” it is now time to mobilize in their districts.
This portion of the program is a very gray area; our efforts will vary from

- district to district. However, the following is what we typically do in the
targeted districts.

1) Business owner letter and follow up call campaign.
. We will make contact with the owner of the business who supplies you
- with services and provide them a letter to sign and send to their members. _
‘We will then provide call script for that person to follow up. Field visits
to the identified businesses are usually conducted

2) Employee phone bank. For the companies with large employee bascs
we wﬂ! conduct a phone-bank operation to their Representatives.

: 3) Employee letter writing campaign. We will have each employee in
each targeted districts write an individual letter to their .
- Representatives.. . ) R

4 We recruif third parties to write and call in the targeted districts, -
these individuals include large donors other large business owners
former staffers etc. S

5) Third party advacacy campatgns In some dnstncts we will encouragc
large employers to take out advertisements under their pame -
- advocating our posmqn_ : -
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These are the five main tactics we use in our efforts. While these may
seem rather simple, please remember the enormity of the overall project. If
we have only one business execute this program in each district we target
we will place 62,500 calls and 62,500 letters to federal legislators. ’

On average we see three employers in the targeted districts parficipate.
We can reasonably expect generating roughly 375,000 individual contacts
from this program. 375,000 calls and letters in support of a political position
is an extremely large show of force, and more than enough muscle for us to
achieve our objective.

GTG-E000076149
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Budget / Timeline

*Note: .
Due to the time sensitivity, we will conduct the Organization, Identification
and Research phases on a rolling basis. )

Organization

Cost: $1,875,000.00

Timeline: February 19, 2002 — February 27, 2002.

Identification

Cost: $845,000.00

Timeline: February 23 — February 27, 2002

Research

Cost: $935,000.00
" Timeline: February 25- Febm;ry 27,2002
. Execution / Advocécy
" Cost: 1,745,006.00

.-March 1, 2002 - ﬁomm completion _

MMM.OQ
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Monday, February 18, 2002 10:12 PM

To: Patencio, Candace (ACC)

Subject: RE: Hi Candace

Believe me, I understand the NEED big time!! :) let's chat tomorrow to make plans. I'll

give you a buzz on cell. Regards.

————— Original Message—-—--
Fro
Sent: Monday, February 18, 2002 2:09 PM
Toz abramoffj

Subject: RE: Hi Candace

Patencio, Candace (ACC) [mailto:cpatencio iy

Yes, the e-mail has found me well. I don't know what would happen if it found me sick??2??

Just being a little silly....it is Monday what can I say.

Yes, Virginia, Moraino and I will be in DC from 2/24-3/1. The full Tribal Council along

with the proxies will be attending the NCAI & NIGA meetings.

it will be an

interesting agenda with some exciting topics. You never know with these meetings.

Spoke with Virginia she said she would like to go to dinner but neither of us are

basketball fans (As you can tell fine dining is something we enjoy)

find time to go shopping. The key word is NEED

Now with these

.and I am sure your wife would agree

with us. Anyway, call me later in the week and we will try and confirm our plans.

Candace

abramof ] Gyl (mailto: abramoffje—
S8ent: Sunday, February 17, 2002 5:40 AM

To: Patencio, Candace (ACC})
Subject: Hi Candace

I hope this finds you well. Michael tells me that Virginia and you are going to be in

Washington, DC next week. I would love to get together with you if possible.
Coincidentally, that is the week that we open Signatures, a high end fine dining

restaurant which I own. We have a special reception there Wednesday night for Senator Tim
Hutchinson (I'd love to introduce you to him - and then we could all have dinner).
Thursday night is the grand opening, and you are certainly invited to attend that one as

well. There should be quite a few Members and Senators there.

Anyway, I'll call you this

week to see if you can make it and if we can get together. Are you guys basketball fans?
I1f so, the Wizards (Michael Jordan) are playing and I'd love to have you join us for that

too. 'Of course you probably have SOME work to do that week as wellt!

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential informationr. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an
email to postmaster
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2002 8:05 AM

To: Mike Scanlon

Subject: RE: TEXAS-450 casino employees officially fired..,

1 hour 45 minutes and counting my friend

77777 Original Message----- A

From: Mike Scanlon [mailto:mikeCqiiuu,

Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2002 8:38 AM

To: abramoffj

Subject: Fw: TEXAS-450 casino employees officially fired...

This is on the front page of todays paper while they will be voting on our p.an'

77777 Criginal Message-----

From: Brian J. Mann <brianjmanniCii iy

To: Aaron Stetter <aaron ; David Flaherty <davidl ; Erin
Yeatman <erin ; Amy Biederman <amy : Patrick Gould
<pat BN Mike Scanlon <mike Chris Cathcart

<chris AR
Sent: Tue Feb 19 06:43:25 2002
Subject: TEXAS-450 casino employees officially fired...

EL PASO TIMES

Tuesday, February 19, 2002
450 casino employees officially terminated
By Jennnifer Shubinski ,
El Paso Times .
One week after Tigua tribal officials complied with a federal court order to shut the
casino down, 450 people received their final termination notice and 60-day severance
packages Monday. A line wound out the door at Speaking Rock Casino Monday morning as
employees waited to get their checks and turn in uniforms. About 200 people kept their
jobs, but Tigua spokesman Marc Schwartz said there may be more layoffs. Many of-the
employees said they didn't know where to look for a job and were disappointed the casino
had to close. "I am an old lady, it's going to be difficult for me to find another job,"
said Guillermina Morales, 60. Morales worked in house keeping for the casino for four
years. Jennifer Shubinski may be reached at jshubinski@elpasotimes.com Full story in
tomorrow's El Paso Times .

1 . by
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2002 7:46 AM

To: Mike Scanlon

Subject: RE: TEXAS-450 casino employees officially fired...

Is life great or what!!!

————— Original Message-----

From: Mike Scanlon [mailto:mike G

Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2002 8:38 AM

To: abramoffj

Subject: Fw: TEXAS-450 casino employees officially fired...

This is on the front page of todays paper while they wil) be voting on our plan!'

————— Original Message—----

From: Brian J. Mann <brianjmannl

To: Aaron Stetter <aaronCqilNNNNNENR / David Flaherty <davidQyuuii 5 Erin
Yeatman <erin@scanlongould.com>; Amy Biederman <amy@scanlongould.com>; Patrick Gould
<pat@ Mike Scanlon <mike ; Chris Cathcart

<chris

Sent: Tue Fel
Subject: TEXAS-450 casino employees officially fired...

EL PASO TIMES

Tuesday, February 18, 2002
450 casino employees officially terminated
By Jennnifer Shubinski
El Paso Times
One week after Tigua tribal officials complied with a federal court order to shut the
casino down, 450 people received their final termination notice and 60-day severance
packages Monday. A line wound out the door at Speaking Rock Casino Monday morning as
employees waited to get their checks and turp in uniforms. About 200 people kept their
jobs, but Tigua spokesman Marc Schwartz said there may be more layoffs. Many of the
employees said they didn't know where.to look for a job and were disappointed the casino
had to close. "I am an old lady, it's:going to be difficult for me to find another job,"
said Guillermina Morales, 60. Morales worked in house keeping for the casino for four
years. Jennifer Shubinski may be reached at jshubinski@elpasotimes.com Full story in
tomorrow's El Paso Times
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2002 7:42 AM

To: Chris

Subject: RE: ¢an you get Maynard and David (and the others)

Can you hand out the inveice (but only to the slate of 8) and just read them the memo?
The opposition should just hear this at the table orally and get nothing in writing. Will
that work?

fffff Original Message-----

From: Chris ([mailto:cpetras

Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2002 8:55 AM

To: abramoffj@

Subject: Re: can you get Maynard and David (and the others;

When I brought up the issue previously, the response was it was too soon to ask. However,
I just talked to the Chief and he said bring the materials over. I have the materials but
need to know if all can see the documents or if there is another document that needs to be
typed outlining the program and payment costs? Something that says basically here is the

program, here is what the Tribes use the program for, here is what it will cost total and
with quarterly payments. I need a document that everyone who would be utilized throughout
the process can see. Thanks. -----— Original Message-----

From: abramof {3 iR <abramoff]@

To: cpetrasCY il <cpetras

Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2002 8:03 AM

Subject: can you get Maynard and David (and the others)

>Up to date on the sports suites proposal and get that approved asap? I
have

>to get closure here. The other participants are getting antsy about
>this and want to get moving, and bills are coming due. Let me know if
>I need to make any calls on it. Thanks Chris.

>

>

>

>The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged
>and confidential information. It is intended only for the use of the
>person(s) named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you-are
>hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution or
>duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you are
>net the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
>and destroy all copies of the original message.

>

>To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an email to
>postmaster

>
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Thursday, February 21, 2002 8:15 AM
To: Boulanger, Todd (Dir-DC-Gov)
Subject: RE: SAGINAW: visits

You are going to have to tough through this for a while unfortunately. Until we hit a stride and the council is more stable,
he is our one secure ally there and this is what floats his boat. You need to organize a few others to relate to him, such
as Neil, so they can spell you a bit on this, but we are not going to discourage him on this stuff just yet.

-—--Original Message-----

From: Boulanger, Todd (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent:  Thursday, February 21, 2002 8:59 AM
To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Subject: SAGINAW: visits

We need to get a grip on Chris coming in every 2 weeks. |don’t see the value in it, and he seems to want to hand-
deliver every check. He needs to give us some leeway here.... and allow us to deliver these since we're the ones doing
all the work. You/l need to think of a way to discuss this with him.

s Tl nld aa
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Friday, February 22, 2002 11:45 AM
To: Mike Scanlon

Subject: RE: William

I got a call from Griles basically accusing Ralph and me of having our finger prints on an
anti-Norton effort. I denied it of course, but it is clear that I have taken a hit here.

77777 Original Message—————

From: Mike Scanlon [mailto:mikml
Sent: Friday, February 22, 2002 11:23 AM

To: ab ramo £ £ j T

Subject: RE: William

I read you on Norten - We will block it all the way doen the line.

————— Original Message--~---

From: abramoff Wil [mailto:abramo ffSumumg]
Sent: Friday, February 22, 2002 11:11 AM

To: Mike Scanlon

Subject: RE: William

Get William a meeting with Norton? We don't want to do that!

Lets chat later.

Tell him that we are bombing

her (Ralph is going to use his $ for phones and radio on her from Christians) and we don't

want her to think it's us. let's discuss.

————— Original Message-——--

From: Mike Scanlon [mailto: mkm]
Sent: Friday, Februwary 22, 2002 10:05 AM

To: abramuffj—

Subject:  William S

Hey - the reason William is coming up is because Foster declares

Norten on Monday. We better get him in there as well.

Michael Scanlon
Scanlon Gould Public Affairs

(fax)
NSRS (< 11)
i kA

The information contained in this transmission mgy contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any zev1ew,
dissemination, distribution or duplicatioch of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not. the

intended recipient, please contact the sender hy reply emall L

and destroy all copies of the original message.

Tce reply to our email administrator direétly, pléase sér;d at
email to postmaste NN .

that he is meeting with

o

GTG-E000019380



514

From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Friday, February 22, 2002 3:52 PM
To: Rudy, Tony (Shid-DC-Gov)
Subject: RE: Visit next week

Which story? I hope we are not in it, nor Ralph. Are we OK?

————— Original Message----——

From: Rudy, Tony (Shid-DC-Gov}
Sent: Friday, February 22, 2002 4:48 pPM
To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Subject: RE: Visit next week

Post is on this story
Tony Rudy

————— Original Message---—--

From: Abramcoff, Jack (Pir-DC-Gov) <abramoffs,

To: Boulanger, Tedd (Dir-DC-Gov) <boulangerT : Leger, Stephanie K. {Assoc-DC-
Gov/Adm) <legers ; Ring, Kevin (Shld-DC-Gov) <ringk& Rudy, Tony
(Sh1d-DC-Gov) <rudyt:
Sent: Fri Feb 22 16:30:
Subject: RE: Visit next week

I just got a call from Griles all upset that Ralph Reed and I are bashing Norton! I told
him this was a total lie and that the bashing is from the religious right (Dobson) who
don't like me or Ralph anyway. Plus, they are not publicly bashing Norton at this point
because Ralph has been keeping a lid on them. I assured him that I was working FOR and
WITH them, but that there is a lot of anger out there because of the Doolittle thing. He
said he talked to Doolittle (Kevin is this true?} and that the problem there was the way
that Doolittle wrote the bill and that the community supported the tribe. Whatever. He
seemed to be distinguishing how Norton would handle Jena (I hopet!). in any event, we have
to be mega careful as to how we proceed. At this point, I do not think we should have
anyone other than Stephanie involved with the group which is coming up, and we are not
going to try to get anyone a meeting with Norton or Griles. Things are too hot right now.
Plus, the AG Ieyoub is a D running for Governor, no? so we have to be careful.

————— Original Message-----

From: Boulanger, Todd (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Friday, February 22, 2002 10:30 AM

Tot Leger, Stephanie K. (Assoc-DC-Gov/Adm); Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Subject: RE: Visit next week

They should be meeting with Norton, Griles and the rest. Period.

77777 QOriginal Message—----

From: Leger, Stephanie K. {Asscc-DC-Gov/Adm}

Sent: Friday, February 22, 2002 10:29 AM

To: Boulanger, Todd {Dir-DC~Gov}; Abramoff, Jack (DPir-DC-Gov)
Subject: Visit next week

The group from Louisiana that is coming up next week to meet with BIA (Paula Hart --
Skabine is traveling) includes AG Ieyoub, Lt. Gov. Blanco, some Police Jurors from
Calcasieu, and Port of Lake Charles officials. The woman that represents the Port is a
former Breaux staffer (she worked with and for him for over 25 years). She is including
me in the meeting. Would it be improper for us to see if there's anyway we can help get
them a meeting with someone above Paula since the Gov will be meeting with Norten?:

GTG-E000019377
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Monday, February 25, 2002 10:12 AM
To: Mike Scanfon office
Subject: FW. TIGUA ARTICLES
feb2d.pdf (210 KB)
That fucking idiot put my name on an email list! what a fucking moron. He
may have blown our cover!! Darmmit. We are moving forward anyway and taking their fucking
money.

————— Original Message-----

From: PGroupMktg MR (mailto: PGroupMktq g
February 2%, 2002 9 44 AM

H mata erry jhar te AR o e ¢ QU
eg kpa ke NSNS - S
ozhorse QYN rrazza Talimanl tribalcouncil@
UNMIWEW ydsptai abramoffj@ cdiamond@

pmagers
Subject: TIGUA ARTICLES
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From:  Abramoff, Jack (Oir-DC-Gav)

Sent:s  Tuesday, February 26,2002 8:08 PV
Yo: GRHalpem@ I

Co:  ghelpemE AN
Subject: RE: Lexington

My replies below after yours In tegutar type, o

—-Qsiginal Message~—
From: GRHalpem@ sl maitto.GRHalpeme NN
Sent Yuesday, Febouaty 26, 2002 11:10 AM

To: sbramo QU ,
Ce: ghalpem@—
Subject: Re: Lexington

MY REPLY BELOW.

" In & message dated 212612002 10:55:50 AM Eastem Standard Time, abramo(Ge SR wites:

1. pk. eskyour GT office {0 fed ex me what they have. l(uwas-muﬂh&i depemmmd\mhlwuset
up lawe need 1 do the enaal filag €0 we danlt farfolt the LLEC status. N.READY

} THEM TO DO THIS,
DIDTHEY NOT DO IT YET? JUST GOT THE FAX NOW WHEN | CAME BACK FROM MEG(LLAH. .

2. 1s sameone drawing up the Operating mememahovdnayoursox? NQ, BUT WE HAVE TO GET TO
THAT.OKAY, I'LL PUT ON MY LIST TO DO. WOULD YOU MIND iF [ ASK SN TO HELP US OUT
W/THE LEGAL STUFF, NO OFFENSE TO IilRBUT | WASTE TOO MUCH TIME(AND YOUR MONEY) :

ASKING WEEINVEHAT THE ETATUS IS, IN GENERAL. (JUST B/T US PLEASE). loomd mtagmelmm Yalels
‘adisaster. llhaﬂmbmueisnluduehwy

e R RIS T T

k- 1fﬁ|ebuﬁn=\s‘opemtsouloWAﬂuenwehnveVAﬁﬁws lfuxelncomemakywreamlsfmm enother state, - |
« that's what { mean by SOURCED, we deal withe stsie o slates as well. WHAT SHOULD ITBE? - | SEEDC iy
FILNGS ON THE FAX FROM YOUR OFFICE. | WILL ASK YALE WHY HE DID DC, MOST OF THE TIME WE
SET UP AS MD LLC SINCE THE LLC RULES ARE BETTER IN MD THAN DC. BUT tM GUREHE HAS HIS .

REASONS. IF YOUR PARTNER

WORKS OUT OF VA THEN | NEED TC CHECK VARULES AND HUNG
REQUIREMENTS, | DON'T KNOW OFF HAND Ok,ﬂ\em msonrla be kl




»

517

{S THE VA ADDRESS THE OFFICIAL ADDRESS YOU GUYS ARE USING ON YOUR INVOICES ETC? ILL
CHECK THE WEB SITE. Not sure elther way

4, what slales ate the clients in that will be paylng you? VARIOUS AND OVERSEAS. SINCE YOU RENDER
THE SERVICE HERE IN DCAVAMD WHICHEVER, { DONT THINK WE NEED TO WORRY BUT AGAIN THIS
WILL DEPEND ON § CORP AND LLC STATUS . DIFFERENT RULES FOR DIFFERENT STATES FOR
DIFFERENT ENTITIES. | DONT KNOW THESE RULES OFF HAND BUT {1.L ASK JEFF MAY TOMORROW.

5. da you have & web slte on this buslness? YES, WWW.LEXINGTONGROUPUSA.COM

PLEASE GIVE ME AN IDEA OF THE MONEY YOU THINK WILL COME IN OVER 2002, ARE WE TALKING

501, 100K, 1M? JUST BALL PARK SO | COULD TRY TO PLAN THE BEST WAY. maybe $500K max, but coutd
easlly be $10K

In a message dated 2/26/2002 8:39:00 AM Eastem Standard Time, abiramof@ e vies:

BELOWIN CAPS

%n:m.wze.mmam - o
Subject: Lexington :

ml\vouﬂjuétiksh confim that Rt s taken care of. 1s ka MD LLC? I THINK ITS ADC LG Lagra tells me there
s a VA location for his entity? do you have an opecating agreement? what % Is yours, NO OPERATING
AGREEMNT YET, BUT | OWN 50%-

mmaiOQQﬂeluwad\ed((oéenMacﬂer.Lnumit\oughtmaybekwas(orlishmevenﬁmughltwasmm a
Lexington emall. Pis. fet me know 50 we can 1099 fifm and deduct from Kaygold since Lexingten wasn't eround
lé\EZEOOLormslx‘IICANTREcNJ_.BUTIMM(HWAS. YOU'LL GET THE PAPERS THIS MORNING AND

Also, for tax DM. maybe we could do sote planning. What does this entity da? POUTICAL CONSULTING
fow much do you expectk to eam? NO IDEA tlal FAMILY=SANSSERIF>ts & DG source lacome? HOW DO YOU

MEAN SOURCE? I not, maybe we should have ai § corp end save money on the 6 tax (Tke { wanted to do
with KayGold but Cen't bic CCS ts DC and we wotdd got kied with the DC bus. tax).

f your pariner is witing to set up a pension plan.bomyououysmnch:krsomimmhﬁme.mmﬁ

when you have a ctiance pleass tell me about this entity 50 |.can By o do sotme tax planilig. JUST SOMETHING
FHAVE SET UP WITH A GUY WHO GT WOULD NOT HIRE BUT WHO Wit DO ALOT OF BUSINESS

TR, : .77 GTG-EO000LSIS |
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Also, since | dida't know about it, | didn't tell Bruce about i. | think we should. FINE

Please don't keep these things fromme. { hate to be the last one to know :) fy:Adal*>] AM NOT KEEPING
THINGS FROM YOU. AS PAM WILL TEWL. YOU, IF [ DON'T THINK ABOUT SOMETHING OR AM NOT
DEALING WITH IT, THE WAY MY MIND WORKS | MIGHT AS WELL NOT BE INVOLVED. THUS, IT HAS NOT

COME TO MIND WHEN WE HAVE BEEN CHATTING. { HAVE NOT REASON TO HIDE ANYTHING FROM
YOU. )

areas avesrte
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AC

From:
Sent:
To:

Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Tuesday, February 26,2002 8:13 PM
Mike Scanlon office

Subject: FW: (no subject)

You should call them for tomorrow and get together to discuss strategy. Don't forget that they are leaving DC

very soon. Can you do it? how about bringing them by to the Hutchinson event tomorow night, and then we'll do
dinner with them?

——0Original Message—

From: MCNATIVE @Yl maiito MCNATIVE CYSEEED
Sent Tuesday, February 26, 2002 6:18 PM

To: abtamofij;

Subject: (no subject)

Jack

Just a short note to say that once again my Agua crew enjoyed the pleasure of your company! They're looking
forward to seeing you tomorrow!

| hope Virginta prevails - it could be a great relationship/client!

Michael

5/6/2004

GIG-E000059252
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From:
Sent:
To:

Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Tuesday, February 26, 2002 8:13 PM
MCNATIVECSINND

Subject: RE: (no subject)

They are reaily great. Even if nothing ever comes of it, it has been a real blast meeting these guys. they are fun
and wonderful people. Mike Scanton and I are going to do everything we can to help them. they are really great.

thanks again for making the connection and I'f keep you posted. Regards.

——Original Message—-—

From: MCNATIVE QRN [maitto:MCNATIVE CAigmmsl
Sent: Tuesday, February 26, 2002 6:18 FM

To: abramofj

Subject: (no subject)

Jack

Just a short note to say that once again my Agua crew enjoyed the pleasure of your company! They're looking
forward to seeing you tomorrow!

| hope Virginia prevails - it could be a great relationship/client!

Michael

5/8/2004

GTG-E000055253
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2002 10:26 PM
To: Mike Scanton office

Subject: FW: LA Times articie in Word format.
PREACHER AT THE

ORGY.doc (72 K.

Our enemy

————— Original Message--—-———

From: MoHunwit_ [mailto: MoHunwi i)
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2002 11:04 PM
To: abramoffj

Subject: LA Times article in Word format.

Same artcle, different format.

- - - GTG-E000057241
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From: Abramofi, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2002 9:02 PM
To: Mike Scanlon office

Subject: Agua Caliente

| saw them tonight. They really can't wail for you to lead them to the promised land! Tomorrow night, after the reception
at Sigs, let's take them to dinner and lock up the deal.

GTG-E000057184
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2002 1:44 PM
To: Gertner, llisa (AdmAst-DC-Gov)
Subject: RE: Candace Patencio

Call laura to do it
Jack Abramoff

————— Original Message-——--——

From: Gertner, Ilisa (AdmAst-DC-Gov) <gertneri @GN
To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gav) <abramoffj i
Sent: Wed Feb 27 14:43:06 2002

Subject: RE: Candace Patencio

who are the hutchinson guys?

————— Qriginal Message---—-

From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2002 2:3%9 PM
Toi Gertner, Ilisa (AdmAst-DC-Gov)
Subject: RE: Candace Patencio

Please let the Hutchinson guys know that they are coming (Candace, Virginia Siva and a
third fellow - can't remember his name). tell them that they are not currently going to
be able to contribute, but that they will in March be in a position where they control
their tribe and will be able to be helpful on a Choctaw level.

From: Gertner, Ilisa (AdmAst-DC-Gov}

Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2002 11:56 AM

To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC~Gov)

Subject: Candace Patencioc A - P B [

will go to Hutchinson event tonight between 6:30-8pm {she'll "float in") . She'll also go
to dinner tomorrow after Sigs. I can leave her a message for what time and where.

Ilisa Gertner

Executive Assistant

Office of the Senior Director, Governmental Affairs
Greenberg Traurig, LLP

ph:
email: gertneri G *

. } - . $TG-E£000057185
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent:  Thursday, February 28, 2002 6:12 AM
To: MoHunwit (R

Subject: RE: Background articte on soon to be ex-chairman. Sony for the error and defay.

By the way, is this Candace, Virginia or Moraino sending this? 1 have a different email for Candace and Moraino,
so 1 just wanled fo check. Thanks.

—Original Message—

From: MoHunwit@ailn [mailto:MoHunwit@INR

Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2002 10:55 PM

To: abramofij

Subject: Background article on soon to be ex-chairman. Sorry for the error and delay.

INSIDE STORY; PREACHER AT THE ORGY; For 17 years, the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla ndians Has
Followed Richard Milanovich's Gospel of Hard Work and Self-Reliance. Will Casino Money Change Everything?

The Los Angeles Times; Los Angeles, Calif.; Dec 10, 2000; TOM GORMAN;

Abstract:
By foliowing Milanovich's conservative lead, the Agua Caliente Indians today are perhaps the most financially
sophisticated of the state's 107 federally recognized tribes. While other tribes have used their casino success to
launch nonh-gambling businesses, the Agua Caliente are building a future that's not just economically diverse, but
stresses self-reliance and a strong work ethic. in the p Mil ich has ged as p ps the most
influential tribal teader in California.

The Agua Caliente tribe, too, Is expanding. it will rebuiid its casino in downtown Palm Springs, and its new $80-
miliion casino adjacent to Interstate 10 near Rancho Mirage will open in April. But unkke athers, the tribe intends
to finance and manage its casinos without outside help. It will inue to p the land it is in the heart
of a desert resort region green with gelf courses and tourist doliars. And thanks in large part to the will and
infectious work ethic of its tribal chairman, the Agua Caliente will be the California tribe best prepared to handle
the onrushing future.

To that end, Milanovich won't allow tribe members to engorge on casino profils, as other tribes in California have
allowed. Maembers of the Table Mountain Rancheria near Fresno, for instance, were receiving checks of about
$15,000 every month, and each family was given $250,000 to build a custom home. Olher tribes won't reveat how
much they pay ‘their memb but the evi is in their i and fancy By . Agua
Caliente indians receive about $2,000 a month, Mitanovich says—enough to add to the comfort of their IIves but
not enough to atlow them to not work at all. An annual $400,000 education budget allows the tribe to send every
young person to a pnva(e college, and to pay for such other school- related costs as band and sports uniforms
and fees tated with activities, he says.

Full Text

{Copyright, The Times Mirror Company; Los Angeles Times 2000 allRights reserved)

Richard Milanovich, who doesn't like to gamble because he doesn'tfike Iosmg tmoney, gins broadly fromthe. -~ g
podium at the Spa Holel and Casina in downtown Palm Spnngs as he gives away a million dollars of the casino’ 5™
gambling profits. “Oh, this is so much fun,” he says, 50 000 ! e Palm i Fire
Department. R T

Sitting expectantly in the audience are represehtaﬁVEs of 53 other local -
Boys and Girls Clubs, a seniors center, the Palm Springs Public Library and vanous VFW posts; They have come...
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to share in the fruits of the thriving casino operated by the Agua Caliente band of Cahuilla Indians, and no one is
enjoying this event more than Milanovich, the tribal chairman and today's master of ceremonies.

The giveaway has been an annual event since the tribe launched its casino 5 1/2 years ago, and it might be easy
to dismiss it as the tribe's attempt to buy goodwill in the community. There may be some truth to that; politically,
Milanovich is nobody's fool.

But reflecting the values instilled in himas a boy by his father, a of Mitanovich
also feels it's the right thing to do. "We live in this community. We benefit by this commumly And we give back to
the cormmunity,” Milanovich says, sounding almost maudiin.

Milanovich's effort to extend his persanat ethic to the entire Agua Caliente fribe has been no less dramatic. During
his 17 years as tribal chairman, he has challenged his foliowers to look beyond the comfortable lifestyle afforded

by a reservation that includes, by pure serendipity, some of the choicest real estate in the one of the world's
choicest desert resorts, and to take control of their future.

By following Milanovich's conservative lead, the Agua Caliente Indians today are perhaps the most financially
sophisticated of the state's 107 federally recognized tribes. While other tiibes have used their casino success to
faunch non-gambling businesses, the Agua Caliente are building a future that's not just economically diverse, but
stresses self-reliance and a strang work ethic. In the pi , Mil. ich has d as perhaps the most
influential tribal leader in California.

Sitting to Milanovich's right dusing the giveaway are California 1. Gov. Cruz Bustamante and then-state
Assemblyman Jim Battin, who are participating in the ritual mating dance between money and politicians—a dance
that's become more intense since last March, when voters passed Proposition 1A, a state constitutional
amendment that gives Indian tribes the exclusive right to operat style slot i and card games in
California. Unfike those polished pokticians, Milanovich stumbles over his script, mispronounces and forgets
names, talks in i and performs so poorly that everyone in the room aches for him.

But no one doubts the sincerity of his words, the spontaneity of his Iaugh the wanmh of his smile. Even Tom
Tucker, executive director of the Califomia Council on Problem an d $25,000 check
without any hint of irony. Tucker still worries about social consequences as California gambing spreads through
Indian casinos, and says only 10 of the state’s 42 casinos have i to his But he says none
has given more money, or with greater sincerity, than the Agua Caliente, .

"Richard has told me he's sensitive to the fact lhat certain people are vulnerable [to gambling], and he said he'd
never want to get wealthy from else" bifity or * says Tucker. "l thought that was real
decent of him. Maybe other people in the gammg business feel that way, but they haven't said that. Just Richard.”

a reservation casino does not reflect a tribe's heart and soul, and in-the case of Agua Caliente, that's.-a good -
thing. There are finer Indian casinos in California, ones with more neon, more glitz, greater aesthetics. The Agua
Caliente casino, the state's only Indian casino in a downtown resort area, Is functional at best.

The tribe built the casino on the grounds of the Spa Hotel—it renamed the complex the Spa Resort Casino last
month—after it and a Las Vegas casino giant dropped a partnership plan. Poker, black;ack and pai gow are
available, but video gambling and new slot machines are the real y dreds fitt the ing rooms
of the hotel's former convention center, as well as the tent the tribe erected to aocommodate more.

Today the casino boasts 1,150 machmm including about 800 Vegas- style slots that clatter relentlessly as coins
drop into the metal h Asin this one is smoKy (ribal reservations are exempt from

Caifornia’s no-: smokmg laws). Like Nevada casinos, there's booze, and compimemary sodas and fruit drinks are
also offered. But the place is exciting only if you’ve never beanto Vegas:

Yet with the passage of 1A, Las Vegas has come te Caliiomm ribes up.and down the state are upgrarx’ng thelr
casinos. Some tribes are building their first-ever casinos. Some will turn the op overto .
cpmpanies, sit back and wait for their share of the profits ur in . o

5/8/2004 CLo e T T T 6reTk000057217



526

The Agua Caliente tribe, too, is expanding. it will rebuild its casino in downtown Palm Springs, and its new $80-
milfon casino adjacent to Interstate 10 near Rancho Mirage will open in April. But unkke others, the tribe intends
to finance and manage its casinos without outside help. It will continue to develop the land it controls in the heart
of a desert resort region green with golf courses and tourist dotlars. And thanks in large part to the will and
infectious work ethic of its tribal chairman, the Agua Caliente will be the California tribe best prepared to handle
the onrushing future.

And yet prosperity may pose the g hall for Mil ich. As his tribe anticipates the huge profits that
Nevada-styls gambling will g te, he's under p 1o open the financial tap for tribal members who don't
share his resolve to pay off a projected $210 miillion in tribal debts and invest in other tribal businesses. The
chairman finds himselfin the le position of a p! her at an orgy, and you have to wonder how long
he'll be welcome.

Richard Milanovich holds to three truths: there is kittle in life more satisfying than earning a paycheck for an honest
job, it's important fo take time to walk; and being an Indian brings privileges and responsibilities, as well as an
obligation to cherish the past and protect the future.

"Chail M, ich is insiy and quick-witted, and brings to the table a long view of tribal politics in
California," says Mark A. Macarro, chairman of the Pechanga band of Luiseno Indians in Temecula and television
spokesman for the state tribes’ campaigns to legalize Indian casinos in Cakfornia. *He's characteristic of a
dwindling group of tribal leaders steeped with a sense of legacy, of what needs to be protected.”

Milanovich's mother, LaVerne, was an Agua Caliente indian who, as a teenager in the 1930s, went to visit her
mother in Los Angeles and met 20-year-old Steve Milanovich, in town from Indiana looking for work. The couple
married--no state in the nation has more Native Americans than Californta, but very few are full-blooded—and had
a daughter. Their second chikd, Richard, was bom shortly afler his father was shipped overseas with the Army in
World War li. The couple’s flered in the ion, and they divorced.

Without a stable male infiuence in his kfe, young Milanovich strayed. One night he was with a bunch of older boys
wha beat up a Marine and took his money. At 14, he spent 2 1/2 months in juvenile hall and another 10 1/2
manths at an honor camp near Idyiiwild, In the mountains above Palm Springs. "' was nat happy, but I'leamed the
discipine that had been so lacking in my iife.”

After his release, Milanovich bounced between his dad’s place in Cleveland and his sister's home in Banning,
where he Ieamed how to operate heavy equipment. He joined the Army at 17, knowing he could shine as an

Y he enjoy long hard hlkes He served 2 1/2 years in Genmany and was a tracker on long-
range I patrols. Disch at age 20, he retumed to Los Angeles, where, among other thmgs. he
sold vacuum cleaners and encyclopeduas door to door.

Stilt adrift, Milanovich had a child by one relationship, enrolled in college courses, and at 26 got maried to
another woman. That relationship lasted five years, producing two children. A political conservative, Mitanovich
almost reenlisted in the Army to serve in Vietnam, and he came close to joining the John Birch Society.

At the time, the Agua Caliente band was at an enviable crossroads, the result of the bizarre conﬁgurahon ofits
desert reservation.

When the federal g drew the L daries of the tribe's 32,000-acte reservation in 1876 it got a lucky
break, although no one could have imagined it at the fime. The land desigt 1 for tribal use included four

canyons, iwo cemeteries and the eight-acre sité 6f its historic Hot & spnngs—a i site that later begame downtown
Palm Springs, where the Spa Resort Casino is §:tuate_d_ loday.

e ingemnn i '
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Alternating squares of land went to the Southem Pacific Railroad, because the government believed that a
fractured reservation would weaken tribal unity over time and hasten Indian assimilation into American cuiture. In
1958, after years of court battles, the unassigned checkerboard squares were individually aflotted to the 106
members of the tribe at the time—including Mitanovich and his mother.

By the time Milanovich got actively involved with the tiibe, the tiibal members who received personal allotments
were landlords over much of the growing cities of Palm Springs and neighboring Cathedral City. For many of
them, life was good as they leased their land fo business, retail and residential tenants.

Today some 40,000 people in Palm Springs, Cathedral City and a bit of Rancho Mirage live on land leased from
the tribe and from individual Agua Caliente Indians. Also, some of the most prominent businesses are on Indian
land, including Palm Springs’ convention center, the Wyndham, Marquis and Hilton hotels, the Mission Hills
Country Club in Rancho Mirage, and the Cathedral Canyon Country Ciub and Doral Palm Spnngs Resortin
Cathedral City. The city bought an Indian's land to build its airport.

Milanovich admits he was living the good life with money from his leased land: skydiving, scuba-diving, partying,
drinking, even living for a while in Malibu. But he saw firsthand the risk of the tribe's growing sense of entitiement.
He recalls that his late mother was content to cash her rent checks and not te work beyond that. “When my mom
went to pick up her tenant's lease payment, | was embarrassed that she hadn't teiled for it,” he says. " still don't

d it. But that , of just sitting back and coltecting our lease checks, permeated our people. It was
creafing a society of individuals who didn't see a need to improve their fives, and their children didn't have an
impetus to improve their fives. And it was fostering the idea that we as Indian people couldn't do anything on our
own."

Some Indians' allotments were sold in the 1960s by their non- Indian conservators in what would later be exposed
asa scandalous np—oﬂ‘ of tribal members The city of Palm Springs was no more generous toward the tribe,

and-use deci: thatb d p of tribal land within the city imits so money could be
steered to non-Indians. Butin 1977, the U.S. Supreme Court let stand a federal court ruling that the reservation
was free of city government zoning control, and tribal members were finally able to develop the land as they saw
fit.

Meanwhile, Milanovich had been hiking the canyons of his ancestors near Palm Springs, thinking about both the
past and future. "He wasn't particularly doing anything at that time in his life,” says his wife-of 23 years, Melissa,
whom he married in 1977 and with whom he has three children. "But hiking in the canyons put a spark in him. He
sald he wanted to find out snore about his people.”

The year Mik h mamied Melissa he was appoi proxy ber of the tribal council to fill a vacant seat.
The next year, at age 35, he was elected to the council. He quickly won over skeptics who questioned how a man
of spiit heritage and martied to a blue- eyed blond could claim such devotion to Indian culture. Says Mitanovich:
"They saw that what was in my heart was stronger than the color of my skin and the sound of my name.”

.

The tribe's first significant step toward a more secure future came in 1993. A developer had built the Spa Hotel on
leased reservation land in 1962 and later sokd it to new owners. By 1990, the hotel had deteriorated badly,
reflecting poorly on the tribe's public image. Milanovich argued that the tiibe should buy the hotel outright from the
bank that had repossessed it and restore its original sparkle.

*There  was concem that we would be blhng off too mugch, that we would fail," recalls Mitanovich, whose dark and

eyes are pered by his e laugh. “But | said we've gotto try We had to show that we were
capable, and intelfigent, and witiing to take the nsk of g our own bus| and our destmy

The tribal cotncil inally agreed, and in 1993 purchased the hotel from the bank that held #ls mortgage. - =«

Arcund the same time, a grawing number of tribes in California— including some Just a few miles from P
Springs—were opening casinos without state or. fedeval petmission; and profiting bandsomily from them,
_ Agua Caliente tribe refrained from such boidness. Some members didn't think the tribe should rely on gambling.as -
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a source of revenue. It would Invne problems, they argued Others hesnated because it was against the law.
Mil ich, still the col bl was h 100, he felt that the tribe should exercise
its soverelgnty and open a casino before its ablllty to do so got mired in politics.

"We knew that if we didn't stick our foot in the door, it would become more and more difficult to get into gaming,”
he says. "By then we knew we could operate a casino because we'd been running the Spa Hotel.”

In 1995, the tribe launched its casino, and Southern California had its closest approximation of a Vegas-style
resort: a hotel with gambling, a health and beauty spa, pools and dining. The tiibe has since bought a second
hotel, begun building another casino, helped launch a local bank and now runs a business development office
that's packaging developable land in the heart of Paim Springs.

In 1996, Milanovich returned to college and eamed a bachelor's degree in business management from the
University of Redlands. The new challenge to the tribe, says Milanovich, is to ensure the financial security of its
368 members. For all the weaith that some individual tribal members have amassed through their land leases, the
tribe's 262 younger members, born since 1959, have no allotted lands to call their own. Their retirements need to
be funded.

Te that end, Milanovich won't allow tribe members to engorge on casino profits, as other tribes in California have
allowed. Members of the Table Mountain Rancheria near Fresno, for instance, were receiving checks of about
$15,000 every month, and sach family was given $250,000 to bufld a custom home. Other tribes won't reveal how
much they pay their members, but the evidence is in their ions and fancy biles. By confrast, Agua
Catente Indians receive about $2,000 a month, Mitanovich says—enough to add to the comfort of their lives, but
not enough to allow them to not work at all. An annual $400,000 education budget allows the tribe to send every
young person to a prlvate college, and to pay for such other school- refated costs as band and sporis uniforms
and fees lated with i activities, he says.

“"Gaming allows us to take our rightful place on the political stage, to make known our hopes and dreatns, but its
not our end goal,” Milanovich says. "We know gaming won' last. The laws will change at some point. Butit's a
means to an end. It has brought us sorely needed revenue which has allowed us to diversify even more, so the
future of the tribe is secure.

"But that doesn't mean that tribal members should simply get more money™as casino profits iise. “They will still
have to become viable, working members of soclety.”

Despite his hard-line app h, Mil ichhasa rkable number of admi and very few critics. The Palm
Springs mayor once suggested that Milanovich run for public office, but he says he has already found his place in
politics, as chairman of the Agua Caliente Indians.

"A tribal chairman must not only be responsive and faithful to those who elect him,” says Macarro, the Pechanga
Indian tribal chainman, “but he has to be able to operate in other environments where the ground rules are
different, the values are different. You sometimes have to be a negotiator, other times a visionary. You're part
executive, part diplomat.”

Milanovich does well in Sacramento, Macarro says, b of the experi he developed working with local
govermment agencies in Palm Springs, striking promises where appropriate but not undermining the tribe's
autonomy.

*He's one of the finest of lead p that I've d in my six years of government involvement,”

says Palm Springs Mayor Will Kleindienst. "He 's patient and respectful.-He doesn't deal from emotions.-fve never:
seen him lose his temper . . . but he'll articulate whyh{s posmon ls important .

The head of the local office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Don Magee says Mllanovlch *has a gln of e)(erdslng B
neutrafity. He doesn‘t offend. He walks the fence very carefully [and] on any reservation, that’s hard to do.”
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Milanovich has won support from rank-and-file tribal members "because he's fair in his reasoning and thinking. He
doesn't strong- arm anyone,” says Barbara Gonzales-Lyons, the tribal councit's vice chair. His strengths, she
says, "are in his charisina, his ability to empathize with others.”

Milanovich can be tough, though. Among his first tasks as a tribal council member was to implement a pact with

the Palm Spiings City Council that was unique at the time in the United States: The tribe agreed to generally

abide by the city's land use and planning decisions, even over sovereign Indian land that the U.S. Supreme Court

had ruled was exempt from such oondlhons The fribe, Milanovich says, understood the benefits of a Palm
Springs that was aesthetically

The tribe, however, reserved the uitimate right to do with its land what it wanted in case of a confiict. Over the
years, the tribe has ignored only a handful of city wishes. Prime among them: allowing billboards on Indian land,
despite a Palm Springs billboard ban.

Similarly, when Mitanovich and other tribal leaders met with the Gov. Gray Davis’ staff last year to discuss new
state guidelines for Indian casinos, he walked out during comments by Davis' chief negotiator, Wiliam A. Noriis, a
retired federal appellate judge. Norris was explaining how the state would disburse casino revenue to non-
gambling tribes, rather than leave such decisions to the tribes themselves. "He was saying it was the state's
responsibility to take care of the tribes,” Mikanovich says, "and | thought to myself, *Since when has California
been concerned about Indian tribes?" It was very patronizing.”

On occasion, Milanovich has advocated for the greater tribal good at the expense of individual Indian land
owners. In a 1984 address to the Palm Springs City Council, for example, he began speaking in suppost of
individual tribal members wanting to lease their land in picturesque Andreas Canyon to a resort developer.
Abruptly, Milanovich stopped and ithat he lly could not the de plans
because they would irreparably harm the canyon beauty and tribal heritage.

"We were inclined to support the development, because we thought the tribe was all for it," says Frank.Boger, the
mayor at the time. But then Milanovich "gave the damnedest speech you ever heard, about how his ancestors
fved there and how they loved the canyons, and all the artifacts that were there. To hear Richard tak so deeply
from his heart, it almost made you cry.”

The City Council rejected the development.

Mitanovich's few critics within the tribe choose their words carefully, and their message is almost lost in the
nuances. Tribal matriarch Vyola Orinér, who disagrees with Milanovich on various tssues, struggles in composing
her remarks, and finally wites them down: "He always wants to be kked, and wants to please everyone.” He
leads by consensus, she says, "and has a hard ime making decisions without a lot of agonizing.”

The reason Mil ich has been reelected tribal chaii : for eight two-year terms, soine tiibal
members say, is that no other strong personalities have risen from within the tribe to seriously challenge him.

Money may complicate that. Listen hard enough and you'l hear a drumbeat for change, especially among
younger tribal members without land who want a bigger share of casino profits if, as expected, gambiing revenues
skyrocket in the years ahead.

"There is a certain amount of pressure to increase the per-capita [stipends],” Mil ich des. "We've
explamed to them that we first want to get our second casino up and T mnnlng and get the downtown cne up and
funning, and then work to retire our tribat debt t with the two casirios and the hotel. | think our people
understand that: They know that, as a tribe, we have to build for our future, and it may not always be in gaming.”

There even has been resentment, he says, that the tribe gives away so much money to community organizations
while not disbursing more to its own members. "We've explained that we as a tribe are helping pay for community
programs because they have their own funding shortfalls- -and we as tribal members benefit from those -
community programs as well. It's just the right thing to do,” Milanovich says.

TﬁBal member Jeannette Dodd acknowledges so«ﬁe tension within the rariks about the amount of casino pmﬁls
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disbursed to the Agua Caliente indians. "We've been told we won't be getting an increase [in per-capita revenue
sharing] untif 2001—and that it!l be a minimal increase,” says Dodd, 33. "And some people are upset by that. A lot
of us see what members of other tribes are making. It's a lot more than us.”

The Internal debate Is not so critical that Milanovich's leadership is in jeopardy, Dodd says. "Some people say he
should retire because he's been doing it for so long. But on the other hand, nobody else wants the job, and he's
so welkknown in Califomia, he can walk through doors where anyone else would have a hard time. He's tumed
into a good politician.”

If there's tension among the Agua Calientes over Milanovich's leadership, it's not apparent this day as he hands
out $1 milion. The chairman introduces Oriner, who is on the committee that makes the donation decisions, and
they smile generously at each other, because today all is good.

Casino bucks rain over the audience—$5,000 here, $25,000 there— and everyone is ecstatic. Milanovich clearly
delights in rewarding organizations that are working hard in the community. That's just the way it should work, he
says.

The respect is mutual. "We love you, Richard!” yelis Cathedral City Council member Sarah DiGrandi, and
Milanovich's embarrassed laugh fils the room fuli of beneficiaries. Everyone laughs with him, all the way to the
bank.

{lllustration]

Caption: PHOTO: (no caption); PHOTOGRAPHER: Cheryl Himmelstein; PHOTO: Milanovich on the grounds of
the Spa Resort Casino in downtown Palm Springs, which the tribe plans te rebuild in the wake of Prop. 1A but
without outside help.; PHOTOGRAPHER: Cheryl Himmelstein

Credit: Tom Gorman is a Times staff writer. His last asticle for the magazine explored the future of Las Vegas
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