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“Struggle 1s a never ending process.
Freedom is never really won.
You earn it and win it in every generation.”

~ Coretta Scott King (1927-2006)

436 A FAILURE OF INITIATIVE



Contents

Preface

1.

Hurricane Katrina, Poverty and Racism

- Poverty and Race in New Orleans

- Racial Stereotyping and Racism

- Community Self-Help Efforts

- Testimonials from Evacuating New Orleans Residents

FEMA and DHS

- FEMA Before 9/11

- Incorporation into DHS

- Domestic Unpreparedness

- Warnings of Levee Failure Since at Least 1998
- Not All Hurricanes are Treated Equal

- “Duped” by FEMA: The Housing Fiasco

Katrina and the Criminal Justice System

- Law Enforcement
- Left to Die: The Plight of Prisoners

Katrina, FEMA and Martial Law

- The Governor Rebuffs the President’s Proposal
- Bush Already Enjoyed Ample Authority

- Martial Law is Declared

- Why the Delay?

- Martial Law and FEMA

Environmental Concerns

- “Toxic Gumbo”

- Superfund Sites Hit

- Testimonials from Independent Researchers
- The Failure of the EPA to Act

Conclusion: Bridges to Nowhere

Summary of Recommendations

Source Notes

A FAILURE OF INITIATIVE

24

41

48

55

61

64

66

437



438 A FAILURE OF INITIATIVE



