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FRANK L. WALSH

E ROSLINDALE, MASSACHUSETTS 02131

January 26, 1976

Mr, Paul Carr
Administrative Assistant
Mass. Parole Board

100 Cambridge Street
Boston, MA

Re: ‘The petition of Joseph L. Salvati for a hearing before the
Parole Board.

Dear Mr. Carr:

After 32 years of service with the Boston Police Dept., I retired
in August 1973, to accept the position of manager of Security for the
Prudential Insurance Company.

At the time of Mr. Salvati's indictment, as a Sergeant Detective, I
was assigned to District Attorney Garrett Byrne's office and I was
the investigating officer in Mr. Salvati's case. I arrested Mr.
Salvati on the indictment warrant in October 1967, and assisted in
the prosecution and conviction in Suffolk Superior Court of the sev-
eral individuals involved.

For the six years prior to my retirement in August 1973, 1 was in
charge of the Organized Crime Unit of the Boston Police Dept., and
worked closely with the Federal Task Force.

I mention these facts to inform you of my knowledge of Mr. Salvati's
involvement in this case. This is the first time I have ever written
to a Parole Board on behalf of any person. My sincere conviction that
Mr. Salvati should be granted the opportunlty to be heard by the Parole
Board prompts me to express my views.

For the past ten years I have been in close contact with the North End
commmity including Mr. Salvati's family, and I am convinced through
neighborhood contacts, as well as personal contacts with the prisoner
while on furlough, that he has every desire to accept one of the job
opportunities available to him, and rejoin his family and his community.

There is no doubt in my mind that he has been successfully rehabilitated,
that he bears no grudge against our prosecutive and corrective systgf}//~/
that his only desire is to pick up the pieces and serve as a husbandg
father, grandfather, and useful member of society.

EXHIBIT
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FRANK L. WALSH

. SN R OSLINDALE, MASSACHUSETTS 02131

I am very hesitant about writing to the Parole Board about anyone.
As I have indicated previously, this is a first for me. However,
mitigating circumstances and my knowledge of the prisoner's backx
ground, and his family, convince me that he has as good a chance as
anyone I have ever known to rejoin his community and serve a useful
life.

1 am therefore recommending that you consider his petition.

Respectfully yours,

) L
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UNiTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Please Refer to San Francisco, California

June 8, 1976

JOSEPH BARON
Atso Kriown As
Joseph Barboza,

Joseph Donatl,‘
-Joseph Costa .

On Pebruary 11, 1976.at about 3: 40 PM, Baron was:
shot and killed as he attempted to enter his personal automobile
parked ‘at the intersection of 25th Avenue and Moraga Street,
San Francisco, California. Baron had just departed ras1dence
of Theodore James Sharliss, d Baron wis
visiting: iss for several hours and was returningito His
e he was resi 1ng with his g1r1frlend N

on’ walked-to his vehicle, a 1969 Ford Thunderb1rd

I ne van pulled up. and
e. . The cargo door on:
the ‘van was thrus pen and: several shots

white male American.wearing 4 rved ski cap,

4 at the top, was observed by witnesses firing a shotgun’
out iof: the'right side of ‘the van, ' The van drove off at a high
rate of Speed and was: abandoned some fiveblocks from-the
rurder scen

Boyd Stevens, Coroners Office, San Franeisco,
ron died instantanedusly. The autopsy disclosed
thirty double 00 buck shotgun pellets entered Baron's right
side “above-the hip.  -Round number ‘one’ traveled: downward towards
the groin; round number two weht. through his stomach, direction
»f travel was. parallel to the ground, and round number three
vas firved after the body hit the ground. Round- three traveled

fhis document contains neither recommendations mor conclusions
sf the FBI, Tt is the property of the FBI and is loaned to ydur
igency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside

rour agency. 99 4//07/) — u) D

ENCLOSURE:




JOSEPH BARON e
Also Known As T

Joseph Barboza
Joseph h’

Joseph Bentley,
Joseph Donati,
Joseph Costa

through the aorta and upper chest cavity. The three shots
represented one tight group approximately nine inches in
diameter. A .30 caliber carbine was also fired from the van.
The shot which missed Baron, entered his automobile and -
was recovered in the interior of the vehicle. A 1912 Winchester
pump shotgun was recovered along with three. expended shotgun
shells, two unexpended shotgun shells still in the shotgun
chamber, and one ,30 caliber carbine casing.

The van, originally an Airporter Bus, was converted
by the assailants.- The first two rows of seats were removed.
A blanket was strung over a wire directly behind the driver.
The windows inside the van were spray painted with black paint.
Peep holes were scratched out on the side and rear windows
of the van. The van was dusted for fingerprints and a
partial print, piece of hair and paper were recovered. The white
piece of paper found under the driver's seat had a few words
scribbled on it.

The van was subsequently identified as having belonged
to a San Mateo, California barber, RICHARD LE-ANUES, who -
advertised and sold it through a San Mateo newspaper two weeks
prior to the killing. A white male American using the name
RANDY or RUDY, 20 to 25 years of age, 5' 8" to 5' 9", 155 to
165 pounds, shoulder length brown scraggly hair, sloppily
dressed, paid $1,600 in $50 bills for the van.

During the first few weeks of their investigation,
San Francisco Police Department {(SFPD) Homicide Inspectors
Stephen Maxoutopoulis and Hobert Nelson attempted to link the
Baron murder to an incident which happened involving Baron
during the week prior to the murder. Baron visited a local
San Francisco pornographic film dealer, Don Palmer, at his
store. Baron confronted Palmer with the fact that he owed
him (Baron) $500 and then hit Palmer in the face with a
smashing left hook. Palmer was knocked down and not seriously
injured but did give Baron $500.
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JOSEPH BARON e
Also Known As

Joseph Barboza,

Joseph

Joseph Bentley,

Joseph Donati,

Joseph Costa

The Baron - Palmer incident became known to the SFPD
following Baron's murder. To date, the SFPD has concluded
that Baron was attempting to set up some type of 'protection
racket” but efforts ceased due to his murder. Currently
representatives of SFPD, Homicide Detail, have stated they
have developed no worthwhile information which would "solve"
the murder.

The glass windows inside the murder van were sent
by the SFPD to the FBI Laboratory for analysis of various
numbers and letters scratched into the black spray painted glass.
On April 2, 1976, the FBI Laboratory advised that the windows
were scratched by a mechanical pencil and that nothing could
be deciphered.

TR




JOSEPH BARON pa
Also Xnown As e,
Joseph Barboza,

Joseph h,

Joseph Bentley,

Joseph Donati,

Joseph Costa

I, -

Since the Baron murder, three Boston sources have .. '
advised that Sharliss is the individual who "set up" Baron.
The Boston FBI Office further stated that Sharliss was going
to be eliminated because of his involvement in the Baron
murder and because the “organization™ people felt that Sharliss
would "open up".

. As a result of the information provided by the Boston
FBI Office, Sharliss was interviewed in San Francisco. On
May 27, 1976, Sharliss was made aware that he was going to be
eliminated and initially Sharliss denied any involvement or
knowledge concerning the Baron murder. On May 28, 1976,
Sharliss was re-interviewed. He admitted that during November,
1975, he furnished LCN figure Joseph Russo of Boston, information
as to Sharliss' address at San Francisco and that Baron was
visiting with him on a daily basis. Sharliss admitted subsequent
thereto he was in telephonic contact with Russo on other matters,
including contacts a day or two prior to the murder. On
practically each contact Russo inquired as to whether or not
Baron was still in the area and maintaining contact with
Sharliss. He stated that he always advised Russo that he was.

Sharliss emphatically denied any involvement in
the murder of Baron other than the fact that he furnished
Russo the whereabouts of Baron. He admitted that by furnishing
this information to Russo he had “given Baron up". Sharliss
stated that he believes Russo was responsible for Baron's
murder, however, denied knowing who handled the hit. He
denied receiving any money, consideration, or favors.

Investigation at San Francisco is continuing.
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Rﬁg OF KILLIFG OF JOSEPH BAHBOZ.’

SAN FRANCISCO POLICE DEPARTMENT ’ N
. HOMICIDE-TETATL .

.

. .
On Wednesday, Fobruary 11, 1976 at 1530 hours Josoph Barboza, 14, 32

yoars of age, left the promises at h. tho rapidonce of Ted s
Sharlios ska James Chalmas, F.B.I. #548 396B. Barboza walked to his vehicla,

‘& 1969 Thunderbird, two door, parked on Moraga Street, 5 feot off 25th Avenue,
facing in on easterly direction., As Barboza reached the driver's door, a white .
Van pullod up and otopped alongeide, the right sliding door was thrunt open and
pevoral shots rang out. A WHA vearing a rod ski cap pointoed at the top wes
obsorvod by witnesses firing a shotgun out of the Van through the oponing,

' The' Van drove off at a high rate of speed and was abandoned 5 biocks away at

29th Avenue and Lawton.

The Coroner stated Joseph Barboza died instantaneously. The autopoy
disclogsed 30 double ott shotgun pollets entervd his right side above the hip.
Round #1 traveled downward towards the groin, round #2 want througa his .
stomach, direction of travel was parallel with the ground, round #3 wan fired
after the body hit the ground, it traveled through the aorta and uppor chost
cavity, Tho three shots representod one tight group approximately nine inches
in diamotow. A 30 caliber carbine was aloo fired from the Van, thio shot
miscoed Barboza. It entered Barboza's Thundorbird and was recoverod in. the
interior of tho vehicle. The Van romainod stopped for approximately 8 to 10
goconds’ during the attack. The Van, a 1972 Foxd, was rocovarcd 5 blocks awhy.
A saved off Winchester pump shotgun was recovered, along with 2 expendod shot-
g shells, 1 expended 30 calibsr carbine casing, and 2 unexpended shotgun
sholls 8till in the photgun chamber., A dblanket was strung over a wire diroctly
bohind tho driver, The Van was wiped clean of fingorprints and there was no
evidence of eny debris, cigarotte butis, paper wrappings, etc.

Various witnesses vho reside near the crime scene cbsexved the Ven
approxrimately 24 hours prior to the chooiing, parked on the Northweot side
of Moraga facing west from 25th Avenue., Prior to the shooting the Van changed -
ito position, parking on the southwost pide of Moragn facing east, in tho sams
direction as Barboza's vehicle vwhich wao parked on ‘the southeast sido of -
Moraga, aloo facing onst a fow fest from 25th Avenue,

The Van was subsequontly identifiod as having bolonged to a San Mateo
‘barbor, Richard leanuos, VHMA, 1~29-39, CII #45 33 499, who advortissd and
gold it through a San Mateo newopapsr two wocks prior to the killing. A \Ma,
20 to 25 yoars of age, 5'8" to.5'9", 155 to 165 lbda., shouldor longth brovn scragly
hair, sloppily droceed paid $1,600.00 in $50.00 bille for tho Ven., Thé sub~
Jeot allegodly usod the nams of Randy or Budy.

The Van, originally an Airporter Bus, wos oonverted by the ascailents,
the first two rowo of peats vwore removed and the side snd roar windows vore
apray painted, Peep holes were soratchod ocut on the side and rear. windowo,

Inopastor Stophen Maxoutopoulis #66
Inopootor Hobort Nolson #200
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JACK I. ZALKIND
ATTORNEY AT LAW
L
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02108

JACK L ZALKIND
ROBERT A. HOCHBERG

February 20, 1976

Mr, Paul Carr,

Administrative Assistant to the Parole Board
Massachusetts Parole Board, Room 2207

100 Cambridge Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02202

Re: Commutation of Joseph Salvati

Dear Mr. Carr:

Pursuant to our conversation of this date, I was the
Assistant District Attorney who was in charge of prosecuting
the case of Commonwealth 'v. Joseph Salvati, et al, and in :
that capacity, the information that I received prior to trial
and during trial led me to believe that Mr. Salvati's involve~-
ment was minimal. He did not testify at the trial, so there
was never a question of any contrived testimony on his part
nor was there any perjury.

Since his incarceration. in 1968, I have had many oppor-
tunities to keep abreast of Mr. Salvati's imprisonment and
attempted rehabilitation which, I understand, has been exemplary.

Accordingly, I would have no hesitation to recommend that
Mr. Salvati's Petition for Commutation be granted by the Parole

Board. Furthermore, if the Board would like me to appear per-
sonally on behalf of Mr. Salvati, I would be willing to do so.

Ve trui} yours! 0

Jagk I. ind
JIz/1s

cc:  Mr. Joseph Salvati




SaN F M\.CISCO (92 20612

OM LOS ANGELES (92-6368) ) Telephone R —
. Director See’y .__
SEPH BARON, AKA . AR. 4,
. H N 4

RE 'SF TEL TO BUREAU FEBUARY 19, 1976.

RICHARD SYDNEY wATSON INTERVIEWED ORANGE COURTY Jalt,
TRUARY 28, 1976, /‘

WATSOY CLAIMED THAT WHILE IN LOCAL CUSTODY IM OHID IN Lj/f N
‘CERZER, 1575, HE MET ANOTHER INMTE NANMED RONNIE LANE. HE SALD

iaT LANE TOLD HIM THAT JOEY DARBOZA HAS KILLED A MaN IR SF WHILY
“SIDI NG THIRE UNDER A MEW IDENTITY wHICH HaD BEEN SUPPLIED DY THY
\WWERNNENT AFTER BARBOZA TESTIFIED FOR THE GOVERNMENT IF THE TRIg

7 maAYMOND PATRIARCA . HE SAID THAT LaANE MENTIONED THAT BAR3IOZS

{EQUENTED LUIGT *S AND THE LA PENTERs RESTAURANTS 1¥ SF 30R 4
IXES & WEEX . 16, &P
WATSOY SAID THAT WE WAS BOOKED INTO THE ORANS ?:9

T

YFF¥MAN,. WATSON DESCRIBED HOFFMAN AS BEING ABOUT 22 YEARS OF aS3E,

UNTY&'\

N JANUARY 1§, 1976 A“D CAME INTO CONTACT WITH ANO INMATE

AUCASIAN, 5°8", 258 POUNDS , SHORT BLONDE HAIR, YEARING SLASSES AND

3ID THAT HOFFMaN SAID HE HAD LIVED It\ &“’EXICO ALL FIq LIFE.
] FEB 27 1976

61 41976
3 15
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Reripoy

GE Te0  La 92-6360 .

WATSON CLAIMED THAT HOFFNAN SaID THaT HEHAS AN UNCLEMANED
Ial PERDZZI wHO OWNS GRANTHAM REALTY IN TRENTON, NEW JERSEY AND
14T THE UNCLE HOLDS "APALACHIN® TYPE NEETINGS TWICE & YEAR WHICK
£ ATTENDED BY JOE SOGENI WHO WATSON CLAIMED IS A LIMA, OHIO

W

AFIA BOSS, JOE BONANNO , PETER LICAVOLI AND GAMBINO, FIRST NAME
NKWOWN TO WATSON, LF NEW YORK . ACCORDING TO WATSOM, HOFFMAN TOLD
1% THAT THERE HAD BEEN 8 $320,079 GO‘NTRACT PUT OUT ON BARBOZA

UT B0 OWE HAD BEEN ABLE TO FIND KIM, wsTSON SAID THAT HE TOLD
JFFYAN THAT HE HAD HEARD THAT BARBOZs FRIQUENTED LUIGI 'S a¥D

HE L4 PENTERA RESTAURARTS., HOFFMaN TOLD HIM HE wOULD PELAY THIS

4FO TO HIS UNCLE aND IF BARBOZA WAS WHERE HE 8810, THAT HE wauLd
£T KIS CUT. FOUR DAYS BEFORT BafB0Zp Wes XILLED , waTSOX €8I
KeT HOFFMAR TOLD HIM THE Tw0 "TORPEDOS™ ZaCH FINY¥ Tud SFPARaT®
RIUPS wERE GOING TO STAKE OUT THESE RESTAURANTS . FOUR DAYS LaTEx
ATSON READ IN THE NEWSP

wATSaN HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH N
KID , MICHISAH aND CALIFORNIA RE NARCOTICS INFO THAT HE HAS 3EEN
LPPLIED WITH BY HIS VARIOUS FELLOW JAIL INMATES. WATSON Has

RITTEN LETTERS TO THE FBI, LA, ORANGE COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT JUDIRE
ENRETH wILLIANMS AND OTHERS ATTEMPTING TO BE RELEASED FROM CUSTODY
N HIS OwN RECOGNIZANCE UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF DEa OR THE F3I S0

HAT HE COULD MaKE CONTACTS wITH A MEXICAN GENERAL INVOLVED IN
®PCOTICS TRAFFIC WITH NEAL PERDZZI AND KEN HOFFNMaN,
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SE THREE LA 92-6368 . - B
wATSON AT THE REQUEST OF JUDGE WILLIANMS yaS CONTACTE[;“Q'Y‘N.
PRESENTATIVE OF THE ORANGE COUNTY Da*S OFFICE AND HAS BEEN CONTACTED
¢ OFFICERS OF THE SANTA ANA PD AND THE BUENA PARK. PD. 'BOTH THE '
ANGE COUNTY D& 'S OFFICE AND THE SARTA ANA PD OPINED THAT THEY
CLIEVED WATSON TO BE A "MENTAL GASE.™
RECORDS. ORANGE COUNTY SO REFLECT KENNETH RICHARD HOFFMaN
RESTED JANUARY 15, 1976, GHARGED WITH POSSESSION OF A CONTROLLED
BSTANCE FOR SALE, waS BORN SEPTEMBER =g, 1953, IN CALIFORNIA,
D HE IS AY UNEYPLOYED MECHANIC. HOFFMAN'S RESIDENCE a¥ND THAT OF
1S WIFE , BERTHA HOFFMAN, waS REFLECTED as \UNMEEMENEEENR C it
ISTA, CALIFORNIS . HOFFMAM WAS FURTHZR DESCRIBETD AS A MALE, CauCaSIay,
rov, m4g éou.«:as, 3RIuR HaIFR, HaZEL EYES, MEDIUM COYPLEXINN sMn
WIN CaLIFORNIA DRIVERS LICENSE E5174€73,
¥ LEAD IS BEING SET OUT FOR INTERVIEY OF HOFFMay AND THIS IS
IINZCLEFT TO OZ sc:«zEnb:é OF THE 20,

FL 3¢» FOLLOUS,
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639

EXHIBIT "2"

I, Gerald Alch, Esquire, being first duly sworn <ing
i upon oath depose and say: .

'j I. am an atterney atv law, a member of the HMassachua-
% set!s Bar, now practicing law in my own office located at One
Center Plaza, Boston, Massachusetts. From 1368 until Septembar

{1974, .1 was an employee of F. Lee Bailey, Esquire, whose office.

was and $till is located at One Center Plaza;- Boston, Masgachu-.

setts. .

This affidavit reflects my best recollection durinqh
the approximate period of July & August, 1970 while employed by’
Mr. Bailey, of my activities, pursuant to Mr. Bailey's direction

involving conversations had with Joseph- Baron Barboza, now

deceased, at the Massachusetts Correctional Institution::at

!
¥
i
|
i

Walpole, Massachusetts.

puring the above~specified period, I visited Mr.

Barboza when he was confined at Walpole in maximum security cell

} block 10. I saw him on several occasions and pursuant to manda-

"N tory procedure, signed a visitor's slip identifying myself as an

I attorney and designating HMr. Barboza as the inmate I wished to
5 see. The purpose of these visits was to interview Mr. G Barboza
g with regard to the testimony he had given in the “"Deagan®” case
3 in the Massachusetts Supé:ior C&urt for Suffolk County. More
specifically, my interviews with Mr. Barboza were cenéered upon
. ;lﬂé;truth or falsity of allegations made by him at the Deagan
“trial with regard to the involvement of one Peter Limone, who,
, 2long with other defendants, was convictéd of murder at said
j trial. To the best of my recollection, I was accgmpanied by
Mr. Bailey on approximately two of these visits; the other
interviews with Mr. Barboza X conducted alone.

i In all of my intexviews with Mr. Barboza, he stated
| to me that any testimony he had given in the trial of the Deagan

case which in any way implicated Peter Limone, was false; that




'
'

“aszi
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was nelither pre the time of the cors

said crime, nor had any knowledge thereof and was in no way in-
volved unde? circumstances which could classify him as an
accessory before or after the fact.

Mr. Barbota further related to me thaé he had found
himeelf in a position where he deemed it to his best advantage
to c¢cooperate with law-enforcement officials, both state and
federal, in order to obtain from them a new identity, geogra-
phical relocation and financial assistance. He told me that his
implication of Mr. Limone, both in his interviews with the pro-
secutor and in his trial testimony, was not true and was motivat:

by his belief that by falsely implicating Limope, he would be in

f a more advantageous position with regard to the.benefits he hoper

to receive from law enforcement authorities. 'On at least one of
my interviews with him at Walpole, he indicated that he had in '
his possession (the whereabouts of which he refused to disclose)
notes which he utilized for testimbny preparation purpbses, the
margins of which reflected handwritten emphasis on Litone's,
alleged implcation. =t .

To the best of my recollection, his-explanation of
how he came to implicate Mr. Limone was as follows:

puring his conversation with prosecution officials
he was interrogated with regard . .to whether or not Mr..Limone

wvolved in the homicide in such a way as to cause him to -

believe that by so incriminating Mr. Limone, he would be
strengthening his position with regard to the promises made to
him by the authorities as hereinabove described. He was unequi-

vocal in stating to me that all of his testimony pertaining to

“Limone was.false and that in view of his belief that the promise

made to him had not been kept, he felt no longer obligated to

adhere to his false implication of Limone.
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AS a result of thesa interviews, an aff:

eventually prepared for his signature, which, to the best of my
recollection, was brought up to him at walpola‘bv-my then assoacia:r
Colin ¥, Gillis, Esquire, heforeé whom he acknowledged the content:
thereof to be true and did execute said affidavit.

This affidavit is being made at the request of
Attorney Joseph Hennelly, and is based solely upon my recollect-

ion of the events hereinabove described. As of the date of this

affidavit, I have conferred with no other individual involved in

. these events, nor have I been shown any documents for the purpose

of refreshing my recollection.

K a0 (@0

GERALD ALCH, ESQUIRE

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

i SUFFOLK, SS. . APRIL 9, 1976

Then personally appeared the above-named. Gerald Alch,

Esquire, and-acknowledged the foregoing affidavit to be the truth

' to the best of his knowledge and belief before me,

e b
—~NOTARY PUBLIC

My Commission Expires: /vg///ﬁ’ﬁ
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Epitﬂpll f()l'a “il‘ed Gllll By Hank Messick )

Barboza’s last dance opthe killing ground

57

Within hours after Joe Barboza, ‘a
man called “animal,”m
to death on February 11th on . the
streets of San Francisco, attorney F.
lee Bailey was quoted as saying: “He
told me he killed 26 people. With all
due respect to my former cliemt, I
don't think society has suffered a great
foss.”

1 disagree—and not just because
Barboza hr 1ded Bailey a fot of “buil-
shit”

While I never met the stocky ex-
boxer in person, ] received from him
many lonely letters in which he poured
out his soul and dissected his past.
-1 also talked to him on the phone
several times following his parole from
a California prison_on October 30,
1975. And I knew the woman
who loved him in life and took his
tady back to New Bedford for burial.

Joe was a proud man, as proud as
Bailey, whom he described as “a super
egomaniac,” They met in 1965. Bar-
boza said he became angry when
Bailey acted “superior™—"1 banged
my fist on his desk and told him that
while he was nationally famous and
1 was just a little man, the important
thing he lost sight of was that we
were both men. 1 wasn't one of the
robots in his office. Then 1 walked
out, and he came after me and told
me to come back, and after that we
got along better.”

According to Barboza, their jast
meeting took place “on or about July
13, 1970,” in the New Bedford dining
room of a well-known gangster. In
the five-year interval Joe had become
a federal witness, and his testimony
had put Raymond Patriarca, alleged
boss of the New England Mafia family
known as the “Office,” in prison. Joe
had been paroled and had focated in
California under a uew legal name.
By coming east {o see Bailey, he was
violating his parole. He was also
risking his life and he took pre-
cautions;

“Beside me in the chair was a .30

Hank Messick was the co-author, with
Joe Barbowa Baron, of Barboza, pub-
lished by Dell. An excerpt from that
book appeared in
Boston.

* EXHIBIT
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s

caliber M-1 with a" folding stock, a
sawed-off shotgun, a .45 pisto and, in
my pocket, was 2 .25 automatic.”

“Stop these James Bond moves,”
Joe remembered Bailey saying. But
Barboza refused to get 1id of the
weapons. “I don't trust nobody,” he
told Bailey.

They were meeting to discuss a
Mafia proposal that Berboza Tecant
his previous testimony in exchange for
$500,000 and his fife. (Joe said that
upon receiving the offer, he had asked
the Mafia to provide a reputable at-
torney to arrange the deal, and, ac-
cording to Barboza, Bailey was the one
who got the job.) The lawyer claimed
he wasn't concerned with the money
angle, but he gave Joe an envelope
containing eight $100 bills, which, he
said, had been left in his office 1o
cover Yoe's expenses. . Barboza told me
that he didn’t intend to recant; he
planned to get a big down-payment on
the half million and then disappear
somewhere. So he gave Bailey some
“worthless documents” and 2 “bull-
shit” promise to cause “a scandal that
wilf shake the federal government.”
Bailey, he added, became “excited”
nd said, “This may be my biggest

case yet."

A few nights later, racial disorders
broke out in New Bedford, and police
stopped Joe at a roadblock. They |
found a gun and took him to jail, .
where he was identified. While being .
hetd, he was “tricked”~~his Word-
into telling a fellow prisoner about
killing a man in self-defense in Cali-
fornia, The prisoner squealed, and
Barboza was sent west to be tried; he *,
was convicted of second-degree mur- -
der and sentenced to five years-to-life. :

While in prison, he wrote a collec- -
tion of stories concerned mainly with
Boston's famous gang war of the
1960s. For a man of little formal
education, he wrote well, displaying
real narrative ability. In time he smug-
gled out the manuscript. ped |
it and, on the recommendation of
former Boston Strike Force chief Ed-
ward F. Harzington, brought it to me
to make into a book. Since I had
hundreds of questions, Yoe and 1 be- *
gan exchanging long letters each week.
Some answers he didn't want to put
on paper, where official eyes might -
see them: So be told them to
and she passed them on.

Putting the book logether wasn't
easy. Joc was moved repeatedly within
the California prison system as his .
old identity was discovered and plots &’
made against his life. He spent a year 7.
on loan to Montana, but even at "
isolated Deer Lodge, a gun was -
smuggled inside the walls to kill him. 3
He was then retufped to California. °
The pressures made Joe irritable at =
times, ” impatient for results on the
book, and often he was certain I was
going to screw him. But thanks largely
to he gradually began to trust
me. hen the galley proofs finally -
reached his cell, be was delighted, He
even began suffering from first-book
delusions of grandeur, and 1 had to
cut him down a bit 1o keep him
writing on a second manuscript we
had projected. When he complained
about a callous on his thumb from .
pencil pushing, 1 welcomed him to the
club and listed other ailments common. ",
to writers: aching backs, strained eyes,
boils on the bottom, etc. It made him <
taugh. {continued on page 137)
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N ; : B i  So what kind of person was Joe
A : B 7N Barboza? He was proud of his physi-

. : . cal strength and boxing ability, just
" as he was proud of those other skills
he had needed to survive in the jungle.
There,. conventional morality didn’t
matter. More important was the

. o quality the Mafia calls omerta: man-

liness. For Joe it meant being loyal
to people who were loyal to him; it
meant defending one's rights; it meant
respecting women because, physically
at least, women were weaker.

Barboza fascinated women. After
reading his book, several apparently

called me long-distance, asking to
meet- him. a usually patient
and- reasonable person, became en-
» raged when I told her—she was ready
to fight any female who tried to steal
her man. She believed that she had
tamed the “apimal® and that they

area where Barboza was unknown.
Until his parole last October, Joe
-~ seemed to share that dream. But in his

with old enemies as well. That offer
of $500,000 1o recant his testimony

dered why. He was running out of
money. We talked about the second
book, and he promised to come to
my home and help put it together.
Worried about Joe, I made in-
quirics. What I heard worried me
more. In Boston others shared my
doubts that the animal was tamed.
Survivors of the gang war had moved
. into the vacuum created when the
“Office” was exposed, Some were
former followers of Barboza, and they
feared Joe would return to reclaim
leadership, wealth and power be felt
his due. That could cause another
gang war; people would die and, be~
sides, it would be bad for business.
T's my theory that Joe was killed
not for what he had done, but for
what he might do. The men who knew
him best feared him most—and they
eliminated him. Frankly, I think he

half expected it. In one of sevéral.

poems he wrote is this verse:

Life turns on you in so many ways,

who can predict its end?
We are born to die and death may

come

. at the hand of a friend.
. " For Joe Barboza Tl give the epi-
oo : . s S . taph he supplied atter his pal, Buddy
B . McLean, was shot: “A man is dead.”
=

could build a peaceful life in a remote -

respectable  and - intelligent women |

+ last conversation with me, shortly be- !
* fore he was blasted, he 1alked of other :
things. He had made contact with .
* old friends in Boston and, apparendy,

was, still open, be said, and he won- -





