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Mr. Adams called to advise of information received r.ea s /-
from James A. Wilderotter, Associate Deputy Attorney General, indicating
that as a result of some contacts made by Deputy Atarney General Silberma
at the U, S. Attorney's conference in New Orleans, he had inquired with
respect to the Bureau's policy in protecting.its informants. :On the basis
Of Silberman's conversation, it was evident that some U, S. Attorneys at’; L(j
e New Orleans conference had expressed a feeling that the Bureau was, Qf,
verly protective of its informants and made every effort to insure that i
they were not prosecuted and thus their availability for the production of &
intelligence information remained secure. It also appears that some of
these U, S, Attorneys were under the impression that the interest in avoiding
prosecution of the informants was to provide an uninterrupted advancement
of the informant in the hierarchy of organized crime and thus become of
greater value to the Bureau's investigations. o
-
These suggestions ~n the part of the U. S. Attorneysargpatently -
false, It has long been an establishéd practice of the Bureau to insure that

"an informant is fully aware of the fact that the Bureau will not countenarice

any criminal activity on the part of the informant and that if the informant
is found to be in violation, we will not stand in the way of prosecution, and
in fact, would fulfill our responsibilities by making all available information
to.the prosecuting authority.

1t is certainly well recognized that informants are not persons
of sterling character and while they do not admit it, their livelihood is fre-
quently dependent in the effectiveness in their criminal conduct. However,
we do not give them any so-called “free pass, " "immunity, "' or any other
suggestion that would provide the informant with a teehng of total safety
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Memorandum to Mr. Cleveland
RE: 1974 NATIONAL CONFERENCE
OF UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS

While the source of Silberman's concern is not known,
it will be recalled that a few months ago (August 9, 1974), U, S. Attorney
complained about_agent
arranged to have a convicted La Cosa Nostra member assigned to the
Penitentiary having full knowledge that the U. S. Attorney's
office had recommended that this individual be iricarcerated in,
Penitentiary. = The U, 8. Attorney said he was suspicious about the
motives of the Agent. Our inquiry established that the agent admitted
making the arrangements in order ﬂ\at*the hoodlum,
might be further developed as an informant. 'he Agent was censured
for his poor judgment in this matter. |

It might be noted further, our Denver Oifice has indicated
that they must be circumspect in their relationships with the U, S,
Attorney's office on organized crime matters because of a more than
casual relationship existing between U. S. Attorney Treece and organized
crime figures in the Denver area, as well as the consistént reluctance
on the part of the U. 8. Attorney to prosecute organized crime matters
involving the Smalldones.  This has been previously brought to the
attention of the Department.

ACTION:
The foregoing is for future reference, it being noted

Mr. Wilderotter, in his conversation with Mr. Adams, indicated that
this should be a matter of discussion in a future meeting with the Deputy

Attorney General's office.
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