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| RE RACE FIXING AND ORGANIZED CRIME, JUSTICE DEPT. 4AS
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SPECIAL INVESTI%}@IVE DIVISION o
) May 24, 1972

Joseph Baron wa: he principal prosecution
witness ip United States District Court,Boston,
Massachusetts, in trial resulting in_ conviction
of La Cosa Nostra "boss™ Raymond Patriarca in
1967 on interstate gambling charge. Baronm had '.
contracted with Patriarca to killia‘; Providence;
Rhode Island, hoodlum in a dispute concerning
a gambling game operation. Baron also
testified for the prosecution in several murder .
trials in state court.

While relocated for personal safety reasons'
in Santa Rosa, California, Baron perpetrated
another murder for which he was convicted in
December, 1971. Barén is a vicious contract
killer and shylock who has been incarcerated
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the time since 1966. He has been subpoenaed
to testify on 5/25/72 before the House of
Representatives Committee in inguiry into

in one place or another substantidlly all of l
|
|
horse race fixing and organized crime. 1
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Partial recording of an interview conducted by U.S. Senate Investigator Roy Bodell of

Joseph Baron on May 26 through May 29, 1972 inclusive.

Joseph Baron
Roy Bodeil

Unintelligible

Teddy Deegan had been involved in an earlier attempt, I said about Deegan being invoived in
an earlier attempt. | said about Deegan being involved in an $82,000.00 bookmaker's house;
taking $82,000.00 out of his house. His name was Don Popelo, and what his name,
Soteropoulos was invoived; and then there was...if i'm not mistaken Harold Hannan may have
been involved in that. Ah then ah...he Killed..., uh when the Office (Boston La Cosa Nostra)
put out a contract on Deegan... Sacamone...Deegan had an argument with Rico Sacamone
over pills and Deegan shot him and tried to use that murder as uh, uh, uh, uh, uh a show of
strength so that the Office wouldn't fool around with him, ya know. No one would say..."” nobody
to fool around with,” but it only worsened the situation uh then they pulled guns down in the
EBB TIDE. Soteropoulos and him pulled guns on Chris. Brown and Junior Zappella and uh
Zalani which incensed Henry Tameleo. Peter Limone, Peter Limone offered me $7,500 touh
to take out the contract on Teddy Deegan and | got the OK from uh Henry Tameleo. Louie
Greco helped set up, uh, uh, Deegan through Roy French, Roy French was all fired up
especially when | told him that | would squash:’the beef he had going with McL.ean uh because
McLean, was mad at Roy French for hiding out Georgie McLaughlin. Ah and uh, um, let me
see, uh when uh when he came up and said tﬁat that he could... that Deegan was goingon a
score which was really involved a finance company over the Lincoln National Bank in
Chelsea, he says that Soteropoulos was involved too so that uh uh | finally lined up the score
after Limone said that he added an additional $2,500 to the pot which Henry Tameleo okayed,

making $10,000 for the hits. Uh...they were suppose to go in an alley...
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Yeah but it wasn't, it was:t, it was two hits, because Soteropoulos never gotit. | hada
bulletproof vest on and ui* Romeo Martin and Louie Greco went inside the alley and Roy
French walked into the alie ; with Deegan and uh | was supposed to jump out of car, uh, up the
street from them with ah, Ronnie Casesso and Joe LaHase was gonna get behind the wheel
and | had a bulietproof vest and a .357 magnum and Ronnie had. 357 magnum, we were
supposed to run across the street in broad daylight and stay on the corner in front of the
Lincoln National Bank until we heard the shots, once we heard the shots we were supposed
1o run across the street at Soteropoulos and starnt shooting at him with a .357 magnum, and uh
he didn't have no gun we found out later but uh a law came by in plain clothes and saw the
number plate benton the car we were sitting in and he came over to the car and uh said, "your
number plate in the back is bent,” so rather than get out of the car | just pulled away and uh
1 left Ronnie Casesso down, ah down on the cormner near a place called the Bagel Factory in
Chelsea, uh‘ and he ran up the street where Chico was, Chico was up in a legitimate car, eh
and before he had really time to warn the guys in the alley about, about the law being around
the cop pulled up and he had to sit in the car with Chico, and uh, uh Deegan was killed. Roy
French fired the first shot and when he was down Louie Greco came out of his spot and started
firing, and Romeo came out ... and the last thing he did before he was leaving was puli out
...put a shot uh the last shot in Romeo's head. Ah and uh Soteropoulos was waved back. As
Roy French came out of the alley cause Roy French was shocked to see Soteropoulos still in
his car so he waved him away and Soteropoulos went and got Farese, and Farese, and he
said that Déegan and Roy French were in trouble down in Chelsea. What? My voice is
hurting, uh, uh, let me see, uh Soteropoulos went down to the station with Farese assuming
that, assuming, assuming that uh Teddy Deegan and Roy French had gotten into some
trouble with the law. That they were (U!). But when Farese went in screaming asking where

his clients Deegan and Roy French were, the law showed him where Deegan 6%}8 égs.?gwas
i
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inthealley dead, and they said to him, " now what are you talking about Roy French?” And
Farese started sputtering and stuftering, stuttering, and threw them off but yet the law still
remembered Roy French's name and went down to see Roy French, and they saw blood on
his shoes at the EBB TIDE . You see Roy French was working as a bouncer, as a bouncer,
atthe EBB  TIDE, and sneaked off to do this hit and came back and nobody even knew that
he was gone. So he said that he had broke up a fight earlier. | got the money the next day,
i got the $7,600 from, from uh Peter Limone and uh we cut the money up and i gave itto

Louie Greco and Louie Greco went back to Florida and um that was the Deegan hit.
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14 L OF CAUIORNIA . . - i "A RONMD%R(AGA;L Gaverne
PEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
RCRAMENTO
June 2, 1972
Hr. Crwis Nolde .

Associate Counsel

Select Committee on Crime

House of Repregentatives Re: Joseph BAROW
Congress of the United States

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear HMr. Nolde:

Recently the above named individual testificd befcre the Senate
Select Committee on Crime. Prior to his testimony his identity
and previous activities were generally unkaowan to inmates and
personnel of this department. During the period of time while
he was in Washington, Fr. Baron chose to discuss his situation
with a nuwber of officials. Even prior to his transfer to
Washington, he alerted,other inmates at the institution where he
was housed that he was en route to Washington to teatify, He
further gave these inmates information about lus act:s vities ﬁhitl’
‘placed him in considerable danger.

When Mr. Baron was returned to our facilities, United States
Marshals delivering this subject insisted that he not be placed
in general population and strongly suggested, as have others,
that he not be housed in the znstitutxon to which he was
returned.

As a result of Mr. Baron's inability to keep his identity and
activities limited, it has now become necessary that I take very
strirgent action to. insure his protection, Under these circum~
stances it is not possible to reduce his custody and allow him to
mingle unnoticed among other inmates., Effective this date, I ’
have directed that he is a protective custody case and thst he is
ta be housed in wmsximum security within a facility of thls depart~
ment, He will not under any circumstances coume in contact with
other inmates.

Such actions on my part imposes restrictions on Mr. Baven vhich
I hoped would not be necessary. I am certain that my actions in
this matter will probably affect his willingness to continue to
cooperate with the Unlted States Government. I write you so that

BSF-0088t




¥r. Chris Holde . Ze June 2, 1972

you can hovefu
created hick

hiz phy
change 5
you decm

by
oves me no alternative if I amr to guarantee

I will advise you periodically of any

; 3 and will continae to cooperate with you as
reessary and appropriate.

Very truly yours,

= ’ / o < “:’aﬁﬁé
B, E, COYLE : -

Asgistant Director

Law Enforcement. Lisison

REC/mge . ’

ce: Me. Williem f:.:ﬂau/. - , .
Associate Dircetor . - ’
United States Department of Justice
United States Karshals Service
Weshingtorn, D.C. 20530

BSF-00889
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1705 U.8. P.0. &k Courthouse
Boston, Massachusetts 02109
June 19, 1972

Mr. Joseph Bentley

Box Fo. B 38509

Folsom State Prison
Represa, California 95671

Dear Joe:

Just received your letter of June 13, 1972. I was
very sorry to hear that you are presently im isolation at
Folsom Stats Prison due to the matiomal publicity which your
testimony before the Congressionsl Committes received. I mm
sure that you fesl that your appearance in Washington was
worth losing your minimm custody status at Tehachapi.

Any information involving orgamized crime which you
have provided to the Pepper Committes and/or to attorneys with
-the Justice Department in Washington will, I s sure, be -
accorded due consideration by them. You are well sware, I
know, that there is no requirement for you to testify {n any
new cases in order for the Department of Justice to bring to
the attention of the Parcole Board at the apprapriate time the
contribution which you have already wadé to the govermment's
compaign sgainst organized erime.

Sincerely,

Ted Harriegton

BSF-00892
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