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Capitol Interior

he President’s Room, which was built as part of the 1850s extension of

the Capitol, is one of the most highly decorated spaces in the building. It

was planned to fulfill an important function. Originally, the terms of office

for the president and Congress began at the same time—March 4 at noon.

Consequently, outgoing presidents often visited the Capitol, and the President’s

Room, during a session’s final hours to sign last-minute legislation hurriedly passed

by outgoing Congresses. The 20th Amendment in 1933 eliminated the need for the

room by separating the ends of congressional and presidential terms.

The room is decorated with painted wall
and ceiling murals completed in 1860 by
[talian artist Constantino Brumidi. Portraits
of President Washington and his first cabinet
adorn the walls, elegantly framed with floral
motifs; on the ceiling are allegorical figures
personifying the foundations of government,
along with historical portraits representing
fundamental aspects of the development of the
nation. This 1865 engraving of the President’s
Room appeared in period guidebooks, where
the room was described as “one of the gems of

the Capitol.” ' &

! John B. Ellis, The Sights and Secrets of the National Capital (Chicago: Jones,
Junkin, 1869), 89.
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Presidents Room. N.Wing U.S. Capitol.

Edward Sachse & Co. after Casimir Bohn
Casimir Bohn, 1865

Lithograph, hand-colored

4% x 7V inches (12.4 x 17.9 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00020.001
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Ladies’ Reception Room, U.S. Senate, Washington.

Unidentified

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 03/09/1867
Wood engraving, black and white

6% x 9% inches (159 x 23.8 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00424.001

The Impeachment Excitement

Unidentified after James E. Taylor

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 03/14/1868
Wood engraving, black and white

145 x 9% inches (36.8 x 23.8 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00155.002

United States Supreme Court Room, Washington City—Chief-Justice
Chase and Associates Hearing the Arguments in the Mississippi
Injunction Case.

Unidentified after Andrew M’Callum
Harper’s Weekly, 04/27/1867

Wood engraving, black and white

9 x 13% inches (24.1 x 34.9 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00213.002

60 United States Senate
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Impeachment—The Impeachment Committee Preparing
the Indictment.

Unidentified after Theodore R. Davis
Harper’'s Weekly, 03/14/1868

Wood engraving, black and white

14 x 9% inches (35.9 x 24.1 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00443.001
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Interior of the House of Representatives at Washington—
The House in Session.

Unidentified after Theodore R. Davis
Harper’'s Weekly, 03/14/1868

Wood engraving, black and white
13% x 4 Y4 inches (35.2 x 11.4 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00444.001
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The House Committee, Elected to Manage the Impeachment of the
President, Entering the Senate Chamber, Washington, D.C., on the 4th
Inst., to Present the Articles of Impeachment.

Unidentified after James E. Taylor

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 03/21/1868
Wood engraving, black and white

9 x 13% inches (24.1 x 34.9 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00154.002
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Capitol Interior

A BACE FUlt THE WIIES ENERGY OF TILE BEFORTERS.

A Race for the Wires—Energy of the Reporters.

Unidentified after Theodore R. Davis
Harper’'s Weekly, 03/21/1868

Wood engraving, black and white
6% x 4% inches (15.6 x 11.4 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00446.001
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Mr. Thaddeus Stevens Being Conveyed to the
House of Representatives by His Assistants,
Joseph Reese and John Chauncey.

Unidentified after James E. Taylor

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 03/28/1868
Wood engraving, black and white

6 x 4% inches (15.2 x 11.6 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00527.001b

QFFICE OF THE SECRETALY OF THE SENATE, WASHINGTON, D C. —PREPARING THE SUMMOXNS FOR
PRISIDENT JOHNSON TO APPEAR DEFORE THE COURT OF IMPEACHMENT.—FROM A SKETCH BY JAS.
E, TATLOR.

62

Office of the Secretary of the Senate, Washington, DC. [sic]—Preparing
the Summons for President Johnson to Appear before the Court
of Impeachment.

Unidentified after James E. Taylor

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 03/28/1868
Wood engraving, black and white

6 x 4°% inches (15.2 x 11.7 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00527.001a

United States Senate
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J. 1. Christie, Messenger of the Senate, Receiving Tickets at the

Scenes and Incidents at the National Capital during the Entrance./ The Impeachment Trial—The Members of the House of
Impeachment Excitement. Representatives Proceeding to the Senate Chamber.

Unidentified Unidentified after Theodore R. Davis

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 04/04/1868 Harper’s Weekly, 04/11/1868

Wood engraving, black and white Wood engraving, black and white

14% x 9% inches (37.5 x 24.1 cm) 11 % x 9% inches (28.3 x 23.5 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00422.001 Cat. no. 38.00230.002
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