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Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 30515

January 9, 2006
The Honorable Arlen Specter The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman Ranking Member
Senate Comunittee on the Judiciary Senate Conumnittee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 152 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Specter and Ranking Member Leahy:

As women Members of Congress who work hard to enact legislation and promote policies that
protect women and ensure equality within our society, we fear our work, and the contributions of
our colleagues who served before us, will be dismantled with the confirmation of Judge Samucl
Alito to the U.S. Supreme Court.

We believe that Judge Alito poses a direct threat to the rights of women in America. As the
attached memorandum details, Judge Alito has a Tong record of extreme views on women’s
reproductive health, sexual and workplace discrimination, the Family Medical Leave Act and
civil rights. He has worked to thwart established precedent and has affihated himsclf with
radical organizations that have actively sought to keep women and muinorities from advancing
educationally and economically.

Under the scrutiny of the nomination process, it is not surprising that Judge Alito now disavows
his positions on issues important to women and famulies in order to secure confirrnation voies.
But his record speaks to his true views and 1t speaks loudly, Rather than offering a balanced
successor to the moderate vicws of Justice Sandra Day O’Connor and the majority of this nation,
Judge Alito’s nomination radically tips the scales of justice against women.

As guardians of the Constitution, Supreme Court Justices play a key role in protecting and
ensuring our liberties. They are given life tenures and are expected to stay above the political
fray so their decisions will be fair and unbiased. They must judge cases with impartiality and
open nundedness, and they must respect settled law.

You have a responsibihty to ensure that the highest court is not stacked against the hard fouyht
rights that protect women across the country. When you consider the nomination of Judge Alito
to the U.S. Supreme Court, we hope you will reflect on the nulestones in women's rights and
determine that America cannot afford to abandon these fundamental protections. We encounrage
you to review the attached memorandum which detasls many of the disturbing examples of Judy
Alito’s extreme views on women'’s rights in the law. We urge you to consider that this hifcume
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appomiment witl have detnimental consequenc

e for American wonen, and oppose the

condirmaton of fudge Alito as the next US. Supreme Cowrt Justice

Simcerely,

e M Staughter
Member of Congress
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Memher of Congress
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Roosa Delbauro
Moember of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Muember of Congress
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“funmita Millender-MeDonald
Moember of Conwiess

Uddie Bermec Iohnson
Member of Congross

Guen S Moore
Member o Conugyss
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4y Schakowsky
4 P
Member of Congress
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Linda’l. Sanchex Diebbic Wasserman Schullz
Member of Conyiess

Member of Congress

Ellen Q. Tauschat Nydia Velazquez
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress






