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18 November 2005
The Honorable Arlen Specter The Honorable Patrick I. Leahy
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary Committee to the Judiciary
United States Senate Lnited States Scenate
Washmgton, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman and Senator Leahy,

[ am writing on behalf of the membership of the Fraternal Order of Police to advise you of our
strong support for the nomination of Samuel A. Alito, Jr. to be an Associate Justice on the United
States Supreme Court,

Judge Alito has a long and distinguished carcer as a public servant, a practicing attorney, and a
Federal jurist. He currently serves as a justice on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit,
the very same Circait where he began his career as a law clerk for Judge Leonard 1. Garth. Judge
Alito spent four years as an Assistant U.S. Attomey before becoming an Assistant to the U.S.
Solicitor General in 1981. During his tenure with the Solicitor's office, he argued thirteen cases
before the United States Supreme Court, winning twelve of them. In 1985, he served as Deputy
Assistant U.S. Attorney General before returning to his native New Jersey to serve as U.S.
Attorney in 1990, Nominated by President George H.W. Bush to the Third Circuit. the Senate
confirmed him unanimously on a voice vote.

The F.O.P. helicves that nominees for posts on the Federal bench must meet two qualifications: a
proven record of success as a practicing attorney and the respect of the law enforcement
community. Judge Sam Alito meets both of these important criteria. In his fiftcen years as a
Federal judge, he has demonstrated respect for the Constitution, for the rights of all Americans,
for law, and for law enforcement ofticers, who often find it very difficult to successfully assert
their rights as employees. Judge Alito demonstrated his keen understanding of this in a case
brought by Muslim police officers in Newark, New Jersey (Fraternal Order of Police Newark
Lodge No. 12 v. City of Newark. 1999)  The Newark Police Department sought to force these
officers to shave their beards. which they wore in accordange with their religious beliefs. Judge
Alito ruled in favor of the otficers in this case, correctly noting that the department’s policy
unconstitutionally infringed on their civil rights under the First Amendment.

The F.O.P. is also very supportive of Judge Alito’s decision in a 1993 decision filed by a coal
miner seeking disability benefits under the Black Lung Benetits Act (Cort v. Direcior, Office of
Workers Compensation Programs). Judge Alito ruled in favor of the coal miner, holding that
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the Benefits Review Board which denied the miner’s claim had misapplied the applicable law
regarding disability. He ordered that the case be remanded for an award of benefits. instructing
that the Board could not consider any other grounds for denying benefits. Members of the F.O.P.
and survivor families who have been forced to appeal decisions which denied benefits under
workers’ compensation laws or programs like the Public Safety Officer Benefit (PSOB) know
first-hand just how important it is to have a jurist with a working knowledge of applicable law
and a strong identification with the claimants as opposed to government bureaucrats looking to
keep costs down,

Judge Samuel A. Alito, Jr. has demonstrated that he will be an outstanding addition to the
Supreme Court, and that he has rightfully earned his place beside the finest legal minds in the
nation. We are proud to support his nomination and, on behalf of the more than 321,000
members of the Fraternal Order of Police, 1 urge the Judiciary Committee to expeditiously
approve his nomination. Please do not hesitate to contact me, or Executive Director Jim Pasco,
through our Washington office if we may be of any further assistance.

Sincc:ly, : : é

Chuck Canterbury
National President





