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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
DIEra IMENT O AFRO-Aoieninan STUTwes
Butker Center - 12 Quney Soeer - Cambridme, Massachusetts (121 38-3370
Tr] 617 4954113 Fax. 617490 2471
Tune 33, 20013

Senator John Edwards
225 Lirksen
Washingion, DC 20410

Dear Seqator Edwards:

I amn pleased o give my wholehearmed endorsement of Allyson Duncan’s
nenunation o the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Cireuit | have known
Allyson Duncan for many decades, [a the mid-1970s we both lived in Rochester. New
York—Allyson in her first job after law school and [ in a Ph.D program in History at the
University of Rochester. [n the late 19705 and early 19803 job opportunitics broughd
cach of us v Washicgton, T2.C., which was hoioe for me and a second home for Allyson
since Washington is the home of Allysan’s mother's sister. Allyson's aunt was buth my
high school histery teacher and my mother’s good frend. 1 give tus persenal detatl to
emnphasize our rendship and family ties over the years, [ have fellowsd Allyson's
eareer and am knowledgeable of her accomplishments a5 a law stadent, law clerk,
weacher, lawver ina vanetly of capacities, wtility commissioner, and most recentls
president of the North Carolina Bar.

1 speak with full confidence of herintegnty and ablity. She is a person of
pruwiple and compassion. | have never known anyone more committed to high personal
standards. She believes in and exhibits thoroughness, unselfishness, sharp intellect,
vision, and kindness to others. She is wide-ranging in and passionate about her
interests— fram the law o Duke basketball b dogs. My late busband fudge A Leon
Hipgnbotham, ., a staunch Democrat, had (e greatest respect and affection for
Allyson, a staunch Republican s a testimony to both of them that 1hey got along so
well He tremendously admired her mind and her tenacity, often praising her legal skills
and overall intellectual abilites,

Tt is a great Joy for me to know of Allvson's hearing before the Judiciary
Committee, and } do not daubt that the Committee's good judgenent vall resalt in her
appointment,

Sincerety,
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Evelyr’Brooks Higginhotham

Professor of History and Atrican Amercan Studies






