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SUBMISSIONS FOR THE RECORD

Senator Dianne Feinstein

Introductory Remarks on the Nomination of
Cansuelo Callahan

Mr. Chairman, [ am pleased to introduce Justice
Consuelo Callahan, a nominee for the Ninth Circuit Court
of Appeals, to the Judiciary Committee.

Justice Callahan currently serves in the California
state court system as an appeilate judge on the Third
District Court of Appeal, which is located in Sacramento.

In these times of contentious debate on judicial
nominations in the Senate, | find it refreshing to introduce
a nominee who has not provoked controversy. To this
date, | have yet to receive a single ietter in apposition to

Justice Callahan.
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Before | delve into Justice Callahan’s background, |
wanted to briefly acknowledge the presence of her
husband, Randy. Randy, could you please stand up so

the committee can recognize you?

Justice Callahan has strong roots in California. She
was born in Palo Alto and,grew up in the Bay Area. For
college, she attended Stanford University, where she
graduated with Honors. She then attended the University
of the Pacific McGeorge School of Law.

After law school, Justice Callahan embarked on a
career as a government lawyer. She first worked as a City
Aftorney for the City of Stockton and then joined the San
Joaquin District Attorney’s Office as a Deputy District
Attorney. In the District Attorney’s office , Justice Callahan
established the office’s first child abuse and sexual assault L/
unit. She also personally handled over 50 jury trials during

her tenure as a prosecutor.
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In 1986, Justice Callahan became a Commissioner of
the Stockton Municipal Court. Six years later, she was
appointed to the San Joaquin Superior Court where she
become the first Hispanic woman to serve on that bench.

In 1996, Justice Callahan was elevaied to the State
Court of Appeal. Upon her appointment, she became the
first judge from San Joaquin County to serve on the Third
District Court of Appeal in 73 years.

Judge Callahan comes to this nomination with the
strong support of her colleagues in the Sacramento area
legal community.

»  Notably, all 10 justices who serve with Justice
Callahan on the Third Appeilate District have written in
support of her nomination. The Justices write that
“during her more than six years on our court, Connie
has shown that she has the integrity, capacity,
colfegiality #nd diligence to serve with distinction on
the Ninth Circuit.”
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The California La Raza Lawyers Association has
endorsed Justice Callahan’'s nomination and called
her an “exceptional” candidate for the Ninth Circuit.

Judge David DeAlba of the Sacramento Superior
Court describes Justice Callahan as an “outstanding
jurist who will serve the people of the United States
with great distinction and honor.” He further describes
her as having a “reputation of being a moderate on
most issues and for being appropriately conservative
in matters of criminal justice,”

Noted local defense attorney Al Ellis has described
Justice Callahan as tough but fair with a “reputation of
being impeccably honest and ... having common
sense.”
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Justice Caliahan remains actively involved in
professional and civic activities. She is President of the
Anthony M. Kennedy Inn of Court, President of the Alumni
Board of McGeorge School of law, and a former member
of the Executive Board of the California Judges

Association.

For her work in the field of child abuse, she has
received an award from the San Joaquin County Juvenile
Justice Commission. The San Joaquin County Medication
Center named her Peacemaker of the Year.

Once again, | am pleased to introduce Justice
Callahan to the Commitiee.





