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Tahoe ruling leaves owners with empty lots / 1t may be impossible to recoup investment
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It may be impossible to recoup ‘
Investment i
Is tha
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v —— 'The ¢
To Ken and Betty Eberis, purchasing two pieces of - Bamar-tendy yermon m you
land at Lake Tahoe in the late 19705 was to be the
start of what some day would be a dream it
fiome,

TOP JOBS
To govemment officials and environmentalists, that
house represented a potential nightmare of urban » BIQTECHNQLOGY
blight, pailution. erosicn and damage fo a national Understanding Disesse,
rreasure. Creating
Ezelouis
S0 offivials enforved a building meratorium that o T
tasted for six years, and new planning restrictions + BALES Mobil
. make it jmpossible lor the property owners to ever MEDICAL SALES 1F YGU
buile. wre 35§ motivat
» DENTAL
The_ Eberies and 399 property cwners i the Tahce AS5T FT/PT, Nice busy
basin argued that the government should pay them 2 ooy cuy o
far the value they fost on their land during that
period. But on Tuesday, the U.S, Supreme Court » SALES
ruled in favar of the government, saying that the GRLOCERY SALES
financial constramts of tompensating property Sauthemn Calif, specia
owners might foroe officiats to ovariaok good,
anvir lty scnd ptanning. Enviranmentalists P
have hailed Lha ruling as a victory. .Ex&cél:j_n‘#
CPPORTUNITIES
"This is big.” said Carl Zichella, regional statf CRLUMBTA
director of the Sierra Club’s California, Nevada and SEORTSWEAR
Hawaii region. "It takes the wind out of the sails of
the property-rights extremists." » DIRECTOR
FRANCHISE )
But the Eberies woLld argus that they are far from | 222/ TIONS Rapidly

tremists — just regular people who wera hoping o
spend their twilight years by the lake. » TRAFEEC

Suptrvisar CA&M Sugar
"When wa bought the land, the boys were just has an mmediat
leaming how lo ki said Ken Eberle, a 53-year-old
retired co-owner of 2 smalt business now fiving in » PIRECTOR
Cambria "Ad first, we thoughl we would just build & Marlne Div. Port of
cabin for the weekends. But we couldn't afford it. Partisnd The Por
Latar we decided thal it could be our retirement
home.” » MEDICAL

ASST. Small practice.
Because they can never build, the Eberles and te | 2in9ua! Ena/
ather property owness' land is worth pennies on the
doliar, said Michae| Berger, thew appailate lawyer. * ADMIN

172772003
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"Some can't even walk on the land without a2 permn,
let alone pitch a tent, " Berger said. "l think thase
penple are pretiy much out of luck.”

Ken Eberle said he paid $18,000 for the Jand 24
years ago. With property taxes and maintanance
costs, they have put $40,000 to $50.000 into the
property, in the eany 1990s the Forest Servica
offered t0 give the couple $20, 000 for the two
parcels — roughly two-thirds of an acre.

A real estate agent told the Eberles they could get
as much ss $400,000 # the land was buildabie. The
average homne at Lake Tahoe — withoul a view of
the lake — on the California side sells for about
$700.000, said real estate experts. It's slightly mare
on the Nevada side because the state does not
require resklents 1o pay income or corporate taxes.

Many of the 400 proparty owners have sold their
lang to the Forest Service Lake Tahoe Basin, the
Catfornia-Tahoe Canservaney or Navada State
Lands. Tha state agancies will buy environmentalby
sensitive properties for fair market value.

But avcording to Berger, the fand has litle vaiue if
it's not buildable

Rechelie Nagon, executive director of the League to
Save Lake Tahoe, said people buying knd in the
aarly 19703 should have been aware that it was
gaing to be tough o get permits to bulld new
houses in the Tahos basin,

"The area was tembly over subdivided,” she saig
"Mare devaelopment would hurt the water quality,
bring more traffic, create more pollution and wm the
pface into an urban zrea.”

Zichedia, of the Sierra Club, said property owners
wera taking a chance when they bought land at
Lake Tahoe,

“¥ou buy property an Lhe south rim of the Grand
Canyon you're taking a chance.” he said. "i's the
same with any national treasure.”

E-mail Slacy Finz at sfinz@sfehronicle com.
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