181

U.S. SENATOR PATRICK LEAHY

CONTACT: David Carle, 202-224-3643 VERMONT

Stalemnent of Senator Patrick Leahy
Judiciary Comemnittee Hearinpg
On the Nomination of Jobhn Roberts
Ta the Court of Appeals for the District of Colombia
April 30, 2043

W weleome John Roberts, who 35 numinated 1o fie Umited States Court of Appeals for the
Dustrict of Cotambia Circabt, 1 am pleased thay hr. Roberts will receive fhe undivided anention
that 2 lifetime nomination ta this cirewit deserves, and T look forward 1o hearing his answers to
ot guestions. When we last saw Mr. Roberts he was flanhed by two other circwt court
camlidates - Sixth Circuit nominees Jeffrey Sutton amd Dehorsh Cook. As he will recall, the
overwhetming mayonty of questions during that marathon bearing were directed to Mr. Sutton.
Today, we will have a chance to tocus on Mr Roberts in our effort to Jetennine what kind of
Judge he would be if confirmed. That My, Roberts” bearing 13 ocewrming today is no fault of his
nor of Democratic Memtbers of this Conunittee. We all regret that he was thrown into that most
unusual hearing carlicr ihis year. :

The District of Columbia Citcuit is 2 mostimportant one. T8 is a gircuit to which Presidem
Clinton nominated two outstanding individuals during his second teem, Both were denied
Committee votes by the Repubdican majonty. That action has led to the possibility of mmbilance
on that Coun. Given its special junsdichional respensibilitics, the District of Columbnia Circuit is
a most impertant circwdt,. The obstructian of President Clinton’s nominces has yet 10 be remedied
intany repard despute efforts that | and others have made to avercome the errots of the recent past,
whiic secking a measure of yustice, balance and acconunodation.

Next, we will hear from disirict court nonvinees Mavrice Hicks of Lowisiana and David Campbell
of Arizona. Both ofthese attomeys have the support of their home-state Senators for nomination
fo the district court. Tlook forward to hearing their testimoay

Fimally, we have hefore us the nomination of William Moschella to be Assistant Altomey
General in the (Hfice of Legislative Affairs at the Depaniment of Justice. This oflice serves as
the liaisan between the Justice Department and Congress. From my persona] pempective, thisis
an especially imporiant appointownt at the momen because the Justice Department bas heen less
than responsive to this Senate’s reyuests tor infonmation. In the wake of Septomber 1 1" and the
coresponding cxpunsion of federal b enforcement practices, many of us have been calling for
wnd working For approprate oversight [ have submitted many oversight betters to the Justice
TIepadment contaimng regquests For miornation that cven now awat any response. In addision,
the Justice Deparinent is required to respond 1o Congeess' requirements for reports aboul vatious
programs that it funds. For cxample, as part of an amendnient Seoator Wden and TotTercd to
omnibus appropraations legistation, the Justice Department is required to contribute 1o 4 repu
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regarding the current and future use of technologies being developed by the Total Information
Awarcness project at the Defense Department.

1look forward to heanng how Mr. Maoschella will work to improve the quanhty and the quality
of 1he Justice Department’s communication with Congress. Many of us know Mr. Moschella and
worked with him as he served on the sl of the House Tudiciary Commintee. 1 know that
Chairman Sensenbrenner and Chairman Hyde think the world of him and know that others on the
Committes, both Democrals and Republicans, respect his integrily, ability and comgmitment. |
share their positive view of Mr. Moschelta, 1 trust that he witl not forget his “roots” and that he
will e warking to ensure that guestions and concems from members from both sides of the aisle
and from both chambers of Congress pet the sttemion of 1he Department and teceive responsive
ANEWETE.
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