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STATEMENT TO THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE ON THE NOMINATION
OF JOHN ROBERTS TO SERVE AS A JUDGE FOR THE UNITED STATES
COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CIRCUIT
JANUARY 29, 2003

Chairman Hatch, Senator Leahy, and my other
distinguished colleagues on the Senate’s Judiciary
Committee, I am pleased to be here today to introduce

Mr. John Roberts, an imminently qualified nominee for a
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While Mr. Roberts now lives in Maryland, he is a
former resident of the Commonwealth of Virginia and a
member of Hogan & Hartson, a firm that I had the

pleasure of being affiliated with some years ago.

Joining Mr. Roberts today are many members of his
family: his wife Jane, his children Josephine and )61{, his

parents, and his sisters.
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Mr. Roberts has been nominated for a judgeship on
the United States Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit. This is a court that I am most familiar
with.

Following my graduation from the University of
Virginia Law School in 1953, I was privileged to serve as
a law clerk to Judge E. Barrett Prettyman, on the United
States Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. Judge
Prettyman later became Chief Judge of this important

court.

As aresult of the profound respect so many people,
including myself, had for Judge Prettyman, I had the
honor several years ago of sponsoring, and with the help
of others, passing legislation to name the federal

courthouse in DC after Judge Prettyman.
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Now, almost 48 years after having served as a law
clerk for Judge Prettyman on this federal appeals court, |
am pleased to be here today to support the nomination of
John Roberts to the same court on which Judge Prettyman

once served.

John Roberts has had a distinguished legal career.
And, in my view, his record indicates that he will serve as

an excellent jurist.

Mr. Roberts’ resume is an impressive one. He
graduated from Harvard College, Summa Cum Laude, in
1976. Three years later, he graduated from Harvard Law
School, Magna Cum Laude, where he served as managing

editor of the Harvard Law Review.
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He has served as a law clerk to Judge Friendly on the
United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit and
worked as a law clerk to the current chief justice of the

Supreme Court of the United States - Judge Rehnquist.

Mr. Roberts has also practiced law for over twenty
years in the public and private sectors. He has served as
Associate Counsel to President Reagan, worked as the
Principal Deputy Solicitor General of the United States,
and worked as a civil litigator at Hogan & Hartson, where
he currently serves as head of the firm’s Appellate

Practice Group.
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Mr. Roberts has presented oral argument before the
U.S. Supreme Court in 39 cases covering an expansive

list of legal issues.

Without a doubt, Mr. Roberts’ legal credentials make
him well qualified for the position to which he has been
nominated. I am thankful for his willingness to resume
his public service, and I am confident that he would serve

as an excellent jurist.

[ urge my colleagues on the Committee to support his

nomination.





