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Senator Patrick Leahy

433 Russeli Senate Office Building
Untited States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Re:  Nominations of Deborah Cook and Jeffrey Sutton to Sixth Circuit

Dear Senator Leahy:

We are writing as civil rights attorneys who represent workers in labor and employment
disputes. We understand that the Judiciary Committee will presently be considering the
nominations of Justice Deborah Cook and attorney Jeffrey S. Sutton to the Sixth Circuit Court of
Appeals, We arc writing 1o urge you to oppose these nominations, and to vote against their
confirmation.

As you well know, these judjcial nominations are lifetime appointments. Justice Cook is
far to the right of her colleagues on the Ohio Supreme Court, which counts five Republicans
among its scven members. We understand that she commonly dissents from their majority
opinions (writing at least 313 dissents, frequently as 4 lone dissenter) in pursuit of a very narfow
right-wing agenda, and that her judicial activistn and willingness to ignore precedent have earned
her the dublous description of “conservative combatant™ from a major Ohio newspaper. We
understand that her decisions have heavily favored corporations, to the detriment of citizens’ civil
rights. For example, one of her decisions advocated the elimination of protections for employee
whistleblowers. while another argued against holding supervisors and managers individually liable
for their acts of sexual harassment and workplace discrimination.

Attorney Sutton’s record reflects a similar, longstanding opposition to civil rights. We
understand that he has argued in favor of states’ rights at the expense of limiting federal authority
in various contexts; against a private right of action for victirns of race discrimination. pursuant to
disparate impact regulations promulgated under Title V1 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; and
against the rights of people with disabilities to sue state governmnent employers and to compel
stales to provide services for people with disabilitics in intcgrated scttings.
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We hope that you will oppose these nominations, as well as any other nominees whose
histories raise serious questions about their fitness and commitment to civil rights.

Sincerely,
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Dahlia C. Rudavs| Ellen J. Messing

James S. Weliky Jeremy P. Cattani





