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STATEMENT OF U.S. SENATOR BARBARA BOXER
ON THE NOMINEE FOR THE U.S. DISTRICT COURT, CENTRAL DISTRICT O
CALIFORNIA: S. JAMES OTERO

Mr. Chairman, Senator Leahy, and members of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, 1
am pleased to offer my support for the nominee for the Central District Court of California
before you today -- S. James Otero. I have no doubt you will find Judge Otero impressive and
capable.

Judge Otero brings to the bench a strong legal background and an intimate familiarity
with the area he has been nominated to serve. Born in Los Angeles, California, Judge Otero
received his undergraduate and legal educations in California. Since passing the California state
bar, he has served Californians as both an attorney and a judge.

After graduating from Stanford law school, Judge Otero became a deputy in the Los
Angeles City Attomey’s office, where he served for 10 years in various areas from the Liability
Section to the Criminal Branch.

In 1987 and 1988, Judge Otero worked in private practice dealing with business and real
estate transactions, governmental and Native American issues, and matters before the California
Public Utilities Commnissions.

For the last 14 years, Judge Otero has served as a judge on the Los Angeles Municipal
Court and the Los Angeles Superior court. He was appointed to the Municipal Court by
Governor George Deukmejian in 1988 and was elevated to the Superior Court two years later.
From 1994 to 1996, he served as the Supervising Judge of the North Central District. In January
2002, he was appointed to his current position as Assistant Supervising Judge of the Civil
Division,

James Otero is widely respected and is well known for his faimess and objectivity. His
enthusiasm for the law extends beyond his work on the Superior Court. He is Secretary of the
Latino Judges Association and a member of the Mexican Bar Association. Judge Otero has
previously served as vice president of the California Judges Association and a board member of
the Latino City Attorney Association.

In addition, Judge Otero sits on the boards of several non-profit community
organizations, including the Salesian Boys and Girls Club and Salesian Family Youth Center,
where he has volunteered since 1992.

The nominee before you today will serve with integrity and distinction in the Central
District of California. [ support the consensus process that brought him here, and 1 urge the
Committee to act quicky on his confirmation.





