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Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, and gquests, my name
is Connie Mack Higgins. I am Chairman and President of the Omega
Group, Inc. and Chairman of D. C. Black Republican Scholarship

Fund, Inc.

It is my pleasure to appear before you to testify in support

of the nomination of Judge Clarence Thomas to the Supreme Court.

I have known Clarence Thomas for over ten {(10) years and the
respect I have for him is not solely based upon on political
affiliations. But out of the commonality of background, Judge
Thomas in his youth knows rural poverty and the ever present shadow
of separate but, certainly not equal, justice. I too am a product
of poverty but not rural poverty, but urban proverty,

public housing and Aid to Dependent Children.

Like Judge Thomas, I too had a strong parental hand. My
mother was from Mississippi and had a fourth grade education.
Like Judge Thomas, I too was taught the value of hard work and that

in America all things are possible,

Those of us who are politically active sometimes forget that
we should give back to our communjity. In 1985 a group of us in the
D.C. Black Republican Council was searching for a vehicle to make

an impact in our immediate community. Consequently, we decided to
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invest in our future and created a tax exempt 301(d} organization

called the D.C. Black Republican Council Scholarship Pund, Inc.

The scholarship fund was created to assist graduates of the
D.C. Public Schools regardless of their party affiliation or
political beliefs. During our inaugural fund rajiser we didn't have
a lot of "heavy hitters,™ yet Clarence Thomas unselfishly gave of
himself to our cause. As a result, in our first year we were able
to award eleven (1ll1) scholarships in the amount of $2,000 each to
firancially and academically deserving graduates of the D.C. Public
Schools. The total scholarships awarded up to now has been sixty-

six thousand dollars ($66,000).

Mr. Chajirman we need Judge Thomas to be confirmed because his
experiences and background bring a sensitivity and vision on those

matters of law that will clearly impact the fabric of our society.

In conclusion, the confirmation of Judge Thomas to the Supreme
Court clearly is a symbol of all that is right about this great
country of ours. No one doubts that there are still mountains to
climb, but every journey begins with one step and each successive
step brings the destination closer and clearer into view. Judge
Thomas confirmation clearly brings the journey to the realization

of the American Dream clearer for all. THANK YOU.
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FACT SUMMARY

First Annual D.C./BRC Scholarship Dinner
Saturday, September 21, 1985
7:30 p.m.

: Ballroom
Sheraton Washington Hotel
2660 Woodley Road, Northwest
Washington, D.C.

The D.C. Chapter of the National Black
Repiehlican Council ig sponsoring a
black~tie dinner to finance scholarships
for deserving 1986 graduates of the
District of Columbia Public Schools. These
scholarships will be awarded '~ students
who are interested in becowming
entrepreneurs and will be part of a

comprehensive program cdesigned to:

Identify potential business leaders early in
their careers;

Increase the interest in entrepreneurship
among Black students; and

Nurture their continued interest by providing
financing for educaticn and training through
internships with successful business owners.

Speaker: The Honorable William E. Brock
Secretary
U.5. Department of Labor

ninent: Cleo Parker Robinson Dance Ensemble

The District of Columbia
Chapter of the Naticnal
Black Republican Council
(NBRC) is the largest and
most active of the 26
chapters of NBRC.



CONNIE MACEK HIGGINS
Principal

The OCmega Group, Inc.
1612 K Street, N.W.
10th Floor
washington, DC 20006

BUMMARY OF BACKGROUND:

Fifteen {15) years of management and administrative
experience at the executive level in the public and
private sectors. Proven expertise in corporate
strategic planning and implementation. Experienced
in the development of national human resource
development strategies.

Served on a presidential mission to Kenya, Zaire,

The Ivory Coast, and Nigeria to establish the
communication system and technical assistance delivery
systems between the private sectors of these nations
and the business sector of the United States.

SELECTED EXPERIENCE:

Over twenty years experience organizing and directing programs and
organizations in the private and public sectors. Professional
expertise in the following areas:

. Management of Large Organization
. Strategic Planning
International Economic Development

Management ¢f Large Organizations

Appointed Administrator of a major component of the Executive
Branch. Developed and directed the implementation of national
programs for Management Services delivery and Financial
management .

Founded and direct a management consulting firm specializing
in technology transter and management systems design,
inplementation and operation. Company is comprised of sixty
protessicnals with a nationwide client portfolio.

Strategic Plaoning

Formulated the strategic plan for major elements of national
presidential campaigns. Conducted the situation analysis, the
plamning goals and the implementation strategy for each
campaign.

Development the 1lohg range plan for a major federal
administration supporting the private sector. Implementation
of the plan provides major support activity to private

enterprise.



1986 D.C, Biack Republican
Scholarship Recipients

General Information

The intent of the District of Colum-
bia’s Black Republican Scholarship
Fund extends beyond its political in-
terests. The program concept is predi-
cated on the belief that **a genuinely
free soctety cannot exist without par-
ticipation from all groups.” We further
believe that disadvantaged youth
should be provided opportunities for
participation in this free society and
have thereby, established a scholarship
fund for that purpose.

Freedom
Through Education

The District of Cotumbia
Black Republican Council
Scholarship Fund, Inc.

Tt is our view that education contri-
butes to one's political experience. It is
also our belief that man's social and ed-
ucational experiences are intrinsically
linked together—making one the total
sum of his experience.

The District of Columbia Black Re-
publican Scholarship Fund is dedicated
to the provision of educational growth
and development of qualified youth of
the District of Colurmbia. Through our
efforts we are happy to assist our
young people in pursuing and achieving
thelr dreams in the arts, sciences,
business and politics.

Excellence is our motto. The District
of Columbia Black Republican Scholar-
ship Fund deems it a wise investment
to help our youth sear to hitherto un-
known heights and share in one of
life’s greatest political experiences—
EDUCATION,

The purpose of the Black Republican
Scholarship Fund is to provide scholar-
ships to highly motivated disadvant-
aged youth enrolled in a District of Col-
umbia Public Senjor High School.

Currently, this country produces
large numbers of skilled professionals,
Unfortunately, few of this larger group
includes disadvantaged young Ameri-
cans. They are the group who must be

provided training in order that they be
prepared to enter the world of work.
This skill artainment will permit disad-
vantaged persons the freedom to enter
the world of the free enterprise
system.

Eligibility Criteria

Applications will be accepted from
students in their senior year in the D.C.
Public Schools. Each applicant must be
at least 16 years of age with 23 being
the limit for eligible participation. All
applicants must be residents of the
District of Columbia and enrolied in
day or night school. Disadvantaged
students are strongly encouraged to
participate, Students must demonstrate
an above average level of achievement
in their high school careers, which in-
cludes community, civic, and academic
leadership. Candidates must have an
overall average of C and must also be
accepted in an institution of higher
learning.



The Selection Process

Applications will be filled out by
each high school senior interested in
the goals and objectives of the Fund.
Applicants will be pre-screened by the
Scholarship Selection Corumittee Divi-
sion of Student Services, D.C. Public
Schools, for general eligibility, and
highly qualified applications will be for-
warded to the Scholarship Fund Inc.
Selection Committee. All applicants will
then be screened and cavefully and
thoroughly reviewed by the Scholarship
Fund Inc. The Selection Committee will
choose 10 nominees for approval by
the Board. The selection process by the
Scholarship Fund Inc. is non-partisan
and designed to identify minority and
other disadvantaged young men and
women who show promise of providing
the kind of leadership that will in-
fluence the shape of our society for
many years to come.

Remuneration Amount

Scholars will receive scholarships of
$2000.00. If for any reason the student
cannot complete histher studies the
residual amount shall be returned to
the Board of Directors of the D.C,
Black Republican Scholarship Fund,
[ne. This return of funds will be based
on the policy of the College or Univer-
sities.

Board of Directors
Daniel Harrison
President

Warren E. Boyd, Jr.
Secretary Treasurer
David Rice
Attorney
Frederick Laney
Director of Public Affairs

Charles Queen
Honorable DuBois Gilliam

D.C. BLACK
REPUBLICAN

*‘Scholarship
Fund”’ Inc.

Ges





