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Thomas’s View”
Of Harassment
Said to Evolve -

His Record at EEOC
Is Source of Dispute

By Paul Taylor
Washington Post Siall Wrier

During his 7% years as chairman
of the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission, the federal
agency charged with enforcing job
discrimination laws, Clarence
Thomas appears to have concluded
that sexval harassment was a more
serious workplace problem than he
once thought,

Before taking over at the EEQC,
Thomas was part of a Reagan ad-
ministration transition team that
criticized a sexual harassment stan-
dard the EEOC issued under the
Carter administration, arguing it
encouraged “trivial” complaints and
was unenforceable.

But five years later, when that
same standard came under review
in a Supreme Court case, then-
EEOC Chairman Thomas was res-
ponsbile for a Reagan administra-
tion friend-of-the-court brief urging
that it be upheld.

Meantime, Thomas’s record as
an agency head, dealing with sexual
harassment cases as a personnel
matter, rentains a source of dispute
arnong supporters and critics,

Dolores L. Rozzi, director of the

office of federal operations at the '

EEOQC, said she remembers Thom-
as issuing a tough warning on sex-
ual harassment to the staff when he
demeted a male employee two
grade levels for a sexual harass-
ment offense.

CLARENCE THOMAS
.+ . Gemoted worker for harassment

Rozzi said she had appealed to -
Thomas on behalf of the employee
for a lesser punishment, but re-
called that Thomas was hard-nosed,
“He thought it was aggregious that -
any woman would have to work un-
der those conditions,” said Rozzi,
who bas helped organize a rally of
women employees of the EEOC in
support of Thomas scheduled for
today. “He was a real strait-laced,
buttoned-down guy. We never. told
dirty jokes in front of Clarence
Thomas. We woukdn't even use
curse words.”

However, ‘Thomas's handting of
what was probably the most noto-
rious allegation of sexwal harass-
ment at the EEOC during his ten-
ure continues to be a matter of con-
troversy.

The case involved allegations
that Earl Harper Jr., a regional at-
terney in the EEQOC's Baltimore
office, had made “unwelcome sexual
advances” to several women on his
staff—advances that then-EEQC
general counsel David Slate con-
cluded, after a lengthy internal in-
vestigation, had the effect of cre-
ating an “intimidating, hostile and
offensive working environment.”
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On Nov. 23, 1983, Thomas wrote
Slate a memo urging that Harper be
fired. His memo said a staff recom-
mendation for a lesser sanction was
“much too lenient.”

Slate did eventually recommend
dismissal, but Thomas, who had the

authority to fire Harper, never

acted. Eleven months later, Harper,
who had denied the allegations and
retained a private atlorney, re-
tired—making the dismissal recom-
mendation moot.

Reggie Welch, an EEOC spokes-
man, said yesterday that “when pri-
vate attorneys get involved, things
can drag on forever.” He speculated
Harper's retirement may have been
part of a de facto settlement to get
him cut of the agency.

“It was a whitewash,” countered
Susan Silber, a lawyer who repre-
sented one of the women who ac-
cused Harper of sexual harassment
and who wott back pay from the
EEOC in a civil suit. “It was highly
unusual” that a recommendation for
firing was not carried out, she said.

In late 1980, as a member of
president-elect Ronald Reagan’s
transition team; Thomas joined in a
report that said recently formulated
EEOC guidelines on sexual harass.
ment—defined as unwelcome sex-
ual attention, whether verbal or

physical, that affects an employee’s .

job conditions or creates a hostile
working environment—were 80
broad that they “undoubtedly led to
a barrage of triviai complaints
against employers around the na-
t'm -~

The transitich team report, co-
written by Thomas, continved:
“The elimination of personal slights
and sexual advances which contrib-
ute to an ‘intimidating, hostile or
offensive working environment’ is a
goal impossible to reach. Expendi-
tere of the EEOC's limited re-
sources in pursuit of this goal is un-
wise”

But i 1985, when these same
gwdelines came  before the Su-

preme Court it the case of Meritor
Savings Dank v. Vinsen, Thomas
urged then U.S. Solicitor General
Charles Fried to submit a friend-of-
the-court brief supporting the
guideline, He did, and the high
court upheld the standard.

*He made a strong and very per-

™ suasive argument that sexual har-

assment is properly considered a
form of discrimination becausé asa
practical matter it seriously inter-
feres with equal opportunites for
women in the workplace,” Fried
wrote in a letter that the office of
Sen. John C. Danforth (R-Mo.) so-
licited and then released.

While women’s groups generally
applauded the administration’s
1985 brief in the Vinson case, they
noted that on the issue of an em-
ployer’s civil liability in sexual har-
assment cases, it advocated a
stricter standard that the court
adopted.

They also noted that during
Thomas's tenure, the EEOC was
about twice as likely to dismiss
complaints of all forms of job dis-
crimination—sexual, racial and
age-based—as it had been during
the Carter administration years, “I
wouldn't exactly call the EEOC
under Thomas a beacon of aggres-
sive enforcement,” said Marcia
Greenberger, co-president of the
National Women's Law Center.

Staff writers Howard Kurtz, fim
McGee and Barbara Vobejda and
researcher Ralph Galliard Jr.
contribuled to this report.
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Thomas-Hill disputes

‘The record on nine factual dis’:utes on the credibllity of Clarence
Thomas and his accuser, Anita F. Hill:
1. Did Judge Thomas ask Ms. Hiill for a date in 19817 - .
* Ms. Hill's version: Judge Thomas asked her out socially and he re-
- fused to accept her explanation that it was inappropriate to go out with the
boss, (National Public Radio, Oct. 6)
"~ What Judge Thomas may have told the FBI: Unnamed congressional
- sources have been quoted as saying that Judge Thomas acknowledﬂed
asking Ms. Hill out for a date, but that he sald he dropped the matter when
she declined. (NPR, Oct. 6, and New York Times, Oct. 10

Judge Thomas to Senators: Judge Thomas “denied that he had ever
asked her for a date.” (Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., McNeil-Lehrer, Oct, 7)

2. Did Judge Thomas discuss pomography with Ms. Hill in 19817

Ms. Hill: “He [Judge Thomas] spoke about acts he had seen in porno-
- graphie films involving such things as women having sex with animals and

ilms involving group sex or rape scenaes.” (NPR, quoting unpublished Hill
affidavit, Oct. 6?

Thomas defender: "He says . . . that none of the alleged salacious ex-
pressions were made by him to her.” (Sen. John C. Danforth, R-Mo.,
press conference, Oct, 7) :

3. If Ms, Hill was sexually harassed, why did she follow Mr. Thomas
from the Education Department to the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission in 19822 .

Ms. Hill: “If 1 quit, | would have been jobless. | had not bullt a resume
such that | could have expected fo gio out and get a job. And you'll recall
that in the early '80s, there was a hiring freeze in the federal government,
(Press conference, Oct. 7)

Thomas defender: There was “no rational reason for her not to believe
that she could have stayed” at the Education Department. When Mr.
Thomas asked her to follow him to EEOC, "she was excited, flattered and
gushing with enthusiasm about continulng to work with Clarence Thom-
as.” (Andrew S. Fishel, who worked with both Ms. Hill and Judge Thomas
ait bot{_!J ltheg)Educatlon Department and the EEQC, New York Times inter-
view, UCL.

4. Did Ms. Hill know co-woarker Phyllis Berry while they were both at
the EEOC?

Thomas defender; Ms. Berry, who says she worked with both Ms. Hill
and Judge Thomas as congressional liaison officer for the EEGC, toid a
reporter that Ms. Hill's aflegations resulted from her disappointment and
frustration that Judge Thomas had shown no sexual interest in her. (New
York Times, Oct. 7)

Ms. Hill: "Well, | don't know Phyllis Berry and she doesn't know me,
;nd so | don't have anything else to say to that.” (Press conference, Oct.
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5. How did Ms. Hill get her first legal teachln? job at Oral Roherts
University in Oklahoma after leaving the EEOC in 19837 .

Ms. Hill: “1 interviewed for that job. And at that time, after the interview

took ptace, after | had been assured that | would get the job, | went to him
[Judge Thomas] and said, 'Would you write a recommendation?’ And that
came only because the process at Oral Roberts University required some
kind of letter from a former employer.” (Press conference, Oct. 7)
. Thomas defender: Charles Kothe, then dean of the law school, said
Judge Thomas played a more important part in her hiring than she has ac-
knowledged. Mr. Kothe said he first met Ms. Hil! when she accompanied
Judge Thomas to Tulsa, Okla., so he could hoid a seminar as EEOC chair-
man, (New York Times, Oct. 9) '

8. Did Ms. Hill voluntarily stay in touch with Judge Thomas after the
alleged sexual harassment, and if so, whr?

Thomas defender: Handwritten phone logs kept in Judge Thomas' of-
fice show 11 calls received from Ms. Hill between 1983 and 1990, “Needs
your advice in getting research grants,” a secretary noted in an Aug. 29,
1984, entry. Another entry said "wanted to congratulate you on marriage.”
(Lo&s released by Senator Danforth, Oct. 8 .

3. Hill: *If there are messages to him from me, these are attempts to
return calls. . . . | never called him to say hello. | found out about his mar-
riage through a third party. | never called to congratulate him.” (Washing-
ton Post interview, Oct. 9)

. T. Did Ms. Hill call Judge Thomas in 1990 and ask him 1o make a
speech at the University of Oklahoma?

Thomas defender: Judge Thomas says Ms. Hill telephoned him in No-
vember 1990, they chatted for 10 to 15 minutes, and she asked him if he
would be reoegtive to an invitation to speak at the University of Okiahoma
Law School. (Senator Danforth press conference, Oct. 7) i

Ms. Hill: "No, | did not invite him. The enrichment committee sent an
official letter to him inviting him. The chairman of that committee came to
me and said would you lollow up to see, make sure he's got that fetter and
that he's going to pay soms attention to it. At that time, | stated very clear-
m the chairman of the committes that ! did not want him to come here.

I, however, did make a phone ¢all. . . ." (Press conference, Oct. 7)

Thomas defender's rebuttal: The Thomas phone logs will disclose
that Ms. Hill made the cail “many days before” the invitation letter went
out, not afterward as Ms. Hill said. {Sen. Alan Simpson, R-Wyo., Senate
floor s h, Oct. 8)

8. What was Ms. Hill's reaction when Judge Thomas was nominated
to the Supreme Court?

Ms. Hill: “I was very disturbed. | have been very disturbed throughout
this pr(gctes?s). This has been a very painful process for me.” (Press confer-
ence, Oct, :

Thomas defender: Carlton Stewart, an Atlanta lawyer who was SJ)ecial
assistant to Judge Thomas at the EEOC, said Ms. Hill expressed delight
at the Thomas nomination in a conversation with him at the American Bar
Association convention. (Quoted in Washington Post, Oct. 8)

199!?‘.?l:'id Ms. Hilt provide the Senate committee a swomn statement in

Thomas defender: “She did not furnish an affidavit. An affidavit is
something sworn to and then sealed. She chose to give a statement, a
lou”:agﬁ statement.” (Senator Simpson, speech to Senate, Oct. 8
s, Hill: She gave a sworn affidavit to the FBI on Sept. 23. (Written

statement to press, Oct. 7)
Source: Cox News Service
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Stark Conflict Marks Accounts leen

by Thomas and Professor\

H e ByMICHAELWINES - = ° :
P Tars ‘Spacial 1o Thy New York Times
WASHINGTDN Qct, 9 — Judge Clar-essor Hill's oomphinl that he ha
tence Thomas and Anita F. Hill dis-|given her vivid and unwanted descrip-
mm just on the basic question of [tlons of pernographic movies that'he
r he sexually harassed her. had sesn.

On'several fing points < from wheth-|
erhe mqn.‘lo dale hey"to'the n‘:u;:.rq
of thfir fons

- The supporter and friend, Lovida H.
[Coleman Jr, .8 statement in

er-years ‘— the sccounts of Judgel
Thomas, Precident Bush's nominee lor|
the = Supreme Court, and Ms. Hill, a
forpier aide and an Oklahoma law pro-
fessor, are wn stark and seemingly 1T
reconcilable conflict,

‘When the Senate Judiciary Commit]
tee reopens hearings into Judge Thom-
as's_nommauon on Friday, the law-
makers will scrutinze those. dulfer-
ences as closely as the larger dispute
aver whether harassment actoally took
place.

W.‘mse version praves credible may

Cbntradictions
occur in both ’
versxor;s. st ot {

m determy whether Jndge Thom-|
_as’s denials are belleved, and whether,
“in ihe end, he wins nppolntmmt to the
supreme
o~ Tes( Has Bagun

- The test is already well under way.
Professor Hill's assertions are bemng
scoured for inconsistancies and a Re-
publican supporter of Juge 'nwmas,

$enitor Strom
e S o
'vate ver-
mv{ maoﬁc!halmfmuunn
‘when she

Thomas in 1
wayan uu ofhisat me‘Equl Emplnry-

—supporter of
supublic informatien Joday

on & central facet of Pro-

ven
Judge Thomas
0

0 questions about stories cir-
cuialms ‘in the capial that ud&e
‘Thomas had often been a patron of

rated movie houses winie a stdent at
Yale Law S$chool in the early 1970°s.
Ms. Coleman, also a student at Yale at
the time, said that Judge Thomas “at
east ence humorougly described an X-

laborating beyond the statement, she
'aEdumw!edged that this had occurred
movre than once.

None '()I'lended'

““But she algo sald that neither she nor

t students “were offended by his
amusing accounts.”

Ms Coleman, now a lawyer in Wash-
wigton, continued, “‘Indeed, we would
have been hypocrues 1o have been of-
fended since very few of us faiked o
auend one or more similar Hilms that
were shown on the Yale Universuy
campus while we were in school.”
[—Professor Hill's and Judge Thomas's
sides have sand, in strikingly simitar
words, that I.hey eagerly anuclpat.e a.
public “test of the truthfulness of the
sulements by thard S, .

] "want ‘an official resolution of
this,” Professor Hill said in a news
conference on Monday. “My integricy
has been talled inte question, and
people who have never spoken to me.”
[+ 0n Tuesday, Semator John C.
forth, the Missourt Republican who is
Judge Thomas™s chee! patron on Capr-
‘tol Hill, gave the Senate an account of
Jud ¢ Thomay' request for vindicatlon,

have taken from me what I
Bave taken 43 years o build: my repu-
tation,” Senator

as saying. “1 wanl (o clear my Rame.

;3. Colenian :;3hid
‘an Interest in por-|
phic films, she was also

th whom he has worked,” and sa
e suiousl mt.loub\q.ed that he hara!
Det;rmimng whoss aeu;:;n of "‘l
relnéonshi between Judge Thomas

mg Prnlelsor Hill is accurate is dufi-
begause both havetinade few pub-

Danforth guoted him 3

The Hearings

-On Television ...,

The Senate Judlcaary COm- .
mittee hearmgs on Judge Clar-
ence Thomas's normnation 10
the Supreme Court, starting at
10 AM. Friday, will be broad-
cast on four channels. The cov-
erage will coptinue on Satur-
day and Monday if required

The bhc  Broadcasting
Service will have gavel-to-gav-
el coverage with no commer:
¢1al interruptions

The Courtrgom Television
Network, which will start its
coverage at 9 AM, will only
broadcast commericals when
there 15 a break in tesumony

The C. News Newwork
will have what i describes as
extensive coverage, starung at
10 AM.

C:Span will cover the hear-
ngs after a 10 AM House,
meeung until the end of the
session. The channel will also
replay the day’s entire hearmg
begmning at 8 P.M.

HNaone of the news divisiens of
the three major commer{sal
networks had decided yester-
day whether to cover the hear-
mES. .

o -
Tic siatements on he matier, Those
deserptions that exist come Iara,ely
from anonymous sources who have
seen confidential smemenu&
fessor Hill — or from defenders of
Judge Thomas who have personally
heard or fead awnconhdentlal re-

P‘?.he ‘starkest dill‘eremes betwm
'two canter on two issues. One is Prot
sor Hill's contention thas Judge Thol
as tried. (o "date her while the
worked at the Dey rtmemodeu
1ion and the Equal mpluymamOppo

he other is Judge Thnmu s c!nim
dowmanted by what Senator Danfortl
called 15gg made public on Tues]
day, that Prolessor Hill made severa
calis “to his office nfter she left the
Gavernment and became a law pmlea‘-
e oyt

3 ssue,
Broadcast on National Public Radwo

1unlty Commission
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last weck, cited details of Professor
Hill's charges included in a sworn afh-
davit that she had provided the Sepate
Judiciary Committee last month. In it,
.the N.P.R. account stated, Professor
Hil alleged that when she was hired as
" ludge Thomas's personal assistant at
“the Education Department, “Thomas

soon began asking her out socially and

refused to accept her explanation that
she did not think it appropriate to go
out with her boss.” -

That same news report guoted Sen-
ate -officlals as .saying _thai Judge
Thomas had told the F.B.L in late Sep-
tember that “he had asked Hill to g
out with him, but when she declined, he
said he dropped the matter.” Las
weekend, congressional officials con-
ﬁlrmed that ccount of the F.B.L inter-
view,

p Senators® Account Differs

/ still, two of Judge Thomas's {ore-
mast supporters, Senator Danforth and
Senator Arlen Specter, Republican of
_Pernsylvania, said this week that
Judge Thomas had told them ﬂat]{ that

had never asked Professor Hili fora

te,
.- ““He says he did nos ask thas person)
for a date, and none of the alleged
salacious expressions were made by
im to her,” Senator Danforth said on
Monday after taiking to Judge Thomas.

“‘He demes ever having asked her
out or talked to her about anything hke
that,” Senator Specter also said the
same day.

Professor Hill has indicated that she
eventually left her job with Judge
‘Thomas it 1983 because the harass-
ment did not stop, and thal she mawm-
tained only a distant retationship with
him in the following years. That was
challenged on “Tuesday. Sepator Dan-
{orth produced telephone logs from
Judge Thomas's years at the Equai
Employment Opporiunity Commission
that he saxd showed that Professor Hill
carried on a friendly and frequent rela-
tionstup with her 01d boss by telephone.

The logs redord 10 teleptione calls to
‘Judge Thomas's dffice trom Professor
Hill from 1834 to 1990, and an 11th call

.from an associate' of ‘Professor” HIIL

calling -at_her -suggestion.~ Notations
made by Thomas's office indicate the
&alls involved such matters as “advice
ot g:‘ulng research gran:._nr'l'. nnd.'_'x%nn-
ratulale you oh your marriage.’, 3
50 oot indicite whether Proféssor Hﬁl’
had Initiated the calls or returned
vipus calls from Judge Thomas.

. On Tuesday, Protessor Hilf'told The'

pre-

Washingteh Post that the logs were
»garbage,” and denied injtiating any
telephone calls to Judge Thomas.

“If there are messages 10 him from
me, these are atlempis to return tele-
phone calls,”’ she told The Post. 1
never called him to say hello. 1 found
out about his marriage through & third
party. I never calied him to congratu-
late him."”

Reached later on Tuesday, P!
Vhll declined 5o discuss the calls,

P

Professor Hill also gave Nauonal

ublic Radio a detailed-account of
what shé said was her last meeting
with Judge Thomas before leaving the
Government in 1983 — a meeting in
which she quoted him as telling her
that any future disclose of his harass
ment “would be enough to ruin m

career.”
TP Tendition was publicly disputec
tms week by Senator Thurmond, Ir
remarks on the Senate floor, he saic
that Prodfessor Hill's confidentjal ac
count of her charges {o the Judiciary
Committee was different in’that she
caid that Judge Thomas told her tha
disclosure of the incidents would ruir

( her career, not his,
y, a supporter of Judge Thomas

also sought to cagt doubt on another
aspect of Professor Hill's allegations,
that she feilowed Judge Thomas only
reluctantly from her job at the Educa-
11on Depariment to a similar job at the
equal employment commission.
Prolessor Hill has said that she
stayed with Judge Thomas because she
was only 25 years old and feared thats
he would be unable to find another job
if she quit. She also said that Judge
Thomas had stopped harassing her ax
1he time of the move and she
believed that the incidents would not
resiume, i
Today, Andrew S. Fishel who worked
with Judge Thomas and Professor Hill
a!; botEh the' Eé!ucr;:;nn Department nﬂd
1l qual Em, ment Opporlun
< issi su[in that P 4 Hﬂyl
expressed delight "at the ume av the
prosgect of following Judge Thomas to
the E.E.0.C. P e
Mr. Fishel, who said he “unequivo-
cally';‘suppoﬂs Judge Thomas's nomi-
nanion, sald that there “wad no rational’
oo e o el
could have atthe Office’
Rights'L in the Education 1;*.'memt
had she expressed a wish to ‘
My recollection is that she
cited, flattered and g Wi
EhT Aol Thatinulty i

50, &
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i - prirey 3

. Prof. Anita F. Hill, who has accused Judge Clarence  into the law s¢hool in Norman,; Okla: Professor Hill

Thomas of sexual-harassment, being escorted by a  was there to be photographed for magazmes before
University of Oklahoma police officer yesterday  departing for Washmg'lon
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CONFLICT EMERGES
OVER A 2D WITNESS

Thomas Panel to Hear Woman
— White House Protests

By ADAM CLYMER
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Oct. 10 — Despite a
White House complaint, the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee is prepared o hear
a new witness against Clarence Thom-
as, the Supreme Court nominee, as the
commiltee prepares for crucial public
hearings Friday on a sexual! harass-
ment occusation against him,

The new witness is Angela Wright, a
former press secretary at the Equal
Employment Opportunity. Commis-
sion, when Judge Thomas was chair-
man of the commission, a Senate aide
said. Anita F. Hill has accused Judge
Thomas of sexual harassment, and the
Senate aide said Ms. Wright's report
woujd be about the same general topie

but gave no details. .
«iiws Importance Is Denled

The White House issued # otatement
tonight critical of the commiliee’s ac-
tion, saying it had neglected the *‘nor-
mal practice’” of first seeking an inves-
tigation by the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation. But it said Judge Thomas
“will deal with.the aliegations in the
course of the hearings.”. .. |

Senator Alan K. Simpson, Reublican
of Wyoming, a Thomas supporter, said

an agreement was developing that
Judge Thomas who has been on the
defensive all week, would get the
chance (o go first. He said it was not
clear if Professor Hill would come im-
mediately after him,

An Unusual Move

The Senate agreed Tuesday to an
unusual reopening of its confirmation
process, a tense, drawn-out procedure
that began July 1, when President Bush
chose him to succeed Justice Thurgood
Marshall who retired,

Despite strong opposition, he had
Sseemed ail but certain te win the Sen-
ate majority vote necessary for confir-

‘“mation before Professor Hill's accusa-

Jon was reported over the weekend.

Judge Thomas denied her sworn ac-
cusation in an affidavit he swore on
iTuraday, bulythe Senate was stung by
ithe charge that it had brushed off the
charge without adequate inquiry and it
‘arranged Lo put off the vole untii next
week and hear sworn testitaony on the

= Sdaan

OW an assistant metro-

3 L¢ ] he Charlotte Observer,

was still being interviewed by Commit-
‘lee a;ldeés tonight, said Senator Orrin G.
Hatch, Republican of Utah.. Jane Shoe-
maker, managin itor, *

-ine that I can share that she did not

contaci the commitiee and She was not

scekng an audience with the commit-
1ee, [h‘e commillée S0uRhL her out and
<he 15 poing 1o WaShingion In response

tn a subpocna.”

he had seen Ms. Wright's depostnion
and did not regard it as sigmficant.
The nationally broadcast hearing
will begin at 10 A.M., and one key issue
in dispute was w’ : wauld testify first,
Piofessor Hill, who fi~si brought the
accusation of sexual harassment, or
Judge Thomas. Senator Simpson said

Although tht order of witnesses was
not fully established, menbers of both
parties on the commitiee announced
ians for questioning intended to speed
the proceedings, which are expected 10
iake at least two days. Each party's
sepators are to ask questions for 30
minutes, then give way to the a senator
from the other party .
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. Democrats planned to have Senalors
Joseph R. Biden Jr. of Deélaware, the
chairman, and Patrick D. Leahy of
Vermont and Howell Heflin fo Ala-
bama do almost all of their question-
ing, while other committee members,
would generaily sit and liste .

For the Republicans, Senatot Hatch
said he would question Judge Thomas,
and any witnesses called to support
him while Senator Arlen Specter of
Pennsylvania would interrogate Ms.
Hill and her supporters. s

Ms. Hill arrived in Washingtoin to-
day from Oklahoma and immediately
began meeting with a hastily arranged
volunteer team of Jawyers.

Women Defend Thomas

President Bush defended his nomi-
nee when reporters questioned him
briefly at the White House, saying: I
[Support him 100 percent, no fear of-
contradiction. i am strongly for him.”

He said, “I'm simply not going to
inject mysell inlo what's going on in
the Senate.” He then urged: “Let’s see
the Senate get on with its business in a
fair fashion and get this matier re-
solved” And when it's done in that man-
ner, I am absolutely convinced that he
will be confirmed and will be on the
Supreme Court because in my view he
deserves to be there.”

As the hearing arrangements were
being settled, Senator Jobn C. Dan-
forth, the Missour: Republican who has
been Judge Thomas's leading Senate
advocate, called a news conference Lo
present 18 women who had worked
with the nominee in Washington. The
women said thcy were outraged about
the accusation against him.

Pamela Talkin, his chiel of staff at
the Equal Employment Oportunity
Commission,.said: it was Clarence
Thomas's unequivocal and oft-repeat-
ed policy that sexual harassment, even
in its most subtle forms, would not be
tolerated at E.E.O0.C. And it wasn'l."”
rShe added, “He was adamant in de-
manding that all the womeaen in ihg
agency be lreated wiih dignity and
respect.”

Helen Walsh, a mananger at the

agency, said she had worked with him
al Eotﬁ the E.E.0.C. and ihe Deparl-

ent of E ucmmn1 and there had ney-
er_been any mnt of impropriety about

him atl either place. ‘He has never
even exﬁressed anything that vyou
would call oll-cojor or sextst remarks,”
she said. ''He has been open and nur-
turing of all of his employees."

The message of his former co-work-
ers was that Judge Thomas cofld not
have commitied sexual harassment.
Ricky Silberman, the commission's
vice chairman, arranged the group
meeling, saying that Mr. Thomas had
fought to insure that *‘this noxious be-
havior not go on in the American work-
ptace.” Of the group, she suid, “Out-
ragé s, | believe what we all Jeel.”

Committee Action Pelended

Senator Hatch held a news confer-

ence o complain thut “some sleazy
person’” on the Judiciary Committee or
its staff had told news organizations
about Ms. Hiil's accusation. He said the
committee had behaved properly in
agreeing to her requeslt to not be
named, and predicted that neither Pro-
fessor Hill nor Judge Thomas *‘will
come ou{ with the reputations they had
bkfore.”
%Mr. Hatch also said he had notaead
the report on her accusation by the
F.B.1. before voling for the nomination,
but he said, 'l knew wnat was in it."”
Asked why he had not read it, he said:
*Well, I should have. There’s no gues-
tion about it.""

According to a_repo~t on_Nalional
ublic Radis, Professor Aill gave this

description ol Judge Thomas's con-
duct: “He spoke about acts he had seen

in_pornographic inms involving such
things as women _having sex wi i-
mals and [ilms involving group sex or
rape scenes. He talked_about porno-
graphic _materials depicling jndivid-
uals with Targe penises or breasis_in-
voplved i various sex acis.’

Professor Hill's voluuteer Jawyers
include John P: Frank, a nationaily
known lawyer from- Phoenix, Susan
Deller Ross, a prominet: | - T2ssor at
Georgetown University, Michele Rob-
erts of Washington and Janet Napoli-
tani, an assoc’zic -7 "~ Frank's from
Phoenix. . .

Louise Hilsen of Devillier Communi-
cations, a public relations agency, said
several. members of Professor Hill's
family would accompany her to the
hearings. "*She has a brother who is
coming in from Kansas City and a
brother is coming in from New York.
Her parents are coming in. Sh="= got a
fairly large extended family. they're
going to see who is available."”
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Charlotte Woman Details Thomas’s Conduct
Ex-Employee Alleges He Asked Her Breast Size, Came to Her House

4 By Karen Garloch
Charlotic Dbserver

4 CHARLOTTE, N.C., Oct. 10—A

arlotte  woman who formerly
§vorked for Supreme Court nominee
Clarence Thomas told Senate inves-
tigators today that Thomas repeat-
edly asked her for dates, asked her
breast size and showed up at her
apartment uninvited,

Angela Wright, 37, an assistant
metro editor for the Charlotte Ob-
server, was subpoenaed by the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee to testify
Friday or Saturday at the reopened
hearing inte Thomas's nomination
for the Supreme Court.

In an interview today, Wright
said she never considered Thomas's
advances sexual harassment and
never considered filing a complaint.

“I'm not stating a claim of sexual
harassmeat  against  Clarence
Thomas,” Wright said. “... It's
not something that intimidated or
frightened me. At the most, it was
annoying and cbnoxious.” In 1985,
Wright was fired by Thomas from a
pasition at the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission,

But she said she thought about
those advances earlier this week in
light of allegations of sexual harass-
ment against Thomas by another
former aide, Anita Hill, a University

of Oklahoma Jaw professor.

Hill, who worked for Thomas at
the Education Department and the
EEOC in the early 1980s, has al-
leged that Thomas frequently asked
ber out and when she refused, he
described  scenes  from  porno-
graphic films he had seen.

Wright said she has never met
Hilt, but sympathized with her,

“f looked at this woman trying
desperately to tell her story and be
believed,” Wright said. “ ... [
know enough about the man to
know he's quite capabie of doing
what she said he did.”

A registered Republican, Wright

See WRIGHT, 412, Col. 1
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Editor Outlines Thomas
‘Inappropriate’ Conduct

WRIGHT, From All

was Thomas's director of public
affairs at the EEOC from March
1984 to April 1985, when she was
fired. Wright said that Thomas teld
her she was not aggressive enough
in firing veteran EEOC employees.
Thomas later gave Wright a pos-
itive job recommendation.

Wright said a Senate investigator
ml]ed her Wednesday, and lawyers

representing  six semators inter-

viewed her today for two hours by
talephone.
" During the year she worked for
Thomas, Wright said, he repeatedly
asked her to date hum. At the ume,
Thomas was separated from his
first wife. Wright is single,
- *He would say, ‘You will be going
out with me,’ or ‘I'm going to start
dating you,' or “when ! get around
to dating you.” It was never, *Will
you go out with me?” " Wnght said.

One mght, shortly after she was
hired, Wright recallsd, she sat nexl.
to Thomas at an employ

time, she said he again asked her t
gooutwltllbsmandslmagau
chauged the subject.

“T pushed it in the back of my
mind and moved on with my hie,”
Wright said. “His comsnents were

certainly unwelcome a
ite, but T never
Just felt he got a

‘certain amount of pleasure out of
saying certain things to women,”

*“I'm not saying now that this man
threaterﬁ_'@l me or sexui_ﬂ—* Erassed
me. Tight sax y desire
here is not to keep Clarence Thom-
as off the Suqreme Court,

t I'm knowledgeable of cir-
cumstances where Clarence Thom-
as was out of hne and sad things
that were mappmpmle So I be-
lieve Anita Hill

c edlbie and

this woman i
i e's credible.”
t said her interview witi
Senate lawyers today seemed to

indicate that Thomas supporters
will try to discredit her testimony

ment banquet that she had amnged
“He Jeaned over to me and said
something Kke, ‘This is really going
well. You ook good tonight, too,
You're going to go out with me,’”
- On another occasion, Wright said,
Thomas “asked me what size my
bressts were” He told her she
looked nice and then, according to
Wright, he said, “What size are your
breasts?”

- "lmslsndsomethnglie Dun'
your.hmkyououghtr.obe
yourseltmﬂnhesp&akers?"

shesajd."lwou]dusuaﬂyignoreit
and move on to the next level.”
- Wright sai¢ Thomas also showed
up at ber apaptment in Washington
one evening uninvited.

She said she asked him in and
offered him a beer and they talked
for about two howrs. During that

t Thomas fired her 1n 1985.
However, when an Observer ed-

itor in Janu
ce regarding Wright's

work, Thomas smd she had re-

i%?masca Wright an "excel-

gt

Umvemty of North Carohna-Chap—
el Hill journalism school graduate,
joined the Observer as an assistant
metro editor in February 1990 af-
ter two years as managing editor of
the weekly Winston-Salem Chron-
icle,

Previcusly, she held several po-
litical jobe. In 1980 and early 1981,
she was black media liaison for the |
Republican National Committee,
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Law Professor. Accuses Thomas

Of Sexual Harassment in 1980’s

By NEIL A. LEWIS
Specialio Thut New York Times

WASHINGTON, Oct. § — Two days

|pécied the vote to go forward because a

before the Senate i scheduled to vote [delay would require the consent of ail

on his nomination te the Supreme
Court, Judge Clarence Thomas was
publicly accused today of sexvally har-
assing a law professor ai the Universi-
ty of Oklahoma Law Center dyring the
two years that she served as
sonal assistant in the Federal Goverh-
ment, 0

100 nembers. At least 54 Senatorshave
dedareq their intention 1o vote ta con-
firm Judge Thomas.

Nonetheless, as word of the allega.
tions spread this weekend, the White

is per- | pouse and Judge Thomas's supporters

mounted a swilt counierattack on sev-
eral fronts, deplcting him as the yictim

Anua F. Hill, a tenured professor of |of & desperate final gambit by his oppo-

law a1 Oklashoma, charged In an affida- |nents.

vit submitted 1o the Senate Judiclary
Commillee last month that when she
worked for Judge Thomas over a two-
year period beginning in 1981, he fre.
quently asked her out and when she
refused he spoke Lo her tn detail about
pornographic fllms he had seen,

The allegation added sn element of.

unceriainly 10 what had already beena
turbdlent confirmation process for
Judge Thomas, who is President
"Bush's cholce to succeed Justice Thur-
good Marshall on the Supreme Court.
S¢tialor John Danforth, a Missourl Re-
publican who is the 43-yerr-old noml-
nee's principal supporter in the Senate,
said today that Judge Thomas “‘lorce-
fully denies™ the altegatlons. .

Senator Paul Simon, an lilinols Dem-

ocral who is a member of the Judiciary
Commitiee, said today that because of

.the allegations, the vote should be de-

Jayed. But Senate aides said they ex-

Justices Return to Work
The' Supreme Court opens its new
1erm today, short one Justice bt pot
Iacking in high-profile cases that will
test the dimensions of 15 conserva.,
tive counter-revolution. Page A4,

Professer HIll never filed a formal
:f.'ommued on Page A{S. Column |

—

oate: [0]7

PAGE: %’

E"\v_ 1.3
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"
combhunl against Judge Thomas The
a<cusaions were Nirst reported 1oday
by Naronal Public Radio, which said
Prnegsor Hall hag Nirst made them 10
the Judiciary Committee the week of
icepl 10, while members of the panel

r¢ questioming Jud,

»c“hearmgs : e Thomas «n
In g0 interview broadeast this .
ing om-NPR, Professor Hil ulmrr:'e
MUy decided she would not 1ell the
compritee of her charges, bul changed
her siind as the hearings were about to
begin Decause she felt she had an obh-
luugu.'_lo 1e1) what she believed 10 be

rueﬁ-
etz s a person who s in charge of
Ppritegiang rights of women and oslher
£rouns in the workplace and he 15 using.
his postuon of power Jor personal gain
forone thang,™ she sixd And he &id it
In & very ugly and mumidaung way ™
$enaor Joseph R Biden Jr, the Dek
aware Democral whe i chairman of
the Judiciary Commuliee, said in &
siaiemens 10day that when Ms Hill
first eontacied the commitiee, on 5epl
12, the insisted that her name not be
used and 1har Judge Thomas nol be
told of het allegations He 3aid this
efeciively 11ed the committee’'s hands
Only on Sept 23, Mr _Biden said, did
she agree (0 allow the Federal Bureau
of Invesuigation 1o snvestigate the alle-

Anita' F. Hill, taw prufr. who
hast accused Judge Clarence
‘Thomas of sexual harassment.
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ganons. The White Houst loday de-
seribed the F B 1 report as Imding the
allegatrons a3 “without {oundation "
But Congressianal officials who have
seen the report challenged that charac:
terzation, saying the bareaw eculd not
deaw any CONCiusIon because of the “he
a3, she said” nature of the allegauion
and denial
By )l accounts, the Whate House and
e Senaie Democraue teadershp, i
cluding Senator Biden and Senaler
George 3 Mitehell, the majonity lead-
er, were briefed about the accusanon
shorily afier the F B.J comphried IS
mvestigaLion
ALthe time ¢ited by Professor Hill,
Judge Thomas hesded the Office of
Civil E1ghts in the Department of Edu-
cation and she was s personal assist-
ant In her affxdavii, Congresswonal offi
clals said, Professor Hill sad that
ypically after briel discussion ol
vk, Judge Thomas weuld “'iurn the
verislions 10 discussions about his
sexua? mieresis” She described s
remarks a8 vivid 35 he discussed sexu:
al atte he had seen in pornographic
Tims
Professor Rill hd pot rewyen repeat:
4 telephone calls seeking comenent
today. In & WrLeN StAEMEN (o NEWS
organuzations today, she sad that she
ws Tirst approached by the Judiciary
Commnittes on Sept. 3 and was invied
(] ugrwndt background informaton on
Judge Thomas because she had
worked with hum She said that afier
npumercus distussions™ with the com-
risee’s stafl she decided Lo submit an
affidawit. She said she discussed the
‘matter publicly with the NPK reporter,
Nina Totenberg. mjv because the re-
had 8 copy of the athdavit and
she wanted [0 be sble 10 respond 10
farmation before It was made pubhc.
n-her atfidavit, aceording 10 ne
gressicnal officials, Professor Hill
+ that Judge Thomas, who was 3epa-
ted from hes firsy wile At the tme,
ropped the subject when he bega,
aung someone else Smee the
rks had stopped, she sawd, she ags
pied.an olfer to follow Rum as &
personal assisuant when he became
chairman of the Equal Employment

Opportunity Commission He soon re-

sumed bz advances, she s

[

DATE:

race: A4S
SNt A
ke T T

+ “Feeling Without & Cholce
In an imerview with NPR, Profes
Hill s3id Judge Thomas never atlem
ed tp jouch her nor & he direc
“L"t threaten her job But she said tha
A the age of 15 she fell vuinerable .

it e

Y[ fen a$ though 1 did nol hav
ehaice, that 1he pressure was such
| was gong 1o have Lo submit 10 1
pressure 0 order (0 conlinue ger

asmgnments,” she 331d m

nLerview

Senstor Biden 3aid N 2 siatem
today thal the allegations wers invi
gied by the Federal Bureau of Inwe
Lien at the request of the Judie
mmjtiee Fedge Thomas toid the

5

White House today describec
F B I report as finding the aliegal
a3 “withoul foundation.” But Cong
sional-officials who have seen the
port ¢halienged that characLerzat
saying the bureau could not draw
conclosion hecause of the “he saxd,
|Tu:|“ nacure of ihe allegation and ¢
al .

Senator Danforih sad the cha:
were a desperate “eleventh-hour
tack more typical of a poltical ©
pagn thax of & Supremse Court cor
‘matoe.” 1n an elfon to dimuish |
tessor- Hol's eredibility, he sawd
Judg: Thomas New out 1o Norn
Olda.. this spring 6 address her
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.mdenu &l her mvitat “1've-kngwn Anive Hill for 14 n«l{

tion,
A White House officis) 3aid that Ms. rs, sald thas Ji Thomas was |and shelsa of anor 3
lllll'; CMM‘H wes dnmmd b& intensely aware u..'ﬂf.'m 10 conduct | ciy and mm"urnnii:y. nid'?lm
ke these 3 himgell with acule propelety because | Canar, 8 Isw professor &t Yals Univer-
mn: ustll vcrr Iate ln he conflirmation | he believed that as & black Kepublican | sity. Professor Carier, who anended|
mmam years after the alieged | he would be Yale Law 5chool with Professor RIUL

e Ve s grovided e BereY deSculitod el M. 1| addet, S It 3 pirkon o s o
¢ House b rels- 551 [

ith the name of P 0 mporiert | Lonehip. wih Mr. Thoraas nd has | sakd ¢ that gocurred i

worked with m, Hill and Mr. 3 us was “'nol sble wa'l‘ud‘!uvem considered very serh

mear and frustracion that My, 3t | {riends
W pot show Any sexual interest in her. ngmuhn-‘lrmig.ng:h allegs-

ement
g "M«ni’m i of
lcar“ share mvﬁv of WMW

Thomas M ment wl i- | L0 respond 1o her in the wiy the expact- | ou:
ulllmlulnn. lnwan nlerview, "" +d of hoped, ha might Save hury Bet Pprol. H; F. Tepker Jr., & tol-
ed that ihe lllesmom feelings.” Iulueol 4 essor Hill &t the Univer.
/ n l'lﬂlll of Ms. Hill's disa) | Bul 8 number of mnﬂm, and ity of Oklahoma, lssusd a stat

Mx Barry, who was the commission's

who
say lMl Judu Thomas has been sob-

ecied to unlsir crtcism in the past, | inciude matters hike remarks lzced
that is nol the case here. In my| with

view, Ania’s disclosures have

nothing |
& do with partisanship or politics.™

The aflegations of
ment javoive & patiod when Ji
Thﬂnu was the mirmm o

lm s chiaf enforcament

Cwm have uooqnmd ko differans [said the lln told
of sexua

sexual bharass: | being

of
was, in effect, the na-|and tming of their conve:
olficer on the

In her inerview with NPR, Profes-
sor HI said thal at the Lime she was
ha conlided her uneas.
lmu 10 another law school classmate,

et
I n sthtement oday, Professor Hill
1 the committee of the

<hal
m sax lor [avors &t the workplace]“My hmen has been ur-'ﬁ.'nmm my

and & mare Subtle 1

-anvirgnment

sexual harassment may occur when
there is uNWEICOME AN DErvasive con-

ype in which
actions create sn ynwelcome or hostile as | see them. That

Tmiblmm 1o the ) process
w!‘a provide the

amp1 1o dirpunu characier of
Thomas are completely un-

Tn 1986 The Suprema Court mlnaﬂmg Allegutions that my afforis are an

| duct of a sexual nature and that could [founded.
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hen white friends greet Clae-
¢nce Thomas and ask, “How
are you?" Thomas often re-

ples, “Just trying to make 1t In your
world ™ The words are sad with a gnn,
but Thomas’s good humor 1s wrapped
around a core of complex emonons con-
fidence and insecunity, determination
andresentment George Bush'schoce to
succeed Thurzood Marshail on the Su-
preme Court has spent most of s 43
vears proving that he 15 good enough to
‘make i " the white world But he has
nsen sg fast — from a jumor Capitol Hill
staffer 10 Supreme Court nominee m just
10 vears—that Thomas approaches his
confirmation erdeat this week filled with
anxiety that he may fad ths fina test On
the day he was named by Bush mwo
months ago, Thomas called fnends like
Alex Netchvolodoft, a coileague from
Capaol Hill, 1o say he had “this fear in
1he pit of my stomach ™

Ef Thomas 18 afraid of losing the con-
firmanon battle, he also wornes about
woning it. He has told colleagues on
the 115, Court of Appeals {or the Dis-
cnect of Columbia, where he has served
barely 18 months, that he mght rot be
ready for his aew assignmeny and wish-
e & fad come five years from now At
his confirmation heaning last year,
Thomas admutted that he has “not had
ume to form an ndividual, wells
thought-out consuunenal philosophy.”

One fpend, who bas talked ar length
with the judge, calls his legal views “a
mishmash' and adds, “There aren’t a lot
wf anchors there,” The American Bar
Association reflected such concerns
when it rated him “qualrfied” for the high
court. That 15 a passing prade bui not the
highest rating, and two panel members
judged tam “unquahfied.” Sen John
Danforth, Thomas's menior, concedes:
“He ts a persanwhois evolving.” Indeed.

The crowning
Thomas affair

A tormented man faces the fest of a lifetime:
Should he sit on the nation’s highest court?

supporters are irving (0 warn Thomas's
mexpenence lo advantage, saving that
s malleabiitty means 1hat he will not be
a ngdly conservative vote on the court

To1ke extent thal Thomas does have 2
philosophical anchor. it s this Individ-
uals can. and shouid, help ihemselves
Government aid programs often make
matters worse by deprving the thaipieats
of imunatve Race-based preference pro-
grams generale racial 1ensions five
blacks too many excuses for their fudures
and prevent people ke fum from getiing
<redit for real achievement His whole
life embodies asimgle. thunderous idea £
am the author of my cwn story

Divided soul. But as Thomas rakes his
seat n front of the fudiciary Committee,
the pictere he presents 15 nddled with
contradictions. He 15 a black nauionalist
whao divorced his black wife, marned a
white woman and lives m a white neigh-
borhood, a foe of affirmauve action who
has been ramed 1o the court pnmanly
because he 15 black, an individualist who
feels uncomfortable with the leaders of
both races and both parues

‘There 15 meager evidence on Thom-
as's legat philosophy, but as an executive
branch officia) g»e followed Supreme
Count denisions even when he disagreed
with them; thus, he might be slow to
overturn established precedent. He has
voiced support for natural law, the idea
that individuais have “unalicnabic
i:'gms" not graated by govemment. And

ile some abortion-nghts acovists fear
e would assign such nghts to the un-
born and oppose abortion, Thomas is
more likely ta cite natural law in defend-
tng ndividual nights—such as free
speech —against governmant power.

‘Thomas was pushed ahead so fast be-
¢ause Bush apparently feli compslied to
prck a btack Amencan for the seat and
thought no other candidate wah proper-

USNFWS 2 WiskLl) REIVRT SEFTTULER b 1ol
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T was
hamas was picked from a pool of one
> ill a quota of one, and his selection
as deeply dmaded the black community
story, Page 33). To his supporiers,
‘homas s a role model of hard work and
zlf-rehance. To s eninies, he 15 a tranor
yhis race The attacks wound him deep-
+, Jeaving bum confused and solated. As
¢ told the mewspaper Legal Times m
284, “I don't fit sn with whites, and I
on t fit i wath blacks We'reina
wxed-up generation —those of us
ho were sent out (o integrate so-
tecy ” Yet Thomas revels in being
antrary, and frnends wonder i his
rtery behavior borders on the
ompulsive. He plays country and
estern musks, rools for the Dallas
owboys m a ciky of rabid Red-
«ns fans and displays a Georgia
tate flag on his desk thar looks
nkingly hke a Confederate ban-
<r. I think he’s very alone,” says
© fnend.

One crincism of Thomas is that
¢ has "forgotien his roots,” or at
tast drawn the wrong lessons
-om his meredible life. But he 15 very
1uch a product of his past, of the “ha-
red and love,” as he puts it, that domi-
atgd s boyhood: the hatred of state-
pansored segregatien and the love of
amily, nexghbors and teachess. IT any-
heg, Thomas rehes 1o heavily on s
wvn expenences and does not fully un-
‘enstand that the world of his youth, in

=

famidy, leaving lus mother wath two smal!
children and a third on the way. “I made
my Imng by picking erab for 5 cents a
pound to raise three head of children,”
his mother, Leola Wilhams, told U'$
News. “That was hard. [ did the best 1
<ould " When the house on Moon River
burned down, the famly moved 10 Sa-
vannah, where Thomas's mother found

STUDENT CLARENGE THOMAS

“What our nuns gave us is what
we rieed now: God, valies,
morality and education.”

& ey I 1908

“In any muthethme, multiracial

soctety, race-conscious
A

oth s strengths and L no
onger exsis. Government 15 no longer
he despised enforcer of racial bas. And,
i nasad wony, the end of segregation has
neant the demise of many institusions
hat aounshed him, from black-owned
usinesses (o a school run by Franciscan
wns for black children,

Fresh reminders. Thomas acknowl-
:dli;s that he 15 mouming a lost world,
ellmg a commencement audience last
prng, “My commumty is gone.” But
sven s current world, as a judge in the
<cond most powerful court 1n the land,
‘elds up fresh remmders of prejudice.
Recently, he was dnving hus carout of the
zarage at the federal courthouse, head-
ng for a lunch date. As ap old friend,
Viark Edelman, recounts the story,
Thomas paused a1 the garage entrance.
3uddenly, a man opened the back door,
slimbed 1n and gave Thomas an address
He thought the judge, with his black skin
and fancy car, must be a chauffeur.

Thomas was bom on the marshy
sanks of Moon River, in the hamlet of
#in Pomnt. Ga.. on June 23. 1948 He was
+ toddler when his futher deserted the

¥ generale severe
racial confhels.”
ANTURYIEW IM 1927

“I am appalled that there are
greater penalties for breaking
o @ madbox than for violating
someone’s dasic civdl rights.”
FPEECH IM 1983

work as a domestc for 515 a week, in-
cluding bus fare. She dropped her chil-
dren off with her parents, Chnsting and
Myers Anderson, every mornmng before
7 and picked them up ac mght
Eventually, the sttain grew oo great,
and Clarence and is brother, Myers,
moved 1n with their grandparents while
thear sister went 0 Live with 2r aunt,
“The kids knew how hard [ was work-
mg,” says Mrs, Williams. “They saw me
many times in 1he ice and cold waiting
for a bus I was an example to them ™
Even at 62, she works two jobs. starting
agahospitial aide at 4 302 m and ending.
as a nursing home waorker 21 31 at night

T

Some family fnends wonder why Mrs
Williams, whose son makes $132,700 a
year, continues 1o work so hard, but she
says, “i Just love 1o work. [t's the only
way you ¢an have something ™

The dominant figure in Thomas's
boyhood was his grandfather, a stem
man who sold wood, coal and tuel ol
from the back of a home-built prckup @
the black neighborhoads of Savannah
The boys would change clothes when
they came home from school and jous
Draddy, as they called him, on his
rounds. packmg up orders and
making deliveries Like Thomas's
mother, his grandfather set an ex-
ample of gnt and discipline My
dad didn’t have 1o lay a hand on
you,” says M Wilams. “He
<ould look at you and scold you
with his eyes ™ But Anderson did
more than just scold his grand-
sons, according 10 Allen Moore,
an old Thomas fnend from Dan-
forth's staff “Clarence told me
ihat he tasted the belt regularly.”

Today, Thomas fongs for the
“very stable, disciplined environ-
ment” of his youth In a recent
speech. he descnbed watching a
woman unwrap a candy bar for a child,
1hen 10ss the wrapper into the street. *'1
asked myself, what 15 wrong with shis
picture?” he recalled. Y can't remember
how many tumes, as achild, [ was made (o
pick up my candy wrappers and put them
0 my pocket unul [ found a trash can ™

It was from his grandfaiher that
Thomas absarbed a passionate resent-
ment of welfare. Myers's maxim: “Man
am t got no business on relief as long as
he can work.” But Thomas's ferpeity on
the subject also flows from a deeper im-

ulse. He 15 clearly ashamed at the num-

r of blacks on welfare, and he 15 angry
that they threaten s hfelong crusade to
prove that his people are “as good as
white people.” Thas toathimg belps ex-
plain one of the ugliest ncidents m
Thomas's ife. In 2 meeung of biack con-
servatives m 1980, he harshly artacked
is sister, Emma Mae Marun, for being
on welfare “She gets mad when the
mailman 15 late with her welfarc check.
Thar's how dependent she is.”

He now voices regret for the comment,
made perhaps 1o enhance his conserva-
twve credentials. [t was clearly unfaic to a
woman who had her first job at age 7,
scrubbing clam shells for 50 ¢enis a bar-
el His stster did go on welfare fora time
in the 1970s, but only because she was
canng for four children and an clderdy
aunt Once the aunt died she went back
10 work as a hospiial cook, starting some
davsat3am and atiending Bible classes
on Tuesday mghts Maron wold US

56-218 0—93——&




FONTRL fus firss bass afier law
school. airacted hum ko the Republe-
<ant Party and a &fe of public ser.
vece. His mouker, LEOLA WiLLLAME,
set an exampie of seff~reharice. toi-
g graveling yobs as o domestic
waorker after hus father left home

His grandfaiher MYERS ANDERSGM,
wio reared Thomas after die siress
on Jus mother grew 103 grear, e
phasized the unporance of urdepen-
dence and chary, mnmeg his own
small besiness and leanimg grocenes
for needy neighbors. His lessons were
Sowetimes reinforced with a leather
beil. The pRAMCISCAM byt Wil
taught Thomas in elementiry school
impanied such self-confidence. notes
a classmate, trar if they “tald you
thaa you could walk ihrough a brck
woll. vout thougiu vou could do "

News that there is no lingering ammosity
between brother and sister, and that
when Thomas comes home he puts on his
overalls, with her about pofitics
and eats the favorite foods of his child-
hood: deviled ¢rab, deer, even raccoon.

The racism Thomas faced when he
moved to Savannah remains a2 vivid
memory: the James Bond movies he
never saw because they did not come 10
the all-black movie theater: his grandfa-
ther's admonition that “you can never
look a white woman @ the eye”; the
roadside sign saying, “Weicome to
North Carofing —Ku Kt Klan tervi-
tory.” Today, Thomeas’s visceral suspi-
cion of government can be traced party
to those boyhood experiences, when the
state was a guarantor of inequality.

As Mpnr.ucmg Catholics, Christine

Benedict’s. There, they weu !.I'Jght by

~ho conimsed The scl-het
who continued the sel help ndeal At
school, Thomas occasionally bhed time
for fun, playing basketball with a fafe
that earmed him the lifelong nickname
%ﬁ“ the Boston Cellic star
Bob . But mainly school meant
work. and the nuns saw their mission
this way, according to Roy Allen.
Thomass boyhood friend and now a
Democratic state senator: “There may
be walls up now, but they will come
down, and we want you 1o be ready.”
The nuns taught radd squabing In

deed as well us word. lving i the black
section of lown and refusing 10 accept
privileges based on race. Alen recalls a
clags tnp when the bus driver told the
nuns thev could sit in front. while the
chuldren had to st m back, “'Sister just
sad. "Where mvLidssit. | will 511 and she
came back and sat with us.” Thomas ab-
sorbed the lesson well Sister Mary Vieg-
lius. tus favorite teacher. remembers the
youngster asking. *Why should we salute
the flag and say. with kberty and justice
for all’ when there 1sn 1 liberty for black
peopls?” In addition, the nuns were not
above a httle psvcholagical warfare.
“They were atways lelling us that the
white keds \houghl they were smatter
than we were,” sayy Lester Johnson, an

old friend and Savannah attorney. l

Cross (his net school) alumm magazine,
‘Thomas sawd of those days, 1 was consid-
ered the black spot on the white horse.”
He recalled the day in 1968 that Marin
Luther King Jr, was shot; =T was follow-
ing this white semmanan up & flight of
stairs, and | overheard him say, after he
heard that Dr. King had been shot.
‘That's good. | hope the SOB dies.’ 1
thwnk B3t was the Jast straw. T couldn’t
stay n this so-called Chrishan environ-
ment any Jonger.” Thomas ledl the sems-
nary, enrolling at Holy Cross in Worces-
ter, Mass., as a soghomore. but the
a

decision caused nft with his
grandparents that laste
When Thomas armived 31 Holy Croas.

the school was just admitting a sizable
number of blacks for the first time. He

think they did it 1o make us

Crowing discemfort. From St Bene-
dict’s, Thomas went to hugh school at 51,
John Vianney Minor Seminary, a largely
white boarding school for futdre pIRsLs,
where he continued to overcome barri-
ers. The yearbook for 1967 quotes a fa-
wvorite Thomas comment: “Blew thag test,
only 2 98.” But the shghts conunued as
well. with one classmate wnling in that
same yearbook. “Keep on trying, Clar-
ence Someday you'll be as asus,”

Thomtas's discomfort with the church
grew stronger at Immaculate Concep-
ron Semanary in Missouri. where he fast-
«d only a year White classmates would
crims the sireet o avord greeung im,
a1 meen s m 193w ah the Hok

feared flunki t and described life
there as “hke Tmmg in a cold, isolated
foreign country.” This chill led the
blacks to form a Black Students Linion,
with Thomas as treasurer, and he

joined the popular causes of the day:
profesty against the Vietnam War, a
feeding program for local black young-
sters. But ctassmate Leonard Cooper re-
members bim more as a “moderate .
eral” than as a militant. One incident in
pariiular sums up Thomas’s evolving
view of the world. When the Black Stu-
dents Union voted 1o have an all-black
cornidor w a dormatory, Thomas was the
lone dissenter. Classmate Swnley Gray-
son, J formter deputy mayor of New York
Cire il recalls Thamas's criteeren: Tt
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THE INFLUENCES,

el of a smail chuld, Clarence
onns was seldom seent withowt a
wk ander iy arm. and many au-
5. acinses and shenders Jave
upedd fus world view Economist
~OMAS SOWELL reinforced his
g desenchaniment witlt race-
sed preference progroms
ALCOUM X 1irgued the young
roinas with fvs Mack-power mes-
e and ifie pide fas coflected mos
AMulcolm X's recorded speeches

i murks Of #OveRst MCHARD
RGN spoke 1o feelngs of anger
o isolatton Themas often had but
opressed The pidge i also anvact-
ta itre nenels of waters like Avm
Wb and Lewws L Amour because
v glorfy leeronc mdweduals over-
g greds odds Exposure io
wingian THOMAS AQUINAS helped
upe the pudge 3 bekief that ngrural
veanfers o an daduel nghts
+ governmeni Lan tahe away

THOMAS AQUINAS

THOMAS SOWELL, THE INTELLECTUAL GURWY

asn L the real world. The world forces
w0 mix and mingle with the whne
woriy But his strongest point was that
+ didn’t want 10 make it easy for others
JL 40 interact with hem. *

It was during these years that expo-
we 1o certain authors and achivists
wok up Thomas's wotld view. Black
avelist Rachard Wright “woke me up.*
3¢ judge says, by addressing his grow-
1g sense of racsal wdenatity and mjustice
he Black Panthers appealed 10 “some
f us whe were voung and hotbleoded
ad di-tempered,” but Thomas rejected
weir emphasis oa viclence and Marx-
m-Lemnism, The “Autobiography of
Takolm X~ was asstgned 10 all new
‘udents n 1968, and x struck a reso-
ant chord 1 the angry young man.
arncularly its emphasis on seif-reliance
nd black entreprencurship. To this
ay, Thomas can quote from memory
falcolm’s advice: “As other ethnic
roups have done, let the black people.
henever tl;:eo:asu‘hle, however ble,
atronize ther own kind, hire their owa
nd and start in those ways 10 butld vp
¢ black race’s gbility to do for itself.”

Affirmative action. Marnied o his first
sife, Kathy, the day after graduating
rom Holy Cross, Thomas went on to
(ale Law School. Crincs argue that m
.ong 1o Yale. he profited from the sort
of affirmanve action programs he now
pposes. and James mas. the law
chuol admissions officer for the past 22
vurs, generalty agrees s pretihy

g
clear  Dean Thomas savs, thay Clar-
ence was helped by Yale's vigerous re-
cruing ol members of minonty groups
bui he demes 1hat standards were low-
ered sipnificantly for those recnnts

The son of 2 woman who works. 13-
hour days 15 no stranger 10 long hours
He was at the dining hall when ot
opened for breakfast at 7, someames
regaling other early nsers with hilanous
descriptions of the X-rated movies he
liked ta watch for relaxauon. He never
<ame 10 a party before 10. when the it
brary closed Even sports were plaved
flat-out. full wit. as classmare Lowida
Coleman Jr remembers “I've never
seen anybodv who could overthrow hus
recerver by 30 or 40 yards the way Clar-
ence coutd | would not say he was a
finesse player. * says Coleman

Some of Thomas s cpposIon 10 race-
preference programs stems from expert-
ences at Yale. where he saw affirmatve
acnon helping many more middle-class
blacks than poor ones like himself. He
was always sirapped for money —wear-
ing workman s overalls and shirts wom
through at the efbows~and he grew
close 10 classmates rom similarly poor
backgrounds Frank Washington. the
son of a taborer. and Harry Singleton.
whose mother cleaned hovses. “1%1: no-
tien of being responsible for your own
place 1n Yife was a dominant theme for
ali three of us " says Washington, now a
cable TV evecutne in Caltfornia Above
all. Yalg rewntoreed Thomas s beliel tha

affirmative acuon tamis every blacky
achievement and robs um ot respect As
he 10ld Washuigton Post reporter Juan
Wilhams v 1980. You had to prove
vounself every day because the presump-
non was that vou were dumb and didn 1
deserve (0 be there on menz

Thomas and his classmales talked of-
ten about joining the legal maimnstream
and nol beng pigeonhoked w black”
Jobs But though his specially was tax
law. and he had done well in school.
Thomas found that firms i Atlanta
asked “condescending and demcaning
gquesttons and waated to ralk manly
about chanty work fer poor clients A1
that pownt, Dean Guido Calabresi at
Yale menticned Thomas 10 John Dan-
forth. then the awomey general of Mis-
soury and 2 member of Yale's board
The )ob as an assistant attorney general
paid httle. buir Thomas took 11 because
Danforth made e the promise he had
been looking for all his life' He would
be treated the same as everybody else

During this perod, Thomas's polini-
cal views sharply changed. In 1972, two
years before fimshing Yale, Thomas
was stll a fiberai Democrat, voting for
George McGovern Bul he drified
nghtward, impelled by whai he saw asa
growing contradichion berween thg
modish liberal deas of the academic
world and the old-fashioned truths tus
grandfather had instslled Then cne
dav, Thomas got a <all trom a Inend

Clarence. there~ another black guv




oo >
TTHE DoCRET ]

How Thomas mught mflence the
Surgrenee Cour? i it med ferm

amonnIeN The first case Can Cper-
aferl Revcre be barred from block-
g uceess ta abomon clirrcs? The
court afso may convider fuwt from
Lowsiena Utoh amd Guaent thait at-
rempt 10 far ot abortrons Abor-
neurrighis adiecares fear Thomus s
azabTion

RACE Bias Curses wilf tess when
Louns should end supenton of
whteol descgregation plans and kow
‘ar vates it go m desegreganng
nebétc ana erseies Though Thomes
IPpuses mrin siptencad remedees fo
oli-bras <launs, he o sympathenc o
neasires such as scholeniups that
i pocr blacks

SRIME Firer the cotrr wril nde on
vy thut regrire crynale 1o grve
faett vichn profits from mnves or
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bovks bused on thewr crumes. Later,
the courr i fikely 19 conpider comio-
Vverniel quevions wnehing capial
piereshment anef pohice scorches
Thomay s heheved hkely 10 1ake a
Rard-line anignme sance

VRO NMINT The pusiices will de-
cide wherier i was proper for Con-
Lress s bar lawsiirs against logeing
actres that sughe harm the Nortii-
em spostcd owi It uddinen, shey wil
nile on whether the U S goventment
can back foregn projects that mn en-
danger ammaly. Thomas has hinsed
that ke pught vate 1o curb use of conns
b groups diecit as em rontanenialists 10
challenge gonemmrent policics

MATE CrtRS Thie Justices will stich
4 5 Paul. Mann., low shot bans
sumbolic acts such as bimung cross-
5 gt proroke Vanger. alanmn or re-
sentment™ on the basis of race. cok-
or creed. religion or geruler Some
wiperts belveve Thomas conld help
wp the coun'’s balance and reverse
the docinne thet prowcied flag betm+
s from prosecunon mo \.0ars age

it here [in Calsorma| who ss as crazy
1s vou are. He has the same 1deas that
ou have. There are o of you ™

The friend was talking abow Thomas
sowell. the econamist and awthor, wha
leseribes atfirmative acton &s a “world-
wide disaster.” dwiding the races and
akimg to reach the truly disadvantaged.
A\ review of Sowell's book. “The -
womucs and Polinees of Race,™ had been
ablshed that day in the Wall Streer
oumal, and Thomas “soaked 1t wp.” By
35 own admission, Thomas “bugged”
«owell. calling him in Califorma, atiend-
g 3 lecture he delivered in St Lows,
egging 1he author to attograph a copy
{his gook_ It represented the wasdom.
f Myers Anderson and Sister Mary Vir-
ilius backed up by sconomic data and
oated with a veneer of phllowphy. “I
owsider m mot only my intell b

Post aruclke quoted Thomas as saving hus
carecr would be “wreparably rumed™
he wothed Jor an agency centered on
el nights ke the Equat Empiovment
Gpportunity Commussion. “*People
megung me for the first ume would
autematiczilv dismiss ey thinking as
second-rate. * Thomas said.

The article caught the aitention of the
Reagan transiuon team. which was look-
ing for blacks 10 fill cercamn visible posts
Thomas was msulted. he admits, when
asked to become assistant secretary of
education for eral nghts, but an the end,
he wok the job to make his mark. In less
than a year he had been promoted— 10
head the EEQC, precisely the job he had
once said would ruin s career. When he
was up for reappointment in 1986.
Thomas tried hard to find a new post m

weotor.” says Thomas, “but my salva-
on s far as thinking through these is-
223, [ thought | was iotally insane. His
ook was manna from heaven.”

Carear meve. Afier a short stint in the
rivate sector working for the Monsanto
‘0., Thomas moved to Washington
79 10 work once again for Danforth,
oW & scnator. But another turning
M0t an his life came quickly. After the
130 election. Sowell mvited Thomas to
meeting of black conservatives m San
rancises. The eleeton of Ronald Rea-
1 had emboldened the conservatives
+ go public. and the meeting deew con-
derable prews atenuon A Windungton

the ad: i but lacked the night
polincal frrends and was turned down,
according 10 William Bradford Reyn-
olds, head of cwvil nights in the Reagan
Jusuce Department He was still at the
commission when Bush tapped him for
the U §. Court of Appeals in July 1989,

Thomas's record al the EECC is a
complcaied one. While generally un-
sympathetic 10 affirmauve action, he
had many fierce battles with adminis
tration officials hke Reynolds who took
an even tougher line. But when he Jost.
he ptayed the good soldier and followed
admimstration policy He did not hke
large class-acuion sums that rehied on
statistical .naiysi 10 prove that an en-

tre company had followed a paneta of
discnminaton But he was aggressive i
proteciing ndividuals who —hke his
grandfather yvears before —had suffered
directly from prejudice. By that pomt.
s averston te race-based programs was
fubly formed, according 1o Fred Alva-
rez. who se; with Thomas at the
EEQC and ?uoles him as saving, “If
you show preference for one group gver
another. you demean one group and
make ihe other unhappy. I'v¢ been both
deterred and prefermed because of race,
and they both felt bad.”

Fimal Today. Thomas is
an angry man wih & hostile word 1o say
about almost everybody: white conser-
vatives who treat black conservatives
like itellectual Steppin” Feichits. “pro-
viding sideshows of antiblack quips and
atlacks™; cwl-rights groups who “regu-
fariy castigated and mocked” black con-
servatves because they did not agree
wath them; the press, which he aecuses
of a conspiracy 1o ignore black conser-
vatve thought.

If Clarence '['lmh:s i eonﬁrmed;'
and all signs pownt that way —there wi
no longe%'n b'enany doutss about his
“makwng " in the world. Perhaps thea
the funes driving him will obate, Per-
haps then, having been judged s fully
worthy, the new fustice will be able o
Judge others less, hasshly L

BY STEVEN ¥V ROBERTS
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