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IACF ENDORSES THOMAS NOMINATION
POR_SUPARME sAURT

ARLINGTCN, VA -- The International Assccliation of Chiefs of
Polica today anneunced s enécr:anént of Preaident 3Bush's
nemination of Judge Clarsnce Thetas to the Unitsd Statas Suprene
Coure,

IACP’'s governing 2edy aacde The decision afisr carefully
raviewing the background End professlenal recsrd of Judgs Thomas
2t che of TS regular asetliigs on August 10 In New YorkX, It was
dataruined that Judge Thoras is a weli-gqualified, tougn, anti-
erine judge who nas recognlized tle :rébltm: that law enforcsmnent
officars face in cerbatiing crize,

The U.S., Senate has already cenfirned Judge Thomas four
SAPArATS times: as hasistant Secretary for Civil Hights at the
Dapartient of Bduecaticn (n 1981, twicw as Chaltrman of ths EECC in
1982 ana 1986, and mest recently as U.S, Cour: of Appeslia Judge for
tne District Columbia in 1990, He graduated frem Holy Cress
Collsge with honors in 1$71 and Yale Law Schosi in 1874,

Judge Thomus has resisted efforts to impose unresponably
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burdensoza requitenents on the police ane presscutors or te
_ ovarzurn eriminel convictions on technicalitiss not requized by the
Constitutien, while guarding against infringements of the
Iuncdansntal rights of criainal defendants. '
anong his noteworthy decisions;

-~ In United States v, [ene, Judge Thonms rejected arguments
that a tiial Judge erred In adaltiing pollece tastinmony during a
ssarch of a defendant’'s apartilent, whigh tended to shaw that ihe
cefendant was dealing in nareetiss., Simiiarly, in Unltpd States
v, Rogazrs, he upheld the adalssion ast trial of evidence of 3
delandant ‘s prior drug-dealing activisy.

== Judge Theaas ruled asainst a defendant who argued that, at
Nis trial, the judge Mad improperly {nstructesd the jucry as to his
sntrapoant defense. In 0 nolding, Judge Thomas observed that "ihe
gevernoent (had) introduced ovtr'wnczx:inq avidence of [dafancant’s)
sagerness to sell crack, enough, wa are ceriain. for the governzant
te nave carcied thae Dburdan of preefd 1t needed to defest
[dafancant’'s] sntraphent Sefenss." (Ynjted States v, Whoig)

The international Aszociation of Chiefs of Polica is the
werld's oldest and largest non-profit organizatien of pollce
executives. Fstapiished in 1893, the IACF ourrently has
approximately 13,500 mesbers in §5 nations areund the world.
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