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The NAACP Is Wrong on Thomas

Idun’tremlmmgmheﬂﬂmnem“
disciplned as Clarence 'l‘homas. First lhmg.

integrity, his legal mind and his determmation.
Even when we disagree, [ have found lum to be a
sensitive and compassionate person trying to do
ﬁ is right, workmg to make the world a better

Back then [ sensed that he would one day be m
a posibon to have a larger unpact, but | had no
way of knowing that this deternwned youy man
might one day have the chance to lacklc some of
our country’s problenis on this nation’s lughest
court,

Recently, the NAACP National Doard took
action opposing Judge Thomas's nomanation, |
wish it had withheld pdgment unld after the
hearings, because the Clarence Thomas 1 have
been reading about often bears htte rescnldame
to the thoughtful and caring man | have kinow
over Lhese years,

Judge Thomas reflects the diversity and com-
plexity of African-Amicrican thinking, bul s
views are not mearly as radial as his criws
suggest. [e has pushed for & new frontier in cvil
rights, and heaven knows we need one when
one-third of African Americans are still m poverly
as we approach the 21st century. Ne sceks 4
chmate where African Amencans amd other nn-
norities feel empowercd Lo compete cqually with
their counterparts of other races, with eatisul
support from goverunent programs.

Some have said that despile lus charmansbng
of the Equal Employment Opportwuty Cosmms-

beyond awsmformed thetonc. On 3 personal
Ievel, he knows the struggle and bardshup blacks
and the impoverished of every race grapple with
daly—not to mention the phight of most famibes,
since w1 my judgment the central issue of our
tune 15 that some 82 percent of the (amidics in
these United States have no discrelionary income
after bills and taxes are panl,

We didn't tallk pwch about Judge Thomas's
background that sumner 17 years ago, %0 it is
only vccently Wiat | have leamed about his
humble begnmngs. The cramped house with no
Mumbing i rwal Georgia, his wise but not
learned grandparents, the Catholic muns and the
rest have anly recently come mito full view for
me, To rise almc the dual curses of poverly -md
thscr 3 requires ck | of-
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vals who did not have access to this society,
ganed access. . ., 1 may differ with others on
how best to do that, but the objective has always
been to include those who have been excluded.”

As young Clarence Thomas left my home at
llueemlo(tlwsmmer,heaskodlwmmllhe
owed for fus stay, 1 told him that he owed
m(hlng Mld:lm:ipmnﬁel'runlwn

promise that if he were 1:
pnsamuwreadt and help others
medon.maslidme!ormeanda]
had done for lum.

He pronused he would, and Judge Thomas has
been keeping his word ever since, looking out for
the vulnerable and wictimuzed on the job, in the
connitindy and at the court. 1 know that as a
S Count justice Clarence Thomas will

5.._.5

fort from a specab kind of pcrson. help from
others and luck, All these bave been presenl m
Judge Thonws's career,

Throughort the lustary of the U.S, Supreme
Court, | don't believe any other nominee can
claum Lo have coitxe so far, In point of fact, Judge
Thomas's unigque perspective helongs not only on
the Supresme Court but m the legislature, nr the
work place, at cdy hall and on our campuses.

Ne one can deny that Judge Thomas would
dter with Justice Thurgood Maeshall on seme
wsues, 1 don't always agree wath the justice
myscll 1 (Io hebcve that both men show a
al belief i the inherent

sion for eight years, he has not beew a
nfuvdnghu.ﬂmsepenpkobvmmlydmlhm
Judge Thomas or ke real Tacls about s Lenure
with the EEOC. His record will speals for itsell
and will impress those willing to listen and ook

worlh and nghts of the m«hwdual At one of his
four pi Senate jon hearngs,
Judge Thomas said, "I'he resson | became a
lawyer was to make sure that minonties, mdivid-

contnnue to deferd and protect the rights of Uie
needy, He does not permil anyosie to Lhink for
Tim, and he is intelleclually honest

Whentl:e!us(ozyofﬂaesemmnmtm.n
will be i g to see how hi view the
position of Lhe Natioual Doard of he NAACP—
ait organization committed Lo advancing colored
people, which is opposed, on ideological grounds,
to 1hus nommiation of a black man lo the U.S,
Supreme Court.

Let the record show that the NAACP's former
mational board chair respectfully disagrees wilth
its position.

The writer, an attorney in St. Louis, chaired
the National Board of Direclors of the
National Association for the Ad

of Colored People from 1975 lo 1984,
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