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“The The Clarence Thomas I Know

Ihava been reading and hearing a lpt about

“Thomas Who worked for me in Jack Danforth’s
;g‘fﬁaemyarsagoandhasbemmyﬁimdever

. The man I read about has been called an

tive” who has “forgotten where he
fame from,” who believes “affirmative action is
gikehetmm.wm years as chairman of
gquualEmploymentOppormmtyConumssm
wepe “the most retrograde in its history,” whose
first marriage ended in a “messy divorce that

houkd be examined, whoseacﬁonsm“gmded
by political calculation,” and who is “harshly
udgmental and seli-righteous rather than comr
.passimmeandempatheﬁc.”

- The Clarence Thomas I know is a caring,
-decem. honest, bright, good-humored, modest
.and thoughtful father, husband and public servant
mhasalreadycumefmhermﬁyearsthan
‘most of us will in a ifetime,

* The president did his nominee no favor when
he said race was not a factor in the nomination.
. Ui course it was, and Thomas readily admits it,
“ust as he acknowiedges that race played a role in

his selection for other jobs along the way. He has
neverdemedhsmdebtednssto or admiration
for, those, such as Justce Thurgood Marshall,
who helped open such doors. He does not blindly
oppose the notion of taking race into consider-
ation for hiring, pramotion or admissions ded-
sions. What he does oppose are rigid numerical
mabandqmtzs.whnbhewmdasd:mveand

Wlmhegetsacimncetoﬁ:ﬂye:q)hmhxs
views in Senate hearings, he will challenge his
listeners to think beyond platitudes and con-
ventional orthodoxy. Clarence Thornas has al-

ways supported the idea of giving preferentia) .

treatment to the truly disadvantaged, especially
minorities, rather than to those from middle- or
upper middle-class backgrounds who happen to
be members of a targeted minority group. To do
otherwise risks stigmatizing those favored—to
make it appear as if they are incapable of
competing fairly, It also can put the unprepared
in situations where they are destined to fail. “God
helps those who help themselves” Clarence
might say, emoumging self-help and sef-reliance.
Martin Luther King jr., Malcolm X and Jesse
Jackson have stressed such themes. -
Regardmgh:sfeehngsabomthepope I be-
lieve Clarence stopped being a practicing Catholic
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when he left the seminary almost 25 years ago.
In recent years, he has attended a Mathodist
church, a Christian church and, most recently, an
Episcopal church. .

ldm'thowhawhefedsabwtabwhm.butl
wouldbevuysu.rpnsedz[hed\dnthaveanopen
mind on Roe . Wm.'k.M:myI:bet:als;amltmserb
vatives on both sides of the abortion issue
acknowiedge the vulnerability of that decision on
purely legal grounds, but I personally wouldn't
petmennchmhowhewouldmdownonme
issue.

1 know something about Thomas's first mar-
riage because [ spent many hours talking with
him as it broke apart. He was tormented both
about breaking his wedding vows and zbout the
impact of the divorce on his young son. He
sought me out for advice because I was a
divorced father with two well-adjusted children.
His divorce was handled amicably, with Clarence
given undisputed primary custody of his son.
Both parents have played a major role in his
upbringing, and all parties have great respect for
each other,

Clarence's record as EEOC chairman deserves
close scrutiny, just as it did when he was
renominated and reconfirmed for a second term
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as choirman, and just as it did when he was

nominated and confirmed to his seat on the D.C.
Cireuit Cowrt of Appeals, The record will speak
for itself, but someane should alse look ingide the
agency to find out how people feel about Thomas
the man and the leader, .

Evan Kemp, his sucoessor as chairmun, mar-
vels at what Thomas d&id with a' historically
underfunded agency that saw its budget cut nine

according to Kemp, is that employess are now

proud to work at the EEOC and even named the
new headquarters building after him. Nonethe-
Jess, says Kemp, *Clarence won't get the credit

sitivity to and support of the “little people,” and-

his inspiration to employees at all leels.
The suggestion that his actions have been

politically motivated is laughable, This is not a -

political animal, His passionate, behind-the-scenes

The wriler was principal policy adviser to
Sen. John C. Danforth (R-Mo.,) for 11 years.



