Categorization of Government Information (CGI) Working Group
of the Interagency Committee on Government Information

Seventh Meeting, May 10, 2004
at White House Conference Center, Washington DC

CGI Members attending

Chair (Eliot Christian, USGS)

Office of Intergovernmental Solutions (Susan Turnbull, GSA)

Superintendent of Documents (TC Evans, GPO)

Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts (Susan Healy, US Courts)

Federal librarians (Gretchen Schlag, Navy and Richard Huffine, EPA)


Federal Enterprise Architecture (Eliot Christian, USGS)

CENDI (Jim Erwin, DTIC)

FGDC (Eliot Christian, USGS)

ICGI Electronic Records WG liaison (Bruce Ambacher, NARA)

ICGI Content Management WG liaison (Joann McGovern, GSA), by telephone

Others attending

Marcia Christian (USGS volunteer)

Lucian Russell (Computer Sciences Corporation)

John Joaquin (Convera)

Brand Niemann (EPA)

1. The Working Group approved the previously distributed notes from the April 26, 2004 meeting, thanking Andy Hoskinson for producing those notes. Marcia Christian volunteered to take notes of CGI WG meetings on a routine basis. 

2. Attendees of the meeting, in person and by telephone, introduced themselves. 

3. A scheduled presentation was given by Lucian Russell of CSC, titled “Large Document Indexing”. Lucian said that, in large documents over 5,000 words (the usual limit of many published articles), special problems occur in trying to set appropriate "keywords" for search. Because large documents tend to be about several topics, algorithms based on rare word detection and term frequency are not able to form distinct document clusters. His experience with 1000 page Tiger Team reports at Argonne National Laboratory is that automation can be used if the document is first divided into segments. (Other meeting attendees noted that Distiller from Adobe and Open Hyperscope technologies work in that direction.) Lucian's recommendation would be to pursue an approach based on "chunking" when large documents are being ranked. (Other meetings attendees noted the importance of having the "chunks" tied together so as to preserve the context of search result items. The group consensus was that  this level of operation may be cited in a note about best practices.) 

4. Bruce Ambacher of NARA reported on activities of the ICGI Electronic Records Policy Working Group (ERPWG). He said they met with Jonathon Womer of ICGI on April 28 to discuss the current draft report on Barriers. Another ERPWG report will specify the minimum common characteristics for government records. (Coordination with CGI WG is very important in this work, as ICGI may end up with multiple recommendations about metadata.)

5. Joann McGovern of GSA reported on activities of the ICGI Content Management WG. She said that her team will be meeting this week. They are going through about 200 comments received. She said the taxonomy group will likely agree upon about 35 terms. The terms are being validated by looking closely at some large agency portals. The taxonomy list will not be static, but evolving. 

6. Gretchen Schlag reported progress on the CGI WG activity to define open, interoperable standards for categorizing Government information. She said they have been collaborating online and are meeting at EPA today for a face-to-face meeting.

7. Eliot Christian of USGS reported on the CGI WG activity to define open, interoperable standards for electronic searching. He noted that the Requirements review is essentially complete. (That document is available at http://www.search.gov/interop/requirements.html ) Eliot said that the draft Recommendation document should go to ICGI soon.

8. Jim Erwin reported progress on the CGI WG activity to define searchable identifiers. He said that he is ready to send the document to CGI members and Jonathan Womer at ICGI.

9. TC Evans reported progress on the CGI WG activity to define which government information should be categorized.  He said he had made some modifications on page 3 and opened the new material for discussion and revision. The document has been available publicly for some time and they have gotten good comments, especially from ICGI working groups.

10. The chair asked for an opinion on the Judicial Branch involvement in the foregoing. Susan Healy said that she will be approaching taxonomy experts for direction. She also took an action to check into the GPO Catalogue of Last Resort and National Bibliography initiatives.

11. The chair took updates of product target dates on the Work Plan for the CGI WG, based on best estimates from the four leaders of the CGI WG activities (Gretchen, Eliot, Jim, and TC).  

12. The next meeting of the CGI Working Group will be held May 24, 9:00-11:00, at the White House Conference Center. (Representatives from the European Commission project known as e-PSINet will be present and will provide an update of their activities.) 

13. The ICGI CGI websites will be updated and will include mailing list and archival information. Participants were requested to send relevant items to Eliot Christian for inclusion.








































