Categorization of Government Information (CGI) Working Group
of the Interagency Committee on Government Information

Fifth Meeting, April 12, 2004
at White House Conference Center, Washington DC

CGI Members attending

Chair (Eliot Christian, USGS)

Office of Intergovernmental Solutions (Susan Turnbull, GSA)

Superintendent of Documents (Gil Baldwin representing Judy Russell, GPO), 
by telephone

Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts (not present)

Federal librarians (Richard Huffine, EPA)


Federal Enterprise Architecture (Eliot Christian, USGS)

CENDI Principal (Jim Erwin, DTIC)

FGDC (Eliot Christian, USGS)

ICGI Electronic Records WG liaison (Susan Sullivan, NARA)

ICGI Content Management WG liaison (Joanne McGovern, GSA), by telephone

Others attending


Andy Hoskinson, UNISYS


John Joacquin, Convera


Brand Niemann, EPA 


Jim Orris, Vivisimo Inc.


Lucian Russell, CSC


Raul Valdes-Perez, Vivisimo Inc.

1. Attendees of the meeting, in person and by telephone, introduced themselves. 

2. The Working Group approved the previously distributed notes from the March 29, 2004 meeting, thanking Brand Niemann for producing the notes. 

3. Susan Sullivan volunteered to take notes of this meeting.

4. The chair reminded everyone that the group will resume the regular meeting schedule beginning April 26, from 9:00-11:00. 

5. The chair noted that the Interagency Committee on Government Information (ICGI, the parent Committee of CGIWG) has requested that all working group products be subjected to an ICGI “pre-clearance” process before release for public comment.  He then distributed a copy of the CGIWG product milestones that included additional columns for “Request ICGI Pre-clearance,” and asked that product leads assign dates (i.e., using the first weeks of each public review/comment cycle) for the ICGI pre-clearance process.  

6. The chair noted that he is seeking ICGI guidance on issues surrounding the use of the CGI WG web site.  The ICGI web site now includes the CGI WG but does not support the required CGI WG discussion list with a publicly accessible threaded archive.  

7. Liaison reports.

· Susan Sullivan, liaison to the ICGI Electronic Records Policy Working Group Plan provided updates on activities. 

· Joanne McGovern, liaison to the ICGI Content Management Working Group provided updates on activities.

8. Reports on Progress on CGI Products:

· Richard Huffine provided an update on "Open, interoperable standards for categorizing Government information", stating that a first draft of the Requirements document is circulating within the immediate group and should be ready for ICGI pre-clearance on April 26.  

· Eliot Christian provided an update on the Requirements document for "Open, interoperable standards for electronic searching".  He noted that good comments had been received from the ERPWG and the Industry Advisory Council (IAC).  Topics included how to share government information, and Government responsibilities for direct public access to data. 

· Jim Erwin reported that the Requirements document for "Open, interoperable standards for search identifiers" is under development. The draft focuses on persistent identifiers, and it should be ready for ICGI pre-clearance on April 26.

· Gil Baldwin reported that the Requirements document for “Definitions of which Government information to be categorized” is under review.  The few comments received so far relate to “who the stakeholders are.” That document will be formally submitted for ICGI pre-clearance on April 26.

9. Presentation materials were distributed electronically prior to the meeting.   

· Andy Hoskinson of Unisys presented a report entitled, “Automated Taxonomy Generation Using Hierarchical Multi-Word Concept Clustering.”  

· Lucian Russell of CSC presented a report entitled, “Dynamic Topic Hierarchy Generation.” 

· Raul Valdes-Perez of Vivisimo Inc presented a report about “Categorizing Information at Delivery Time.”  

10.  The next CGIWG meeting will be spent discussing the Requirements documents being submitted for ICGI pre-clearance.








































