Administration of Barack H. Obama, 2009

Message to the Senate Transmitting an Annex to the Protocol on

Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty
April 2, 2009

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and consent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith Annex VI on Liability Arising From Environmental Emergencies to the Protocol on
Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty (Annex VI), adopted on June 14, 2005, at the
twenty-eighth Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting held in Stockholm, Sweden. T also
transmit for the information of the Senate the report of the Department of State, which
includes an Overview of Annex VI.

The Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty (the "Protocol")
together with its Annexes I-1V, adopted at Madrid on October 4, 1991, and Annex V to the
Protocol, adopted at Bonn on October 17, 1991, received the advice and consent of the Senate
to ratification on October 7, 1992, and entered into force for the United States on January 14,
1998, and May 24, 2002, respectively.

In Article 16 of the Protocol, the Parties undertook to elaborate, in one or more Annexes,
rules and procedures relating to liability for damage arising from activities taking place in the
Antarctic Treaty area and covered by the Protocol. Annex VI sets forth rules and procedures
relating to liability arising from the failure of operators in the Antarctic to respond to
environmental emergencies.

I believe Annex VI to be fully in the U.S. interest. Its provisions advance the U.S. goals of
protecting the environment of Antarctica, establishing incentives for Antarctic operators to act
responsibly, and providing for the reimbursement of costs incurred by the United States
Government when it responds to environmental emergencies caused by others.

As the report of the Department of State explains, Annex VI will require implementing
legislation, which will be submitted separately to the Congress for its consideration.

I recommend that the Senate give early and favorable consideration to Annex VI and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

BARACK OBAMA
The White House,
April 2, 2009.
NOTE: This message was released by the Office of the Press Secretary on April 3.
Categories: Communications to Congress : Protocol on Environmental Protection to the
Antarctic Treaty, message transmitting annex to.
Subjects: Environment : Antarctic Treaty, protocol on environmental protection.

DCPD Number: DCPD200900221.



